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Hello.

Christmas tme and the New Year 1s almost upon
us. With dhis 1ssue of the Newsletier you will find the
Pink Renewal Form so that you may continue your
membership for another year. Yes, 1 know that if you
pay by standing order and you haven’t changed your
van it is a bit of what appears to be unnecessary work.
But let me assure vou that it the past it has proved most
uscful (a) where a member has changed vehicle without lewung the
Munbe*mlnp Secretary know and (b) when a member has passed away
and the partner has not cancelled the standing order. Also when a bank
has failed to pay an order (and it has happe‘nt‘d‘) or has paid twice (or
more!). So please, take a litde time, complete the form and send it back
to Sheila Henthorne. 1f you want to post-date the ¢ cheque to 1st January

1998 that will be ac (:eptal le but the sooner you return the form ( and
cheque where required) the better. Obviously, you will not get your
replacement Membership Cards untl either the %tdndmg order payment
has been notified or your cheque has been paid in, but don’t let that stop
you from renewing as soon as you like.

Having saud all that, have a Happy Christmasame and a safe
) “ly 1 PPY 3
secure and prosperous New Year.
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SHPLE QUESTIONS
A lidde }iéhf—'h(‘am‘d amusement for your
benefit, kindly sent in by Brian Ellis a loug tne

back but having rested “on the spike” since then!
The tume allowed to answer all the questions is

THREE MINUTES ONLY!

1. Do they have a Fifth of November in America?

2. Some months have 30 days, some have 31. How many
have 287

3. You are (*m(‘rm,g a dark cabin which has mside 1t an oil
lamp, an oil heater and some kindling wood for a log fire.
You only have one match. Which do you light first?




4. If the doctor gave you three pills and told you to take one
every half hour, how long would they last?

5. A farmer has 17 sheep. All but nine die. How many does
he have left?

6. Diide 30 by half. Add 10. What s the answer?

7. Take two apples from three apples. What do you have?

8. How many anunals of each species did Moses take mto the
Ark?

9. You drive a coach with 42 people on it from London at

8.00 am to Watford to pick up 7 more passengers and to
drop off 5. Then on to Luton to drop off 8 passengers
and pick up 4 more before driving to Edmburgh to arrive
20 hours later. What 1 the driver’s name?

You should have completed this in the allowed time. Did you?
And did you get all the answers right? You will find the answers later in
the New Slt‘ﬁt‘!"

wee= = 2000000000 = = = o -

I must alopogise first for the delay in printing this small item. 1

received it very much earlier this year and put it on the spike due to lack

of space at the time. Then it got buried and has only just surfaced. So
here 1t 1s:

Visiting Ireland

I was interested in the 33 vans item in the January Newsletter
because my wife and | have had many enjoyable visits to Garrettstown.
Some have been in my capacity as Chairman of the Mumbles/Kinsale
Twinning Association and others have been purely as wvisitors to that
lovely island. ¥ Barbara & John Coz, or anyone else, is thinking of
arranging a future wisit, may I suggest that they approach Mr Alec
Maguire. He is the Sales Mar keting Manager of Swansea - Cork Ferries
and 1 am sure that he would allow a a generous discount for a group
crossing as that company does to my Association. His address is 2 North
Feld Rise, Romngdedn, Brighton, Fast Sussex, BN2 7DR. o

Peter Jones
eemmE 0000()0000 -
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Windscreen Problems

We purchased our 1993 Symphony last November. We've been
highly delighted and sausfied with it. We had a two week holiday in the
North Yorkshire Moors and Dales area in September. During the journey
home to Womhmb I noticed a contmual squeaking sound coming from
the area just above the windscreen while we were mobile.

I phoned A-S for advice and was told to mspect the external joint
above the windscreen, where the GRP roof meets the metal body. |1
found that I was able to push the GRP shell in by about a quarter of an
inch over the centre of the windscreen. Also that it was flexible over
about two thirds of the screen width. T pulled back the rubber sealing
strip to find that several of the pop rivets which secure the GRP to the cab
roof had sheared and that I could get my fingers under the roof in the
centre. A local caravan firm have said that they could repair the fault for

about £70.00 to £80.00. They would replace the rivets with screws and
increase the number of fixing points.

I wonder if this is a common fault with this model and whether
anyone else has had such an experience? A-8 went suaight to the
solution but offered no explanation as to the cause. 1 have not run into
any bus shelters or low bridges - T promise you!

David Jones
Perhaps the previous owners had a low car port!
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Insurance

It had never occurred to me, as a retived insurance broker, that
people had experienced diff‘n‘:ulty in obtaining “unoccupancy” insurance
until 1 read Ken Critchlow’s letter in Newsletter 110.

