AUTO-SLEEPER
OWNERS’ CLUB

@a%?@d@%wewm

for the Awanal Dinwer Dance and A.G W, Wecksed ot

Wickiteed, Park, Kettoning, 4 - 614 Aprd 1997
fsspestochet!

NEWSLETTER 102
MARCH 1997



Hello.

A few times recently I have been asked whether we have a fax
machine available so that copy could be sent that way to me. Luckaly (1
think) we haven’t got one. 1 say luckily because I have heard all sorts of
horror stories about junk faxes being received at all sorts of odd timies of
day or mght. Equally, I wouldn’t want the fax facilities on the computer
because of the bugs or viruses which could be inserted that way. The
main reason is that we haven’t anywhere, really, to put a fax machine.
So I'm sorry but 1 shall sull have 10 recetve bits and pieces from you all
via the old fashioned snail mail!

=== = 2000000000= = = -

Weights
Might I add a hitde to Nial Reynolds’ letter in October and hopefully
dispel any doubts that may arise concermng this somewhat complex
subject! Several years ago A-8 purchased a set of weigh pads and we
mndomly weigh completed vans as they come off the finishing line.

Weights are not published in the Company Magazine because they
change.

There are two reasons for change. The first relates to the base
vehicle which manufacturers will modify i relaton to impending
legislation well before 1t becomes compulsory. Further, they will, as a
result of customer comments, warranty claims and the development of
new production processes s and mmema]s mmprove the vehicles.  All of
this normally results in the weight of new vehicles increasing over a
period of time.  With this knowledge we are constantly reviewing the
materials used in our conversions to reduce their weight and to improve
the payloads. We have not yet gone so far as some Japanese
manufacturers who use hollow fibre carpets in an attempt to save weight!

You may be aware that there 1s an FC. Directive known as the
Masses and Dimension Directive which is still causing some confusion.
This applies to defining the unladen weight etc. and includes special
requirernents for motor caravans.  Also there are draft Furopean
standards for payloads for touring and motor caravans. These set the
minimum payloads for such vehicles and 1t 1s still being hody debated
across Europe. When this 1s all finalised 1t may be that motor caravan
manufacturers will publish payloads ete. in thewr brochures.

Meanwhile those of you who have recently taken delivery of a new
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Form E111

We recently recerved the Carsvan Club's 1997 Travel Service
brochure and the Red Pennant Travel Insurance hooklet. At the foot of
page 11 of the bookdet it states “if you are travelling to i;i’ COUNEES you
should get a Forma E111 from your local i st i?i;;; £ g;zsé we i‘*i‘{éiiiﬁ?’{i{i
that you obain a new form every w e roocder cnew our §
year old E111 for smendment to our ade we %&fi éit %é’iiﬁ}fﬁ? “Health
advice for travellers” booklet in our possession. In there, at the {oot of
page 32, it states “Your E111 remains vahid mdefimiely so long as yon

We §§{§v= %i% azsi {é ;%
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remain ordinanly resident m the UK. You will only need w© apply for
another E1T1 if you use it to claim for treatinent or if you muslay i.”

We wrote to the Caravan Club pointing out éé{,i}{ é};’;&i’%‘?é% wrong
advice and we have now received a reply which says “| accept that the
i 1 should remain valid mdefmitely but ész reality 15 that many

itals in parts of Europe will not accept the form if 1t 1s more than one
ar old. We have spoken to many people at home and abroad about
this ;i;“{?{ dem, mcluding the DSS, and they know and accept that it
They say that %%%*“i hav 11 85 fg‘; as §§%“i Can o encourage the
necessary people to resolve 287 d that %sﬁé
there 1s a sausfactory resolution they will continue to recornmend that the
form should be renewed annually.

Se there we are!

The Internatonal Drving Permnt s
recommended 1 Spain n spite of the Furopean Pink Driving
Lacenocs , ceptable throughout Europe. The 1.D.P.
has o be renewed ¢ dﬁ;ﬁjﬁia now apparently we have to renew our E111.
What's next?

Shetla and John Read
You shouldn™t have asked that last question - the people in Brussels
will think that you want some more! Incidentally, dus leter was dated
Lith January, 1.e. one day after my closing date and carried the hope
that there would be room in the February 1ssue!! No chance!!!
-—===000000000= ==

The Travelling Gourmets
The Delights of the Great North Road - Part 1

We have travelled by car up and down parts of the A1 road
regularly over the past twenty years and noted how busy this road has
weome.  In Herdordshire and “Up North” towards Neweasde it has
wly been converted o motorway status.  Now parts in Cambridge-
shire and North Yorkshire have been or are being made up to that
standard. Generally this is a great §};§¥§;sf=§§ﬁ§§ However it is reducing
the ubility 10 rest on a long tip unless you are particularly keen on
Sornek §§§§ s E{qﬁq or %iiﬁ ?%;ﬁﬁ %w now {z*ﬁé o §§§ei§9 use {;«f {%&v %i*"‘i*i
X
NO %iz ;s;si* §§§§ ider s&;iﬁ égié §’€ﬁ§§§f‘; of fuel stops
hias been x;ﬁ{;f&’zﬁ}iix reduced along the A1 50 keep a close eye on the
of 50 miles between service stations
stll shown as dosted Iines on the maps.)

s
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This year for our first long trek i Gloria, our lovely Legend, we
decided to visit Northumbria. Not wanting to drive 400 miles in one go
(to Berwick upon Tweed) we looked carefully for reasonable overnight
stops. The Camping and Caravanning Club site at Boroughbridge is
about two miles from a new piece of A. 1(M) and within walking distance
“of the old town. We found one or two eateries in the town, and a very
good bread and cake shop, but the site warden recommended a short
walk to the litde village of Roecliffe and the Crown Inn. The village is a
charming backwater where new housing has been carefully fitted
alongside the old but it manages to retain an air of rural wanquillity. The
Crown lnn is a long, low whitewashed building set back from the road by
the village green. After looking at the menu and prices outside we were
not surprised to find the comfy bar was quite full even at 7.00 pm.
However there is quite a large dining room at one end of the building
which seemed able to cope with frequent carloads of hungry visitors.

The menu has “bar food” (what IS that?) plus a set dinner and a
large a la carte selecion. They also do theme meals once .a month and
we managed to pick the right day. The theme for that evening was a vast
Hawaiian assortment. Jane had fish and chips (what a let down!) and 1
had braised lamb washed down with half a boule of Macen. The
portions were huge. My lamb looked like half a leg! Both meals were
served with fresh vegetables. Together with coffee our bill came to just
over £22.00. We were impressed with the overall standard as well as the
friendly service. To cap 1t all, the Crown offers a free trip back to the
camp site. What more can you want? Be assured that the Crown is well
worth a stop if your are travelling that way. It has accommodation as
well, if you wish. You can reserve a table on 0142 332 2578.

Mike Randall

Mike tells me that his Legend’s name springs from “Sic transit

gloria mundi” - do I take it that he took. delivery on a Mundi?
---== = 000000000 = = = ax
Fuel Filling

We have now had our 2.5 diesel Duetto for about four months and
- have done around 4,000 miles. We find that we can only fill up right to
 the top (past full on the gauge) at Safeways. At other filling stations when
no more will go m it only registers between % and full on the gauge. Has
anyone else come across this problem or can offer any solution? We are
doing 27 mpglocal and 30 mpg on a run. Should we be doing any better?

Pat & Jim Allen
My immediate reaction is to question whether all the filling station
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forecourts are truly level and whether the nozzles of the pump hoses have
any differing cut-off pomts. Any other thoughts?
== == 000000000= = = aue

Cliacrman’s Cliar

At the Committee meeung in early February 1997,
the Membership Secretary reported that she had not
received Renewal Forms from a number of members.
Accordingly she has not sent out Membership Cards to
those members and they will not receive further
Newsletters; niot, at least, untl they return those forms.

Sheila (Henthorne), as Membership Secretary,
receives in excess of 1,200 Renewal Forms and compares
the details given with her record of members, making
amendments as needed. The up-to-date records are
essential to the smooth running of the Club in many ways.
The late return of these forms does cause Sheila a degree
of inconvenience that could be avoided by their early
return. To those members who have returned the forms
quickly 1, on behalf of Sheila, say “Thank you”. Her
post-boy (and husband) Harry has, on some days, taken over 150
envelopes containing the new membership cards to the post box. When
forms are returned promptly Sheila is able to up-date her records and
complete the transactions in a comparatively short time and with a
steady flow.

I do remind ALL members that they must carry their valid,
current, Membership Cards at all Club rallies. This 1s parocularly
necessary at the Annual Dinner and Annual General Meeting rally from
their arrival at Wicksteed Park until they leave either on Sunday or
Monday. They may be asked for their cards by the Park’s Security Staff
and they will need them for any voting at the Annual General Meeting.

As shown on the cover of this month’s Newsletter, please return
your booking form to Jackie Claxton as soon as possible so that she is able
to deal with the bookings quickly. The forms were printed on yellow
paper and included with the February 1997 Newsletter. If you have
already sent your Booking form to Jackie, my thanks for your prompt
reply.

- Arthur Irving
=== == 000000000= = =---
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Parking

We have just moved 1o Burgess Hill in West Sussex. We now find
that because of space considerations we cannot park our Rambler GL on
our present drive so therefore require all the year round storage. Does
anyone know any storage place within, say, 2 - 3 miles from Burgess Hill
(with reasonable fees!)? 7 At present the van is on a commercial site about
15 miles away but we will have to move before the season starts at Easter.
Please telephone us on 0144 425 8398 if you can help.

Margamf & Ken Williams

ez = = 000000000 = = e

13 amp Socket Tester

In the November 1996 Newsletter my article was published on how
to make an apphdm‘e to test Lamp%m‘ Mmains, partic ul&r!v i France.
(You may recall my comments that seven out of seven sites m Normandy
and Brittany were found to have reversed mains last summer.) We have
recently seen a similar appliance mamufactured in the UK and stocked by
the local B & Q. Itis sold under the name ‘Rapitest” and costs, here in
the Channel Islands, £10.99. The UK price would probab Iy be just
under £13.50 due to VAT. 1enclose a cutting showing the gadget which
1 'took from a fairly old copy of “Which?”

Harry Aubin

Sorry, I could not reproduce the cutting but the item is in the form
of a three pin plug with a larger flat cover on it. The cover contains three
L.E.D'S and beneath them is the dhagram which shows what the various
combinatons of lights means.

ez 2 2 000000000= = = au-

TIGGERS

Well, that's what I call the Technical Information Group!! They
have just produced Auto-Sleeper Ideas Sheet No. 5 regarding the Boxer
Gearbox and Battery problems. If you would like a copy of this
informative fact sheet please get in contact with the Maurice Payne. His
address is 3 Chermiston Road North, Edinburgh, EH4 7BL and you can
reach him on the telephone on 01 31 336 3385. As previously stated,
there is a nominal 50p charge to cover the costs of postage and packing.

o= = 2000000000 = = = can

More Tips

The back rest of the single rear seat on our Trophy tends to assume
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a near vertical position when 1 use.  We solved the problem by storing
a spare paper towel roll behind the base of the back rest.

For £4.50 we bought a couple of rubber open diamond mesh
external door mats, size 23" x 13" x 5/8". Apart from their obvious use
on a damp site outside the van door we found them valuable for
preventing wheel spin when extricating the van on a wet muddy pitch.
They are far superior to the flimsy plastic Grip Mats which we also carry.