Inall pmbablhty Motor Caravan Insurance also causes problems to
some and m the hope that it may help, may 1 make the following
suggestion? 1f you and your spouse are 50 years old or over and you
have a maximum No Claim Discount (4 years) and the vehicle is used
solely for Social, Domestic and Pleasure purposes, i.e. no business use
then apply to Provincial UAP, via the AA if preferred (membership not
necessary) for a “Nett Premium Policy”

As the name suggests, there 1s NO N.C.B., therefore you cannot
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lose ! And the premium will stagger you. 1 pay £136.00 - by
instalments for a full comprehensive cover on my Harmony. Excesses
are normal and claims procedure the best. Needless to say I have no
connection (other than as a sausfied customer) with either the company

or the AA.
Maurice Wright

I know that it 1s well worth while shopping around for insurance. 1
did and turned to Comfort Insurance as the brokers for Norwich Union!
My cover, fully comprehensive but for the London Area where | live and
with all sorts of cover including gas explosion or fire i the van and cover
for the contents etc. only costs me £219.00 at present.  But no doubt
Maurice will agree that like most things these days the costs will nise in the
future. However, be warned! Some insurance quotations appear to be
for “motor vehicles” in the general term. It 1s always well worth while to
check on specific insurance for a “motor caravan” or “motorhome” to get
cover for the things which don’t (or perhaps shouldn’t) appear in cars.

ez = 2000000000 = = = wem
Elevating Roofs

Even if our car port would accommodate a higher vehicle, we
would choose an elevating roof version. In the hot weather (pleasant
thoughts if you are looking at snow!) we like to raise the roof. Not as
entertainers at an ASOC rally but by leaving the sides down we have a
cross-flow of air. This is NOT a procedure authorised by A-S but we
have never had the roof come down on our heads although it has nearly
taken off! With our RV50 we once stopped for a rest and raised the roof.
Then later 1 drove off at up to 70 mph with the roof still elevated. 1
shudder every time 1 think about what might have happened when in fact
all that did happen was a very slight elongation of the front strap.

Anyway, I decided it should not happen again, so I fitted a
fluorescent plastic strip to the front securing catch such that when the
catch was not secured the strip hung down as a warning sign. It worked!
Nevertheless T asked A-S to put an extra twin cable to run from the
dashboard to near the front roof catwch in the Rimini. 1 also asked for-
extra wires to run from behind the dashboard to the rear of the van at
roof level and for a small table top which would fit between the front
seats. | am pleased to say that A-S willingly met my requests made via
Bromley Motor Caravans.




For the “roof up” warnimg system T used a 12v piezo buzzer and a
micro-switch, both from a racio shop. 1 fitted the switch to the front
vertical of the roof opening so that it pressed against the roof lining when
the roof was fully secured. Then using the extra wires I wired it to the
buzzer which was fitted behind the dashboard. This was then connected
to the ignition key coutrolled supply which originally had supplied the
radio. If works, and sounds loud and clear if | turn on the ignition
without fully securing the roof.

William Copsey
Many years ago I did a similar thing with a “Romany” that I wa
then using.  Having stopped, early in the morning, for a cup of tea [
moved off again with the canvas and metal roof fuﬂy m the up position.
It took me a litde while to realise that it was up because the warning hght
wasn’t working!

At the start of his letter 0 me William kindly gave me “full editorial
powers to throw it in the bin or modify 1t as you so wish. You will not hurt
my feelings nor lose my membership.” I'm so glad that he had the
patience to wait until now to see a bit more of his missive i print!

ez = = 000000000 = = = au-

And from the same massive missive:-

MISCELLANEOUS!

We have always found a need for a ‘basket” in the front mto which

we can stow small items of shopping, maps etc.  With the RV50 it was

easy to fix a wire bl(\i(‘lf‘ basket securely to the front bulkhead. But with

the Rimini there is a semi-circular removable bulkhead giving access to

the distributor which not only makes it more difficult but reduces the

space available. Also one 1s restricted in width when the front seats are
shd forward.

What 1 have done is to suspend a small plastic tray from the two
screws that secure the front fascia. Then just below that | have fixed a
plastic basket by bolting it o the bolt, after removing its plastic cover,
which holds the bulkhead. Not too robust but adequate for hghtweight
objects with current maps 1 the tray, the larger books of maps are
h(mdtly stored behind the nearside seat.

Inside the forward door of the crockery cupboard, towards the top,
I have fitted a 9' x 3" x 3" plastic trough which 1s large enough to hold two
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cups or three glasses. This makes it easier to get to them when in
frequent use.

I like the secure catches on the cupboards and drawer but should
you forget to push it right in on the drawer and then turn a corner quickly
you are liable to find the drawer and its contents on the floor! What I
have done to prevent this (T haven't yet found a cure for memory loss!)
is to screw a metal plate (4' x 2 x 1/8") vertically near the centre of the
inside of the back of the drawer with one half-inch No.8 screw which
goes through an off-centre hole in the plate. Such that the plate projects
above the drawer opening height, preventing the drawer from coming
right out. You can, of course, rotate the plate to a non-protruding
position if you need to remove the drawer. 1 leave you to work out the
positions of the hole in the plate and where to fix the screw. T used a
“heavy” metal plate and an off-centre hole so that should the screw
become loose the weight of the plate would keep it in the protruding
position. '

A simple alternative is to put a piece of 1/4' diameter rod o the
top of each side of the drawer, say 1' from the back, such that they
protrude about 3/16°. Then, when open, the drawer tips down at the
front and up at the back and the rods catch the back of the surround. To
remove the drawer, just lift the front end and out it slides.  —

ez == 000000000 = = o
Driving Licence Changes

The following announcement was made in the November/

December 1997 issue of BALANCE (the British Diabetic Magazine).

The Second FC Driving Licence Directive (91/439) comes into
effect on 1st January 1998. The directive is set to change the driving’
entitlernents of some people with Diabetes. Curently anyone holding a.
valid driving licence can drive any vehicles up to 7.5 ronnes in weight,
such as minibuses and light vans. But from 1st January next year people
must meet the higher health standards that currentdy apply to LGV and
PCV drivers if they wish to drive vehicles between 3.5 and 7.5 tonnes.