When touring, a convenient way of pre-washing small items of
clothing 1s to place them in a small hdded bucket with washing powder
and water. The motion of the vehicle agitates the contents and on arrival
at the site all that s required is a simple rise through. Well, that’s what
Pam tells me! It works even better if the bucket handle is suspended by
a rubber bungee.

This ap 1 found many years ago after reading John Steinbeck’s
“Travels with Charlie”, & book which T am sure many members would
enjoy. In common with many conversions our Trophy needs just a hitde
more work top space. A detachable worktop adjacent to the top next 1o
the gas hob would be ideal. From A-8 1 bought a 19' x 16" matching
melamine work top with lipping on the two outside edges. Glue and
screw two wood blocks, 22" x 5/8' x 5/8', to the edge of the underside.
To these screw two ‘L’ shaped brackets. On the side of the existing
worktop I screwed a varnished oak batten 14" x %' x 1/8' just under and
flush with the lipping. On this screw two corresponding brackets into
which the ‘1" shaped brackets locate.

A supporting bracket for the extension is made from a piece of oak
faced %" ply size 14" x 11" which 1s piano hinged to the underside of the
front edge behind the lipping. The rear edge of the ply bracket buts
against lie side of the cabmet. This modification more than doubles the
worktop space to a useful 33' x16". To remove the worktop just lift off,
fold the supporting bracket flat to the underside and stow it behind the
rear single seat back rest for waveling. If you want any cdlarification
telephone me on 0190 378 2810.

Derek Hockley

Three small comments. (1) It looks as though Derek would be a
worthy member of the Tiggers. (2) Be careful not to over-fill a bucket
and, preferably, have a close fiting or screw on lid. (3) There is a
commercial version of the bucket specifically made for this purpose
which can be stored f{airly easily in most vans.

-z = 2000000000= = =aae
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Amateur Radio

I am an amateur radio operator (G 3 M8Q) and am thinking of
nstalling a 2 metre rig in my Harmony. My experience is of the HF
bands (mh and [ wonder if any other ‘ham’ member could advise me?
What would be a suitable transceiver; would the leisure battery be
adequate; would the lights cause interference and what about the acrial?
1 would hope to operate in both Britain and France. In the Har mony we
are completely self-contained with water, food, heating, lighting, radio
reception, etc., ete., except for communication with the outside world.
I suppose that many members have mobile phones or use CB. If anvone
can offer advice I can be contacted on 0194 672 5306 or they could drop
a line 0 82 Meadowhield, Gosforth, Seascale, Cumbria, CA20 1HU.

Harry Warren

This is a relatively new member who hasn’t vet twigged that if there
is a leisure interest of any sort we probably have other members who
enjoy 1t - and the interest too! 1 know there are several enthusiastic
amateur radio users about so perhaps some help can be given.

--= = =000000000= = =<

Door Security

Having owned my Clubman for two years I decided it was tme 1o
improve the secur, ity as far as the door locks are concerned. Other
members may find the following information i mteresting. | invesugated
the different types of locks on the market and concluded that my re-
quirements were suited by “Safeway” locks number D120 which are fited
with the Radial Pin 'imzﬁ}k‘x type of key which is more difficult to force
- with a screwdriver. 1 spoke to Phil Abraham at Safeway who was ex-
tremely helpful. He supplied three locks all using the same keys and an
extra Jonger locking bolt in case the gap between van door and pillar was
wide. In fact I used the standard bolts which retracted flush with the door-.
The lock 1s a bolt which is turned with the tubular key. To get in a thief
would have to drill the locks. He could break a window but would then be
uniable to open the doors to get out. They would not deter a determined
thief but would make the opportunist go elsewhere. The locks cost about
£12.95 each delivered - a local locksmith charges about £19.00.

When fitting to the caravan deor it can more or less s go where vou

want it. In the case of the van doors the locks have 1o go below the level
of the window when it is wound down. In the case of the VW T4 the
door trim comes off very easily. There are two fixings at the top. The
one at the windscreen end is removed with a screwdriver. The one at the
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other end needs an Allen key, The handle is removed after removing the
plastic cover and the last things to remove are three screws under the
door pull after unclipping the cover. Then you simply lift the cover off.
Do not try to pull it off as on some cars. You do not have to unclip the
handle which opens the door. Access is then very easy.

First of all check that the corresponding hole in the door pillar will
be in a suitable place and then drill the hole for the bolt in the edge of the
door.  Next get mto the van, shut the door, push a pencil through the
hole and make a circle on the door pillar. This is where you will have to
drill a hole for the bolt to go through. Next drill a hole m the front of the
door for the lock to go into. This depends on where the bolt hole is.
Because of the curve of the door 1 drilled mine slightly below because it
meant that the spline of the lock pointed upwards. You then merely turn
the bolt slightly to Iine it up x»xvf the spline. Now drill the small holes
which hold the bold in place. Finally drill the hole in the door pillar for
the bolt to enter. Having made your pencil mark this should hne up.

These are just my suggestions for installation.  Full instruction are
given with the locks and 1 am told that Dave Cassidy of Safeway will be
pleased to answer any quenes Linstalled the locks 10* from the bottom
of the driver’s door, 11" from the bottom of the passenger door and 29’
from the bottom of the van door. 1made the driver’s door position lower
to avoid VW labels on the pillar. The hole in the pillar on the passenger
side 1s in line with the diesel filler pipe. There is no problem with this as
long as you don’t go mad with a drill which is Jonger than necessary.
Finally, having drilled the hole in the door pillars 1 decided to make
devices to stop any water getting in. The copper tubing and caps are
available from any plumbmg suppler. 1 soldered them together using
plumber’s solder and it proved to be quite strong enough.

Also, 1did the obvious things like painting the bare metal, greasing
the locks and squirting Waxoil mside the pillars and door. Sdfcwayx
address is Safeways Ltd, 10 Grange Mount, Birkenhead, 143 4XW and
the telephone number is 0151 653 3414. For those in the north of
England who would rather have the locks professionally fitted 1 believe
thd[ AC Lock & Safe Co, 123 Park Road, Hartepool, Cleveland, T826
9HS - telephone 0142 922 2100 (Terry P.;u'k) have installed these in a
Clubman. The sketches below, NOT to any scale, may give some further
help.

Tony Smith
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March. 1997 Rallv Supplement.

20th - 23rd March (3 nights); Wyeside Caravan & Camping Park, Rhayader, Powys

Rally marshals: john & Pat Bridge.

Site fee: £4.50 per night. Flec: £1.00, only 19 hook-ups available. Rally fee: £1.50

Booking slips to: Mrs P. Bridge, "Ardwyn", Sryn Hall, St.Harmon, Rhayader, Powys.LD6 5LH
Telephone: 01 597 870 234 Cheque payable to: P Bridge.

Attractions: A small, well appointed site on banks of the River Wye with first class showers &
toilets. Approx. 200 yards from centre of Rhayader, a small town in the heart of the Welsh
Mountains, boasting a Leisure Centre with swimming pool; the Royal Welsh Crystal Glass factory
and the Red Kite feeding centre.

Directions: From Rhayader take A44 (A470} 5.P. LLANGURIG. Site on left
Limited 1o 40 vans. {Skateboards NOT aflowed!}

t in approx. 200 yards.

4th - 6th April; Annual Dinner Rally & AG M, Wicksteed Park, Kettering, Northants.

Full detadls and booking form were enclosed with February Newsletter. Please refer to that.
Bookings for meals and site close close 8th March. Late enquiries to: Mrs | Claxton, Flat 13
Albany Mansions, Upper Maze Hill, St. Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex. TN38 OYD. (01424)
714915 evenungs only.

11th - 13th April; The Deers Hut P.H. & C.P., Griggs Green, Near Liphook, Hants.
iy marshals: Sylvia & Al Gat &iz HSE.

f@e £5.00 per mght. NG electricity

king sk pid Sylvia Gatehouse, "(elest gfa" 71 Fashing Lane, &
01 483 422 620 i 5

fus é:}pe gp {af £5.00 ’}i} ; d to
z%eais vans, as - regrettably ~ no
ciities & Showers on site. Rally

23 25 vans maximum.
irections: Take A3 Southbound ?*!fm;g?‘ Hindhead, turning lef to Griggs Green just past Liphook

“95‘ ices. Take A3 Northbound, past Pe ters feld and wn lef at sign gzﬂs? Griggs Green. From either
directio

n The Deers Hut Public §-§ use W ‘5& found In approximately ¥ mile on the *g{; bt hand side.

\as:f ra Wise §j
fé%;‘;’%‘i w?; ch szse:%ases eiwfiﬁc*g and Sat. evening entertainment. Bally feet £1.50

izmgpd la 3{} ¥ans.
ombe: West Down s 2
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25tk - 27th April; National Motorhome & Tourer Show,
: 2y Qs asf?; & sﬂgm;

=

v r;;",

Aai"‘j Thur: 3

St., Bourne, Lincs PE10 9PH. Cheques o in
Complete one of gur rally slips and post that wm £1.00 rallyfee t to: Mrs A M Crouch, “Sydrey®, Syivan
Close, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shrops. $Y12 278 Cheque payable to:- A M Crouch. Telephone:
01948 840894,  If you have difficulty obtaining a booking form serd a stamped, seff-addressed
envelope with your £1.00 rally fee {& booking sfip} to Audrey and she will send you a form (if you ask

for cnel). No arrivals before 2 pm Thursday, 24th April

g Club, Burn Village, Near Shelby, N.¥orks

weskend f?::t?a chargel}
Club signposted in Burm village.

8th - Pth May {four aig?ﬁs" i.;ﬁ?e Cotton Caravan Park, Dartmouth, Devon.

Hally hais: Terry & Pam H

Sge .50 per night. Eﬁﬁf&é’;f £1.80 per migh ylee £2.00

Addi ights must be arranged with the sile owner, Mr Paul White (01803 833675)
Bo ostor Mr& Mrs Q2 6IR(01803 6

fittr Sangﬁgﬁ‘i 2 na oat trips up th
: nds, "D-Day” practise

art walks. “Park & Ride" adjacent {;}
distance. Dogs permitted but mu
be sent to members upon books ;g)

rimouth. Licensed (lub premi ises ava
ead at all imes.Localion and trav

netructions w

Gth - 11th May; Longleat Estate, Nr Warminster, %ilts.

Rally marshals: Eric & Hazel Wilton,

Site fee: £3.50 per night No electicity. Rally Fee: £2.00

Large, gently sioping green field site to be shared with Swift M C Club.

Booking slip to' Mr & Mrs E Viiton, 17 Rock Road, Keynsham, Bristol B518 18P

Telephones- 01179 860942 Cheques payable to H Wilton

Attractions: Su,,e»:b iakes§de iacatios adgacem to Longleat Hﬁuse & Safari F’ark’ ard mar\g ﬂ*her

alt at site. ?és;*gz,;g:» &*‘JF'S i;f:::, nse raq sé( ;‘Ea

. Foliow signs to Longleat House, not Satan










Programme, Theatr Chwyd - Saturday Night:- 1. The Importance of Being Eamest...... Oscar Wilde, 2.
Cavalcaders by Billy Roache. 3. Clwyd Room ‘In a Sense’ Dance & Music workshoplt A A-SO C
challenge! 4. Niso 2 filmst 5. Sunday ALL DAY Antiques Fair. And all just outside your vani} The
town of Mold is within easy walking distance, Saturday morning street market. Restaurant and bar at
the theatre all weekend!