Originally this change was only to affect people taking their tests
after 1st January 1998. However the DVLA has just informed the British
Diabetic Association that it will also affect those who have to renew their
licences after this date. As all people on insulin have to renew their
licenice every three years this directive has a direct impact on their driving
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entittements.  Therefore the new legislaton will, within three years,
prevent all people on msulin from driving vehicles over 3.5 tonnes.

Rosie & Terry Ball

== = 000000000 = = -
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Tynes Again
Dorothy and I very much enjoyed the
German rally run by Sandy and Bill Burmett. On
the way back we were stopped at traffic lights in
France by someone tapping on the window to say
that there was something wrong with our rear tyre.
Having heard of previous members’ experiences
Dorothy locked the door! However, in this case it
was genuine; a large patch of the rear off-side tread (in good condition)
was separating from the tyre.  The tyres were mflated to the
recommended pressures on the chassis plate (i.e. 54 1bs front and 65 Ibs
rear). But on close inspection the rear offside tyre actually had a
maximum pressure of only 55 Ibs moulded on its walls. ALL the rest
were 65 lbs.

Later, after weighing the van and checking with Michelin, they
recommended pressures of 50 Ibs and 56 Ibs. We have now changed, as
recommended by them, to Michelin XC4S8 with pressures of 45 lbs and
52 Ibs. My recommendation is that you check your vehicle weight on a
weighbridge and coutact your tyre manufacturer, carrying a copy of their
recommended pressures with you. Also look closely at the maximum
tyres pressures on EVERY tyre.

Now a plea. Does anyone have any sets of ASOC Newsletters,
before July 1993, that they could loan us to read, please? Our telephone
number 1s 0132 923 1259 or you could write to 18 Greenwood Close,
Fareham, Hants., PO16 7UF. Thanks in advance.

Baz Wellard

In early May 1988 the Wellards will be running a rally near Gosport
i Hampshire. The site 1s adjacent to the beach so you may be able to
see some power boat or yacht racing. It is near Alverstoke for shopping
(300 yards!) and there is a lot to mterest rally goers. So watch out for the
full details i the rally supplement later and pop along to try their furst
rally as marshals.

---= == 000000000= = =
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Diesel Power

Regarding Maurice Payne’s letter in November. Whilst I agree that
the VW T4 engine will take anything thrown at it, 'm not sure about

constantly “putting the boot in”. The following ﬁguw\ were from my
Trophy T4 2.4 diesel:

0 - 5,000 miles. Average 31.20 mpg; best 38.19; worst 27.27
(first fill). 5,000 - 10,000 mues. Average 33.20; best 38.05 (touring
Scodand); worst 29. }0 10,000 - 15,000 miles. Average 32.87; best
42.20 (wuring Scotland); worst-27. 7’7 15,000 - 20,000. Axf'erage
32.87; best 39.45; worst 29.95. ¥ . ¢

AH I can say is that my Bost hquw& were dlwa\' achieved with a
“light” right boot. Readers may draw their own conclusions.

Bob Brindle
I haven’t kept such detailed statistics but I'm getting 28.79 miles
per gallon after 35,500 miles. 1 don’t expect to break records as we have
1o drive quite a lot in London and use the van to go shopping too.
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Cycle Racks and R@‘Fﬂgeaﬂa%@rs

Just a line or two to say thank you to Bl
Hewlett vregarding Trophy eycle racks. He has given
me confidence to have one fitted. 1would also Like to
thaok the people who telephoned regarding my
refrigerator trouble. 1 can now report that thanks to
Mr Trevelyan, Flectrolux supplied a complete new
cooling unit free of charge. They wanted a minimum
of £50.00 to fit the unit but | wisely decided to have
it done by an experienced motor ;
caravan dealer. | say wisely, because my local A-S

dealer, Todd’s of Lostock Hall, fitted it free of charge.
Like Bill 1 have also had trouble with the larger

blinds. T was once given the name of a nylon/plastic  {&
lubricant but I'm afraid 1 have forgotten it. T know it works because the
man who told me about it lubricated mine. So if you are out there,
Arthur, please be a good fellow and remind me of the product name.




T cannot close without meimomng Maurice Payne’s letter m the
Novemnber Newsletter . I think 1t’s & wind-up but it has got me. 1f he 1s
sincere, then I say he hasn't got a motor caravan, he has an MG Midg get
that think itis a motor caravan. 1use my fifth gear as Lused to use fourth
before we had five gears. Like our Editor, T get along in fifth over 30
mph. My Trophy 1s my everyday car. 1 have been to ltaly, Spain (3
times) and Portugal. My average is 37 mpg which compared to
Maurice’s is close on two free trips to the Mediterranean on my 38,000
miles to date.