Directions:- Approach Mold from the East via the A494, from the South from Wrexham A541 and from
the West Ruthin A494. On the outskirts of Mold pick up the BROWN direction signs for Theatr Clwyd,
follow A-SOC signs from approach road.

Please NOTE: NO arrivals BEFORE & pm on Friday 23rd May.... Plenty of car parking in Mold.

30th - 1st june; St. Pierre Caravan Park, Portskewett, Chepstow,

Rally marshals:- Dorothy & David Ellis

Site fee: £7.00 per aight including electricity. Rally fee: £1.50

Booking slip to: Mr & Mrs D Eliis, 25 Thornhill Road, Upper Cwmbran, Gwent. NP44 5TF

Telephone: 01633 862558  Cheques payable to: D Elis

Attractions: Pleasant site. Views over both Severn bridge crossings. Pleasant walks. Close to St Fierre
Championship Golf Course.

Directions: Use OLD Severn Bridge, now M49 and 5.P. Wales/ Chepstow. Leave at Junction 22. At
roundabout turn left onto A48 (Newport). At next roundabout turn left S.P. Portskewett and
international Caravan sign. Site is on left. Indicate if meal wanted on Saturday night.

2nd - 9th lune Scottish Holiday Rally, Oban, Argyle

5th - 8th lune. Cartmel Racecourse, Cumbria,

Rally marshals: John Crowther and Irene Boydell

Site fee: £4.00 per night. Electricity: £2.00 per night. Rally fee: £2.00 (£1 .50 singles)

Booking sfip to: I Crowther, 12 Buryfield Lane, Darwen, Lancs. BE3 2QQ

Telephone: 01254 705125 Cheques payable to: ] Crowther

Attractions: Priory, Village with good food. Coach trip, if interested please indicate on booking slip.
Treasure Hunt and lovely Walking & Touring with the Lakes on your doorstep.

Directions: M6 Junc. 36 take the A590 sp Barrow-in-Furness. Approx 15 miles, top of long hill take sp
Cartme! & follow further signs.

20th - 29th June; Hofiday Rally, The Buckle C.P., Seaford, Fast Sussex (No need to bock all 9 days).
Yaur rally marshals: Margaret Coggins & Colin Gif

Site fee: £2.50 per person per night.  No Electricity.  Rally fee: £2.50

Booking slip to: Mrs M Coggins, "Walda", Chyngton Road, Seaford, East Sussex. BN25 4HB
Telephone: 01323 895901 Cheque payable to: M Coggins

httractions: Toilets, free showers & wash-up facilities. Adjacent to sea front, nleasant level walk or cycle
10 town. Beachy Head, Eastbourne, trains to Lewes & Brighton close o site, France from Newhaven
(Passports). Skittles & Supper Evening mid-week - advise when booking if interested.

Take-away supper on Saturday 28th evening. Please note site fee is £2.50 per person per night.
Directions: Turn off A759 Newhaven to Seaford road at Abbots Lodge Motor Inn, under railwey bridge,
bridge, site on right in 50 yards (watch bend). Come for a seaside holiday on the cheap!
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is this your first A-S-O C rally? Please tick hox YES 1 NO

Number of peoplé in your van: Adults .. .. Children . ... ..
Extras: Piease indicate wh ch you would like, if available:

Electricity:  Yes | C No Saturday night meatifany:  Yes i@ No L

Have you any special needs? Yes (& No ' if 'Yes', please specify:-
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Payment MUST accompany this slip - cheques payable to marshal.
POST FORY TO REACH MARSHAL 10 DAYS BEFORE EVENT, IF POSSIBLE - PLEASE!
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Have you any special needs? Yes 11 No Ul if 'Yes', please specify:-
Payment MUST accampany this stip - cheques payable fo marshal.
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Is this your first A-S O C rally? Please tick box YES 7 NO !

Number of people in your van: Adults ... ... Children .. .. ..
Extras: Please indicate which you would like, if available:

Electricity:  Yes 1 No L ~ Saturday night meal ifany: Yes ! No

Have you any special needs? Yes . Noi if "Yes', please specify:-

Payment MUST accompany this slip - cheques payable to marshal,
POST FORM TO REACH MARSHAL 10 DAYS BEFORE EVENT, I POSSIBLE - PLEASE!
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| Sherekum Bmpoﬂ: Rally

May we offer our belated congratulations and thanks to Evelyn and
Barry Loveland the marshals, and to Mr and Mrs A Fowler on this rally
last August which adeptly combined the quite separate hobbies of motor
caravanmng and flying. We had wonderful weather and the organisers
made the weckend an unqualified success with an excellent buffet w©
finish despite the very limited facilities at their dlsposal We hope that the
event will be repeated in 1997.

Thelma and Frank Stanley
HERBRREHH

New Year Rally

Just to say Thank You to the marshals for runmng the rally at
Hidden Valley. As usual the food was up to a high standard. The fancy
dress again proved to be very popular with many members taking part.
Unfortunately, the “flu bug” claimed many members who missed out
hearing Caroline on the evening of January 1st.

This has become quite a popular rally and will be run agam at the
end of this year. Watch the Newsletter for further details!
Sandra Wisely
Sandra also wanted to thank members who had sent her stamps for
the Guide Dogs for the Blind Fund. She, like us, 1s stll collectng used
stamps for this worthy cause - in our case the results are split between
that and the Cats Protection League. So we'll jomn m the thanks two.
A similar note of thanks was received from Ruth Whitten.
HEHBHHRSH
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Gervman Rally
[ This one has been “on the spike” since last October - Fd. ]

We have just come back from the German Rally and would like to
ank the marshals, Joyce & Gordon Matthews and their deputies Fna &
Roy Coleman for their efforts both before and during the rally. We had
decided to join the rally at Heidelberg. Gordon gave us help with
suggested sites before we joined them. We \tog;mi therefore, at
Monschau, just inside the German border. We felt that it was a perfect
mtroduction to Germany; a place we would recommend anyone 1o put
on their iterary. This stop made it easy for us to journey to Heidelberg
via the Moselle Valley. What a wonderful journiey it was - we %ﬁﬁ*
emoyed 1t. We marvelled at the 1,000's of vines growing there, every
square mmch was planted. Nat d}\ we left there with a case of wine!

Once m Hewdelberg we were pleased to meet up with the people we
knew and to meet others. Topics of conversanons varied widely and
mcluded Garden Grnomes and Ram hats for Gnomes! Here we had a
German meal which will take forever to bear. 1will never be able to order
steak and onlons c‘igaii}’ Without a doubt that meal was %zmt}fﬁﬂxﬁ 1"
The next, and Lxs{, site was near Baden Baden with many mteresting
places to visit. Unfortunately as we still have to work we had 1o leave two
days before the end o got home in time. Never mind, one day we will
reive and be able 1o siay as long as we wish.”

What did we learn about Germany on this trip? (1) Autobahns are
not marvellous (at least not the ones we wavelled on). They are
invariably two lane roads with surfaces worse than ours. (2) There is no
such thing as German efficiency - that iz defimtely a myth! (3) “All
Germans spmi\ English”. 1f they do they refused to do so - nor did é;m
provide information in Lnﬂ};shg {4 F wel stations on the autobahns
take credr cards but beware on other roads because the majonty do 13@!
accept them. We very nearly came unstuck on this one. (5) No.
eq\ﬂﬁv applies to most “of the s;;;u\mimi.eta (6) It1s not easy 1o find your

ray around. Signposts state the next couple of villages, none of which
appear on the map (and 1 had several maps).

Anyway, we are glad that we went. We enjoved ourselves and had
a good laugh. The rally got us to Germany where we probably would not
have gone otherwise. A word of advice to potenual foreign rally goers.
Don’texpect it to be the same as a weekend rally. Go with an open mine,
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j% f
all s 1y on the same site we come ﬁfﬁé go as we §§f*s§; > s;i{gg;: é&f* time.
Finally, do appreciate the work that has been done by the marshals. It
s wore difficult to arvange a rally abroad than it 1= i this counury.
Mary & Peter Hester
— ixﬁéig}f}{r{f%—- = e

For those who did not have the opportumity of visiting us at the
1997 National Boat and Caravan Leisure Show at the NEC you will
perhaps be in

sied to i;r*az* a %}iée fé ‘?éééf was i%s%é{gﬁi on éz;a A8
starud. ’i‘i}z‘? YW

S

e s
£F 15 AOW §}§§ %XE{E‘{?} éﬁi‘} fﬁaﬁ};}% a %*%é%?}iﬁi%? f gy—i} é ;‘@éﬁ:&i {gzé
§’?*§’£¥’§§‘i§ door which enhances the already warm appearance of the

cle ﬁiiﬁf‘*{}i, ?‘iw ‘fmmgx@ 00, has been redesigned: the hardwood
wsed and with s depth of polish looks
. {'ﬁiéf‘i‘ é;f "§}§; ©Ba §{3§§ > twin door cupboard mside which is the
ery, stowed mn a bespok \BS storage unit. The side windows in the
hving area and the roof windows are fitted wath blinds and flyscreens
aned, ahead of the wardrobe, i1s an additonal window which further
iﬁ%ﬁgi s the menor of the vehicle. The seats and cushions are gimmed
i the same materiad ss omtana and both the Trident and Trooper
have a muc §§ Tic 1or appearance with this material than before.

her e
; 1o demand we now offer, as a further option on é;?
Trooper, a low-profile canvas elevating roof. The immediate advantage
of dus is that the overall height is reduced to 6 6' which will thus f:&zis o
this model to be garaged. At the Farls Court Caravan Show, where we
g;iz%éag‘ 4 ézx &—‘&L %i{s;;&ﬁg} we also ived a number of
The Montana & now
same.
: §§~§3§{£ f‘xé on our s ii:ngi at the NEC which, as
always, was overseen by Tony Johnson and Steve Cant. Well it and of
open plan layout, the stand Tooked really superb with a new design of
stand head board which is both modern and eve cate hing. At the rear
of the stand the small coffee area allowed our dealers 1o wlk ?;;;‘3%%&
with customers old and new over a cup of coffee and a sandwich - a real
haven of quistness amongst the buzz of activity that is always so prevale
at such events.

Charles Trevelvan




E 5] 3
INSULATION

With reference to Heather Whitehead'’s vequest for information on
msulating the water tank i their Legend. 1 am afraid that there is very
hitdle that can be done on the present layout of these vehicles short of
fiting an inboard tank and completely insulating the whole water system
mcluding the pump iself. T had contemplated the same thing for my
Tahsman many years ago but considered that for the amount of times it
would be of use 10 us it was not worth either the effort or the loss of space
for the inboard tank.