John Johnson
wewz = = 000000000 = = = ane

FROM THE FAGTORY

I should like to introduce myself to you all. T am the new Design
Mana{.,er here at A-S. 1 started with the Company in June of this year
and 1 hope to develop some exciting new models and features in the
future to make your motor homes even more fun!

lam 38, married and am presently renovating my lodge house in
Staffordshire in my spare time. 1 have lived there for four years and
before that 1 hived in the Peak District where T thoroughly enjoyed the
marvellous walking country surrounding me. Besides walking with our
two dogs and DIY. 1 also enjoy ski-ing and equestriamsm. [ am a
professional design engineer and commenced my career with LM.L
Later 1 moved to one of the subsidiaries designing drinks dispensing
eqapment. After about five years 1 moved to a dwvision of R.T.Z. in
Sheffield where 1 designed garage forecourt equipment, from tyre
pressure gauges to roll-over car washes. Following the succ essful
mtroduction of a number of new products I moved into a whole new
sphere. ... .the caravan mdustry.

I was Design and Development Manager for Avondale Coachcraft.
There I was responszblv for designing many new vehicles including the
elite “Land Ranger” and a limited range of Romany touring caravans,
both of which proved to be extremely popular.

Here at A-S we are currently developing a new range of motor
homes, being constructed with laminated panels.  These will be
launched at The Caravan and Outdoor Leisure Show at Earls Court in
December 1997. Conventionally, A-S have made a model or prototype
and then drawn the parts to allow suppliers to produce components and
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RALLY SUPPL EME NT
December 1 99 7

NEW RALLY Christmas b;}ecxal at the "HOLLIES"""
11th-14th December (3 nights), The Hollies Touring C.P., Little Budworth
Cheshire. Site Tel No::01829 760414 v

Rally Marshals: Brenda & Don Sampscm Site Fee: £2.70 per ulut per mght
Electricity: £2.00 per night (32 available). Booking slips to: Mr& MrsD
Sampson, 5 Churston Road, Chlldwall Liverpool, L16 91S. Tel.No: 0151 722
9379. Cheques payable to B M Sampson. ;

Attractions: Newly built clubroom, well stocked farm shop/garden centre. Herb
garden/pub meals 600/800 yds. Other pubs with food within 2 miles.
Saturday night - Country & Western, £1.50 per person. Ifinterested please
send money with slip. American supper, come prepared. Use of club any other
time free. Bring you own alcohol any time. Shop on site - well stocked, selling
class specialities, greengrocery and provisions. Pick up your own Christmas tree
to take home. Buy two and branch out! (Don's, not mine). There is a possibility
of a trip to Chester. 1f interested please indicate on slip. Bring your surplus
motorvan bits & pieces for a Bring & Buy sale.

Chester 12 miles, Tarporley 4 miles, Little Budworth 2 1/2 miles. . .
Directions. West on A49 towards Tarporley. Site is two miles on left aﬁcr
passing A556 and half a mile before the A54. Site is at rear of Hollies Garden
Centre. !

30th December - 3rd January, NEW YEAR'S RALLY Hidden
Valley, lifracombe.

For full details please telephone Sandra & Bermie Wisely on 01271 46400 or
send SAE to Mrs S Wisely, 12 The Laurels, Roundswell Village, Bamstaple,
North Devon, EX31 3QY.

12th - 15th February 1998. Grouse & Claret, Rowsley,
Derbyshire.

Site emergency Tel No: (J Miley, Landlord) 01629 733233,

Rally Marshals: Doreen & Jock Hammond. Site fee: £6.00 per night (includes
electricity. Rally fee: £2.00 (Couple), £1.00 (Single). Booking slips to: Mr &
Mrs J Hammond, 5 Bracken Wood, Off Skip Lane, Walsall, WS5 3LH. Tel No:
0121 358 6823.

Attractions: Use of clubroom & boiler; bar meals in Grouse & Claret;
Chatsworth Park & Garden Centre/Farm shop; Mill & Craft centre. Bus stop
outside site - buses to Matlock & Bakewell for shopping. The area is a walkers
paradise, Extra nights can be arranged with the landlord.




Directions. On A6 between Bakewell & Matlock. RALLY COMMENCES
AFTER 2.00 PM. on Thursday. LIMITED TO 29 VANS,

Please note that the 1998 Spanish and Dutch Bulbfield Rallies are
both fullv booked.

New Rally, New Venue. 1st- 14th June 1998. Camping L e
Bohat, Brittany, France.

The site has full facilities including these for the handicapped. Shop, bar
restaurant, heated swimming pool, boules, table tenms, bicycles for hire, walks
and beach close by (3 km). Plenty of things to do and places to go as there are
many places of interest close by. The site is used by the Camping and Caravan
Club for overseas rallies. Cost approx. based on a stay of 14 days, subject to
exchange rates and 1998 site fees -2 people £10.47 per might incl.elect (10
amps), £8.74 no elect. 1 person ~ £8.42 per night incl.elect, £6.48 no elect. If
interested, please contact Dennis Oxley as soon as possible on 6121 705 4006

Iwould like to thank all rally marshals and ralliers for their support this year and
wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Good Rallying New Year.

Please note that ALL information, ie.dates, rally bookings and rally details for the
Newsletter, should be sent to the Rally Co-Orxdinator;

Neil C. .Rogers

3 Appleby Close,

Aldbrough St.John,
Richmond, North Yorks,
DLIT 7TT.

Tel/Fax. No: 01325 374 540

LocalAssistants: JerryHaxton (01 483 223 476) Woking, Surrey.
Jeff Worley (01 935 424 049) Yeovil, Somerset.
- Ray Whiley (01 603 452 593) Norwich, EastAnglia.
Bob Brindle (01 777 711 588} Retford, East Midlands.