Yes, we do use the van all year round but do anticipate weather
patterns and t1y to plan accordingly. This involves always draining the
water system, making sure that the pipes are blown through, and then
leaving the taps in the open position. Water is then carried in a 5 gallon
container fitted with a pressure pump taken from a gurden spray
pressure »l. The pipe from the contuner is fitted with a tap for ease
of use. So it is possible to use the van in the depths of winter, albeit
without some of the comforts afforded for the rest of the year. 1think that
the Whitehead's were lucky that their pump and water heater were not
damaged. Or maybe they have not tried using them yet? '

Bob Measom

Having been caught out by the very cold weather in January and
the Cascade being damaged as a result T echo Bob’s words - drain the
system thoroughly and blow through the pipe. Another ap I have just
learned is to “reverse flush” the hot water system to clear any lime scale
out. To do this first wait for a bit warmer weather! Then remove the
dram plug from the Cascade, connect a hot water outlet to a water supply
under pressure and let if run for a litde while. 1 think it might be easiest
to connect the water to the shower hose outlet (if you have one) but 1 am
sure you will find a way. T was surprised to find how much scale had
accumulated m my Cascade tank - but 1wish 1 had not had to find out
this way! :

—--===000000000= ==~
DRAUGHTS

I wonder if any members may be able o help. We own a ‘M’ reg
Duetto with which we are pleased except for a terrible draught when we
are driving.. It seems to come from the region of the stove/fridge area. 1
took a tip from the Newsletter abour fixing a flex pipe to the inlet of the
Propex heater which stopped the draught from that source. But we still
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get this terrible draught to the backs of our necks and shoulders. This
stops us from attending winter rallies and we would like to stop the
draughts! '
Kath & Ken Edwards
No telephone number, 'm afraid, so answers to your (tame)
Editor please!

wee= = 2000000000 = = = au

Tyres and Fumes

I have had two Talbots and now await delivery of a Boxer. Tyres
have worn out, especially on the front wheels. I evenwally fitted
Bridgestone tyres on the recommendation of my tyre dealer. He had a
customer who ran a fleet of Talbots and who had experienced a similar
problem. After changing over both he and 1 were happy with the result.
I now get some 3,000 miles more from the front tyres. Like other
members | have had the tread come off Michelin tyres when I was on the
motorway. It is a long story which covered 12 months. Michelin said it
was over weight and under pressure. However when their rep came and
weighed each wheel individually with the vehicle fully laden including
fuel and water he said I was well within my limits and did not need 70
psi in the rear tyres. He gave me an allowance for two new tyres.

I now have and can recommend Bridgestone R 613 18514 8 ply
tyres on the rear and M 723 185R14C 8 ply on the front. These have a
very chunky wead. I went to a very muddy rally last year and I did not
get stuck!! Cars did!

May I now bring up the subject of smoking? It would appear that
the majority of members do not smoke. But they have to put up with the
nuisance from those who do. At one rally there was a particularly
objectionable pipe being smoked - the filling seemed to be old socks and
unwashed at that. We dared not store our clothes in the wardrobe
because of the smell so they stayed hanging around the van undl
morning to dissipate the pong. An approach was made to the individual
because one person had breathing difficulties but no action was taken
apart from some abuse. May 1 suggest therefore that the Chub imposes
a ban on smoking indoors at any of our rallies? If people wish to smoke
they can always go outside or into their own vans.

Terry Moisey
~--= = =000000000= = = wu
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A Cautionary Talc

During our latest sortie to Spain we began 1o have touble with the
leisure battery which was giving low voltage despite being on hook-up and
using the charger. We wondered if its nse%ﬂ life was over. Hoping that the
four or five hour run 1o the next site would sort it out we set our course only
to find it nearly flat when we got there. Getting a pitch with a hook-up,
and gettng hooked up, was a bit of a problem. So it was after dack and
after dinner that-l got around-to looking at the wiring diagram w the
handbook. There 1 discovered that apart from the two fuses beside the
leisure battery under the driver’s seat (20A from Zig, 30A from split
charge relay, which I had already checked) there was another 30A fuse
between the vehicle battery and the relay.  Opening the bonnet next
morning 1 found this other fuse, in its holder, had somehow got tangled
up with the bonnet stay. It had shorted to earth through the sty and,
quute literally, meled. Nasty!

Fortunately, a new fuse could be fitted mito the leads that had been
snapped onto the fuse holder. Wrapped with insulating tape and fixed
well clear of the bonnet stay this made a satisfactory jury-rig. All has been
well since. But why the flat leisure battery? 1 can only suppose that
without a feed from the vehicle battery to the relay the leisure battery was
taking the 12v fridge load when we were driving. How the vehicle battery
fuse got into the crank of the bonnet stay when it is normally well clear 1
don’t know. Maybe someone (me?) moved the leads and the bouncing
around you can get on Spanish back roads did the rest. However, 1 would
recommend anyone with a similar wiring set-up to mine should lift their
bonnet and check that the fuse holder is out of danger. My van is a ‘93
Executive (Talbot Express base).

Jirn Cresswell
-=-===2000000000= = = -mn

Obituaries

We have just learned that John Parker of Hampton m Middlesex
died recendy.  Our condolences and sympathies are extended w his
family.  His son, Keith, tells us that he will be selling his father’s ‘1. reg
Trooper so if anyone is interested, please write to Keith Parker at 14
Cherry Tree Walk, Southam, Warwickshire, CV33 OFF

HEHRRELHAH
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David Turner died suddenly on New Year’s Day from a massive

stroke.  He had been perfecdy well, it seemed, up to that day. Our
condolences and sympathies are offered to his wife, Joyce, and family.
She is having t sell their van - see advert later.

—eez = 2000000000 = = % wne

YYanted

Workshop Manual for Talbot Express or any of its
variants. Mine is 1984 2 line petrol, but year not
critical.  Good price paid.  Alternatively” anyone
prepared to let me have copies from theirs would receive
proper recompense as well as my gratitude. Contact Ed
Glasster on 0122 857 6408 or write to Braelees Cottage,
Kirkandrews on Fden, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA5 6DX.

HUEHEHBBRS
A similar request for Talbot Express manual has been received
from George Davis who lives at 17 Lake Green Road, Lake, Isle of Wight,
PO36 9HW or telephone 0198 340 5804. ‘

HHAFRBEHRHHH
A-8 Clubman on Bedford chassis. Low mileage. Service history if
possible. Please telephone Len Baldwin on 0183 481 3477 or write to
“Seaheights”, Sandyhill Road, Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire, Dyfed,
SAG9 9PL.