Rally Supplement prepared by Neil Rogers,3 Appleby Close, Aldbrough St.John, Richmond, Morth Yorks.




Your name and address (please PRINTY . ... ... . i
.............................................. Postcode. . . ............
Membership No: . .. .. .. Phone No: ... ... .. .......... VanReg: .......... ...
Day/Time of arrival . . .. ... ... .

in the event of an emergency at the rally whom should we contact?

Rally: . . Date: ............ ..
Your name and address (please PRINT) ... ... . oo
............................................ Postcode. ... ... ........
Membership No: . ... . .. Phone No: .. ... ... ... ... .. VanReg:............
Day/Time Of arrival . . ... ...

in the event of an emergency at the rally whom should we contact?

Rally: . Date:..............
Your name and address (please PRINT) . . .. ... . . i
.............................................. Postcode. . .......... ...
Membership No: .. ... .. PhoneNo: ... ... ... ....... VanReg: . ...........
Day/Time of @rival . ... . e

in the event of an emergency at the rally whom should we contact?

Please complete both sides of the form!




is this your first A-S O C rally? Please lick box YES 1 NO:

Number of people in your van: Adults . . ... Children . . ..

Extras: Please indicate which you would like, if available:
Electricity: Yest: Noii Saturday night meal if any:  Yes ‘1 No o

Have you any special needs?  Yes 1! NG If 'Yes', please specify -

Payment MUST accompany this slip - cheques payable (o marshal.
POST FORM TO REACH MARSHAL 10 DAYS BEFORE EVENT, IF POSSIBLE -
PLEASE!

D U p TR e

Is this your first A-S O C rally? Please tick box YES 11 NO

Number of people in your van: Adults ... ... Children .. . . ..
Extras: Please indicate which you would like, if available:

Electricity: Yes i) Noi! Saturday night meal if any:  Yes i1 No i

Have you any special needs?  Yes 11 No ! if ‘Yes', please specify-

"""" Payment MUST accompany this slip - cheques payable to marshal.
POST FORM TO REACH MARSHAL 10 DAYS BEFORE EVENT, IF POSSIBLE -
v PLEASE!

Is this your first A-S O C rally? Please tick box YES 11 NO:

Number of people in your van: Adults . ... Children . ... ..
Extras: Please indicate which you would like, if available:

Electricity: Yes it Noi! Saturday night meat if any:  Yes 11 No i

Have you any special needs?  Yes 11 No if 'Yes', please specify:-

PLEASE!




assemblies. 1 am now i charge of changing this to a new culture of
planning, specifying, designing, drawing and then producing a set of
parts to those drawings. “This should allow for a more cost effective
design to be produced which will be right first time and thus create a
more rapid time from concept to production.

Anyway, this is a brief resume of myself and my career and I look
forward to meeting you in the future.

Stephen Small
ez = =000000000= = = aen

Club Rally Signs

Our (reasonably tame) Chief Marshal, Ben
Mansfield, is concerned for the whereabouts of
some of the Club’s s signs, banners etc. If any of our
rally marshals has any item in their bafok(xapmg,
will they please get in touch with Ben as soon as
possible.  He needs to do some stockchecking so
that the committee can decide whether we need to
order new items or not. His telephone number can
be found, as always, on the back page.
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Runnmg a Rally

I noticed the mn the October issue of the Newsletter the comments
about runming a rally. [ have been organising them on a regular basis for
the past eight years. In previous Newsletters the comment was that rallies
were organised solely for the pleasure of members. Therefore they were
not expected to show a profit but of course must pay thewr way. No way
would [ state on my forthcoming rally particulars that I intended to run
a raffle and then presume that most of the members would bring a prize.
[ have no intention of adopting this policy. 1 either run the raffle my way
or not at all. We are not a profit making club.

Audrey Crouch
I think that Audrey has missed the point slightly. Nobody suggests
that you should ask people to bring prizes. You just find that they do -
sometimes embarrassingly so. Nor 1s the suggestion that rallies should
make a profit. But the committee has found m the past that many rallies
have made a loss because certain items have not been taken mto account
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when deciding on what surplus should be returned to the Treasurer. It
has been noticed that there is an appearance sometimes that the .
marshals have spent rather more than necessary so as to “break even” on -
the rally income without realising that the plaques have to be paid for
separately by the treasurer and there should have been a slight surplus to
cover these. In addition, if any rally should make a slight surplus it helps
to cover those where a loss 1s unavoidably made.
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My Twelve Days of Christmas

On the first day of Christmas my true love said to me
“I'm glad we bought a fresh turkey and a proper Christmas tree.”
On the second ddv of Christimas much laughter could be heard
As we tucked into our turkey, a most “delicious bird.
On the third day we entertained the people. from next door
The turkey tasted just as good as it had the day before.

Day four, relations came to stay; poor Gran is looking old,
We finushed up the Christmas pud and ate the turkey “cold.
On the fifth day of Christmas outside the snow flakes flurried
But we were nice and warm inside for we had our turkey curried.
On the sixth day, I must admit, the Christmas spirit died.
The children fought and bickered. We ate turkey I'lS%lf‘b, fried.
On the seventh day of Christmas my wue love he did wince
When he sat down at the table and was offered turkey mince.

Day uéhi, and nerves were getting frayed, the dog had run for shelter,
Iserved up t urLey pancakes with a glas« of Alka Seltzer.
On day 9 our cat left home. By lunch tme Dad was blotto.

' He said he had to have a drink to face turkey risotto.
By the tenth day the booze had gone (except our home-made brew),
As if that wasn’t bad enough we suffered turkey stew.

On the eleventh day of Christmas, the Christmas tree was moulting,
The mince pies were as hard as rock and the turkey was revolting.
On the twelfth day my tue love had a smile upon his lips,

The guests had gone, the turkey too, and we dined on fish and chips!

Chris Jago sent this amusing contribution in way back last January
but, as I said at the time, it was a bit late for Christmas so I would hold
it over. Here it is for you dﬂ to enjoy.

wew= = = 000000000= = = can
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Cliacnman's Chiat

Christmas 1s fast approaching and if you, like me,
have yet to complete your hst of work that must be done in
1997 then there will be a few tasks to carry over into the
New Year. Mine are due mainly to circumstances beyond
my control, honest! T may think there are few but knowing
Detty’s interpretation of that word then I accomplished few,
if any, of my “approved” list.

Now that I have mentioned the festive season may 1
make a plea that you have a safe and happy celebration. 1
know that over the Christmas Festinities tragedy will strike
some families. Putting on my “Fireman’s” hat, 1 hope you
will heed my plea, for the risk of fire in homes is greatdy
mcreased for a number of reasons. We all happily decorate
our homes with various decorations strewn all around, trees covered
hikewise.  When did you last check the lights for the tree for frayed or
broken insulation and bulb holders cracked or britde? Oh yes! Have you
checked the fuse? 1 will bet that the fuse in 99% of homes will be a
13-amp fuse instead of a 2 amp one. The fuse, to us laymen, is the weak
hnk in the electrical chain. If the fuse is stronger than the wire it is
protecting then you can guess the outcome. Come to think of it, again I'll
bet that most of you will have a 13 amp fuse in most of your electrical
apphances. As a rough guide 13 amp fuses need only be used in
appliances that use heat of sorts e.g. electric heaters, washers, irons and
so on. Most of the remainmg apphances, TV, video, music centres and
suchlike require 5 amp fuses. Most of the other appliances e.g. clocks,
reading lamps, etc. need a 2 amp fuse. If in doubt you can always seek
advice from a qualified electrician or ask your local Fire Brigade for
advice and leaflets.  You may think that this s a tll story but,
unfortunately for one man and his landlord, it is the honest truth. First,
a question. How many adapters can you physically have working from
1 (one) 13 amp socket? Go on, guess! 15, 20, 25? Well, I have
honestly found one with 28 electrical appliances of one sort or another!
A veritable tree of adapters. The occupier of this very small terraced
house called us because he was worried about the blistering paint on the
skirting board in his downstairs room. When we investigated his fuse box
the fuse was a 6-inch nail which he himself had mserted because the
ordinary fuses were continually blowing.  Good thinking! 1 can’t
remember all the apphiances he was rurnung from this one socket so I'll
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st some of them. Electric fire (3 bars), table top electric cooker and
oven, TV., kettle, toaster, clock, reading lamp, fish tank (with heater,
pump and lights), wron, washer, spin drier, vacuum cleaner, etc. Tknow
his landlord was none too pleased when the Electricity Board condemned
not only this house but also all the rest of the terrace and cut off the

supply. None of us would do any thing like that, would we?

- Finally may T wish you a happy and enjoyable Christmas from
Betty and myself. Oh yes, don’t forget to smile. 1 wonder what will be
m my stocking this year?

Andrew Enavistle
It 1sn’t surprising that people put too many adapters into one point
now that there are so many electrical gadgets about. And so many
gimmicky adapters, too.

we-z= = 2000000000= = =0 ,
Symphony Suspension

After many years of trailing with many different caravans we
decided it was time to ‘upgrade’ to a motor caravan. The thought of
anything larger than a panel van, at least © begin with, was beyond my
confidence and accordingly m March this year I presented myself to a
dealer and discovered how easy it was to trade m a car plus trailer van
exchange for an almost new Symphony. Having now travelled eight
thousand miles in it, in as many months, I feel almost comfortable
driving the beast and have only had one ‘occrurence” when 1 reversed
mto a tree.

Whilst being quite satisfied with it generally 1 was surprised at the
firmness of the nide, particularly as the vehicle is never used m its
unladen mode. Having a back problem doesn’t help and 1 was
contfidently expecting the driving positon to be better for me than a car.
My wife confirmed my assessment of the suspension when she
announced that she was going to have to consider purchasing a sports bra!

Choosing a nice warm day I decided to examine the underside of
the Symphony and was surprised to see that Aeon spring assisters had
been fitted above the rear leaf springs. 1 spoke with A-S rep at the
Peterborough show who assured me that they would not have modified
the base vehicle and that the assisters had probably been fitted with the
towbar which T had removed. (See ‘For Sale’” later!) My next move was
to examine a standard Boxer van, rather to the amusenent of the owner,
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to find 1t had standard buffer hmits fitted, so 1 wrote to A-S this tme.
Their reply indicated that the assisters were indeed fitted as part of the
conversion to improve the ride quality but there seemed to be no
objection to their removal providing standard buffers were inserted.
Certainly as it was the rear suspension was virtually sohd, but I decided
to make haste slowly. After several thousand miles I dec ided to examine
the effect of removing the assisters. 1 found that the rear eud of the van
dropped by only about an inch which wasn’t going to cause me any
problems with van atatude. Aeon’s may be shocked to hear that 1 then
cut their massive assisters in half, discarding the lower halves (but
keeping them in case I had to bond them back on). This left a clearance
of several inches between the leaf springs and the remaining half of the
assisters. The results have been dramatic. 1can feel that the rear spring
actually operates now as well as the dampers. There are far less ratiles
in the van and travelling on non-motorway roads 1s vastly improved.

The vehicle is petrol engined but thus lighter power unit would
hardly affect the rear end. Inadentally, 1 was concerned mitially
regarding fuel consumption but having carefully kept records from day 1
and admitting to being easy on the accelerator, 1 have been pleased that
the average over 8,000 miles has been 27 miles to the gallon.

Peter Hacking
ez = = 000000000 = = = au-

New VEHICLE REGISTRANIONS,

In 1967 the motor manufacturers successfully persuaded the
authorities to change the registration so that the year ? etter changed on
1st August, then a slack time for business. Now it is the time of peak
demand. So the letter “S” will come nto force in March followed by “17
on st September 1998. The new system of two changes in 12 months
1s intended to spread the demand more evenly.

The current series will run out in September 2001 and it 1s to be
replaced by one using four letters, two digits and a final age identfying
letter.

Geoff Scholey
Having seen what some people do with the current letter/number
arrangements (ELV1S for example) the mind boggles at what they may
do with four letters!

ez = 2000000000 = = =ae-
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Spare Wheel Storage
Our Trophy is fitted with a commercial frame towbar. Thiss fitted
to the existing holes on the chassis frame where the spare wheel was
positioned as origimal equipment. The towbar frame extends beyond the
toilet room pod by 7 inches with 10-12 inches ground clearance. The
spare wheel and its carrier can be re-fited under the towbar frame with
very minor adjustments.

The towbar has a big free bonus. It is a very solid protector to the
toilet extension. After all, no vehicle radiator would like a solid towball
shoved m its face, would «t?

And for all the “Boy Racers”, here 1s the last word which 1 quote
verbatim from the VW handbook:-

Quote: The automatic gear box control unit i1s equipped with two
driving programmes. 1. Sport programme 2. FEconomy programmie.
The programune is selected Automaucally depending on operation of the
accelerator pedal. The Sport programme is selected if the accelerator
pedal is operated rapidly. In this case the accelerator pedal need not be
depressed to the point of kick down. In the Sport Programme full use 1s
made of the engine power reserves through delayed changed to higher
gear. Unquote.

Allen Wakeling
Having had a solid frame towbar on the previous two vans and the
Hope Safe-T-Bar on the present Clubman I can agree with Allen on the
safety angle. It is surprising how many drivers keep well clear of my tail
- perhaps 1 should take something for it!

emn= = = 000000000 = = = aee

WANTED

Has anyone got a handbook for a ‘C” reg T1000,
please? Telephone Jean Greenaway on 0127 346 1995
or write to 9 White Lion Court, Ship Steet,
Shoreham-by-Sea, West Sussex, BN43 5DY

ez = =000000000= = = aen
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For Sale
- but a bit different!

. How about a two week non-motoring holiday at the
G{\S&\ Carlton 5 star hotel in Madeira in October? A mmpleto rest in
L a luxury apartment which sleeps 4. 2 bathrooms,
kitchenette, balcony overlooking sea and harbour.  £680.00 all m.
(Unable to use next autumn.) Ilhights can be arranged extra. For full
details ring Vivian and Sid Barlow on 0155 882 4075 or write to 9
Ger-y-Llan, Cwnifor, Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire, SA19 7BU.

Thanks for the donation
wmm= = 2000000000 = = e
rn
FfOR SALE

VW Trophy, diesel 2370cc, 1994. 2 berth. Low
Mileage.  Shower, toilet, fridge, oven/hob. Recent new [V

tyres. Bike rack, alarm, drive away awning. | oR
£19,500.00. Tel: Wuldy Madge on 0162 687 2778 or gﬁi
write to Hillfield House, lLower  Rocombe, Lﬂ;wy % ’
Stokeinteignhead, Newton Al)bot Devon, TQ12 4QL. H o
Thanks for the donation. é
HHEHGRERS

Boxer Executive, 2.5 TD, P.A.S., electric front windows, 2 berth.
June 1997, 2,300 miles approx. In built Fantastic {an, Filamma top
box, fitted “Status” aerial and booster, awning light, Thatcham
mmmobiliser and alarm.  Non-smokers, no pets.  Sull under
manufacturer’s warranties. To include interior fitted Silver Screens (cab
area only), 2 x 7 kg Propane cylinders. Irnmaculate condition. Genuine
reason for sale. £28,500.00 ovno (f()r quick sale).  Tel: Frank
Thompson on 0140 581 7068 or write to 44 Palm (ﬂove Court,
Thorne, Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DNg 4FB.

Thanks for the donation.

HHRHRRHERH -
Romero, 4,500 mules, September 1996. Pewol. Top bed
COTVETSIOn, pif:mv of space. Space heater, 2nd battery, tow hitch and
step, dual electrics. With us from new. Hip touble forces sale. Offers
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over £18,150.00. Telephone Hugh Thomas on 0155 483 2701 or
write to NF‘”“ Lodge, Burry Port, (ln'znaxﬂmn,shn e, SA16 OTD.

Thanks for the donation.

HERBHRERY
Raleigh awning, 3 metre, free-standing.
£150.00. Honda generator 650. £250.00 ono.
Portable folding wardrobe, new. £20.00. Phone
John Rutter on 0132 726 1242 or write to 9
Membris  Way, Woodford Halse, Daventry,
Northants, NN11 3QZ.

Tharnks for the donation.

HERERHAAR
Clubman (diesel e nﬂim,), 30 mpg with all the
usual A-8 items plus crnuuse control, Flamma awn-
ing, Fluxgate compass, spot hghm, Silver Screen,
roof fan, mobile phone aerial, alarm and pager. Vehicle is ‘M’ regis-
tered. £23,000.00. Telephone Alfred Campbell on 0130 967 4898 or
write to Happy Return, Nelson Road, Forres, Moray, IV36 0DR.

BREHBHARH
Tow bar for Peugeot Boxer. As new and easy to fit. £80.00.

" Telephone Peter Hac ng on 0162 351 2612 or write to 2 Westfield

ﬂo‘«c Sutton m-Ashfield, Notts., NG17 1FA.
HHEBEHSRGH

NR awning, used with D etto for 5 davs only. Free standing or
attached to gutiering. £250.00. Also exte anal Silver Screen £‘3() 00.
Both items will also fit an A-S similar to the Duetto. Please ring Doreen
Dernit on 0132 531 6060 or write to 1 Midfields, School Aycliffe, Newton
Aycliffe, Co. Durham, DL5 6QJ.

Thanks for the donation.
HERUBHLHRSE
Insulated Silver Screen for Talbot Express. Internal or external
use. Only used occasionally by us on 1989 Fahsman GL but we propose
to update. V.G.C. £50.00 (inclusive of P&P if required). Tel: Allan
Sharratt on 0162 686 3948 or write to 6 Barton Terrace, Dawlish,
Devon, EX7 9QIH.
HEHEHUEREH
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Talbot Harmony 1993 K’ reg. 25,000
miles.  Shower, cassette loo ete.  Excellent
condiion. £15,950.00. Telephone Adnian
Newitt on 0129 673 0951 or write o 22 The
Island, Steeple Claydon, Bucks, MK18 2NU

RAE#RHHBERHE

Three Chantal Rooflights plus a few spare
‘stalks’. Nothing required for these but suggest
a contribution to Club funds. Also, 30 litre gas
tank kit, originally supplied t]m;ug:h ASOC,
£75.00 o.n.0. Contact John Scott on 0124
438 1035 or wnte to 48 Shepherds lLane,
Chester, CH2 2DQ. :

e = = 2000000000 = = = an.

AMSWERS 1O tHE SIMPLE QUESTIONS.

Yes, it comes between 4th and 6th November.

12

The match. How else would you light the others?
Half an hour - hence “one every half hour”.

17 - 9 live and 8 dead.

70. (30 divided by one-half is 601)

2 “You” ook two!

NOAH built the Ark, not Moses.

“You” drive the coach -~ so what's YOUR name?

How did you get on?
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Your Committee would like to wish you the usual compliments of
the season and for you all to have a very happy New Year. We would like
to thank the many of you who have taken the trouble to say that things are
going the way you like. We are glad that we seem to be doing the nght
things to please most of the over 3,000 people now members of this Great
Club of ours. Enjoy yourselves in 1998 - already!

For my part, may I say thank you to all those who have written to
me to say that they like the Newsletter. Tl try to get better next year!

Your Editor
Harry Henthorne
144 Devonshire Hill Lane
fLondon, N17 7NH
Tel: 0181 808 9112
Rk kR R R O ok AR A AR ok ok Rtk S ok ok R R
Any item appearing in this Newsletter may be freely used by other
publications. Please acknowledge both Author and Source.
ook ok o ke ok Tk Rk R R R Rk ok AR R R R kSRR Rk kR R Ak
Al contributions from Members which appear in the Newsletter are
published in good faith in the hope that they will prove useful or interesting.
All reasonable care has been taken to ensure accuracy but none of the
modifications has been tested by us therefore neither the Editor, the Club nor
the Company will accept any responsibility for the consequences if you try
them out.
Tkt ok ok o sk T ok Ak sk ok kR R R OE ko R R R A Rk ok kR Rk R A R

Commitiee Members:

Andrew Entwistle Chairmnan; Joint Chairman - 0142 284 3057
AGM Sub-Cttee
Sheila Henthorne Secretary & Membership 0181 808 9112
Secretary
Herry Henthorne Newsletter Editor 0181 808 9112
Brian Hooton - Charrrnan C & C Sub-Cttee 0123 576 4782
Arthrur Irving Vice-Chairma: Joint 0114 236 5698
Chairmean AGM Sub-Cttee
Ben Mansfield Chuaef Rally Marshal 0172 336 9769
Neil Rogers Rally Co-Ordinator 0132 537 4549
lan Ross Regalia Officer B 0170 822 8075
Geoff Scholey Press Officer 0175 675 2303
Janet Sutterby Minates Secretary 0150 746 2449
Johx Tidbury Treasurer 0123 552 5730
Ray Young Vive-Chatrman 0150 752 3467
Clharles Trevelyan President 0138 685 3338
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