HHRESERARR
Iam seeking a Talisman or similar Auto-Sleeper. If any member
is selling T am in a position to buy immediately for up to £16,000.00. 1
am not a dealer. Please contact Maurice Pegg on 0120 248 8602 or
write to 75 The Meridians, Tuckton, Christchurch, Dorset, BH23 1RA.

ez = =000000000= = = aan

M FOR SALE

. VW Trooper. 2.4L diesel, 5 speed gearbox. ‘N’
ireg. (April 1997). Under 4,500 miles. Purchase price
oo £26,400.00. Loaded with extras inchiding electric
T ~windows, cental locking, Meta security system,
|

Panasonic radio/cassette with remote control, électric
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antenna, thermostatically controlled blown air heating, Carver gas/main
water heater, Flamma twin cycle rack (can be expanded), Propane and
Butane gas botdes on split feed, special undercoating, mud flaps, 3 year
extended warranty, side rub strips.  Immaculate condition, always
garaged, non-smoker. Must sell due to move to new apartment. Will
consider late model auto as part trade-in, preferably automatic. Offers
over £22,000.00. Contact Bill Clark on 0124 182 8571 or write 1w
‘Cormrcopia’, Kirkton of Guthrie by Forfar, Angus, Scodand, DD8 2TP
ERAHEHEL#

“Talbot Express 1986 ‘1)’ reg. 2/4 berth. 2 litre petrol. 31,000
miles. Good condition inside and out. Toilet and shower compartmenit.
3-way fridge, two ring burner and grill. Excellent runner. 4 new tyres
fitted May ‘95 (mileage then 23,950). Own electric hook up system
mcluded, easily fitted. Vehicle litde used since purchase in 1993, Non
smokers. MOT to end February 1997, £8,500.00 ono. Margaret and
Reg Plumb, 0142 527 4573 or write to 5 Mortimer Close, Mudeford,
Christchurch, Dorset, BH23 4BU.

‘ HAERRAHRES ,

Ford Duetto, 1996 ‘P’ reg. 2.5 litre diesel. Only 2,000 miles.
Showroom condition. Fxtras include central locking, Fiamma awning,
Status TV aerial, security locks, Silver Screen. A real bargain at
£24,000.00. Please telephone Jack Taylor on 0184 421 6091.

FRARRESRLSY

VW Trident, 1992. 2.4 litre diesel. Usual A-S spec. plus R.D.S.
radio, Propex heating, 2nd batery, arnn rests, rev counter, alarm,
towbar, Silver Screens front and rear, new Fiamma blind/ cycle carner.
Garaged from new. 35+ mpg. Fxcellent condition. 27,000 miles.
£16,500.00. Telephone June & Brian Metwalfe on 0115 926 4112
(evenings) or write to 76 Chippenham Road, Nottingham, NG5 588.

HAERRRBHAH

Silver Screen to fit VW T4 - £45.00. REAR nudge bar to fit short
wheelbase VW T4 - £50.00. Phone Pat & Jim Allen on 0178 2541901
or write to 13 Wallis Way, Baddeley Green, Stoke on Trent, 8T2 7JC.

HERU S H

Ford Duetio 2.5 dicsel. ‘N’ reg - 1995, Very reluctant sale of our
immaculate luxury 2 berth motor caravan due to ill health. Allusual A-S
fitings plus VanBitz alarm, extractor/ventlator fan, bike rack.
Undersealed from new. £21,500.00. Telephone Andrea & Mike Tyrell
on 0148 045 5094 or write to 3 Church Road, Great Stukeley,
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE17 5AL. '

Thanks for the donation.
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Fiat Cinquecento. ‘L7 reg.  White with ‘A’
frame and wiring fitted by Car-A-Tow. Feonomical,
good condition. Kerb weight 710 kg. Over 45 mipg.
Cassette/radio, R.W.W., H.R.W. 21k miles.
£4,150.00 ovno. Tel: Don Thompson on 0163 423
3362 or write to Roseveare, 16 Tanglewood Close,

Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES OPH.
FHBHBHELH

Executive, *J" reg, January 1992. One owner,
no pets, non-smokers. 32,200 miles. Taxed and
MOT one year. Omnistor awning, 3 batteries, snow
chamms. £17,000.00. Telephone Joyce Turner on 0142 561 5504 or
write to 2 Solent Drive, Barton on Sea, New Milton, Hants., BH25 7AW

BRBHHHAER

Volkswagen Topaz, ‘M’ registered. 2400 ce. 14,000 miles.
Intercooled turbo charged. “All in” (i.e. urban and holiday use) 34
mpg. Sony detachable panel radio/cassette.  Status TV aerial with
booster.  Proximeter reversing warning.  Single person usage, non-
smoker, no pets. (Hook for halo!) £22,900.00 (Dealer’s valuation. )
Contact CLiff Abbott on 0151 608 0857 or write 10 Hillcrest, Red Hill
Road, Storeton, Wirral, 163 6HJ.

Thanks for the donation.

HEHERERHH

Fiamma mula-level blocks, all new / 2 never used - £15.00.
Moulinex 12v vacuum cleaner - £10.00. Copper Kettde - £10.00.
Electric hook-up cable - £5.00.  Silver Screens front (outside type) and
rear (internal) - to fit Boxer high top or similar - never used - £65.00.
Also some other items such as gas regulator, etc. Contact Stuart Cornes
on 0188 959 1326 or wrie 1o Dungarvan, Oak Road, Denstone,
Uttoxeter, Staffs., ST14 5HT.

HHERERHAY
New motor-caravanners’ expensive mistake!  Motor Villa free-
standing awning. Used twice. £150.00. Should be able o deliver.
Please telephone John Morris on 0122 542 1590 or write 1o 17
Newbridge Gardens, Bath, Aven, BA1 3LT.

FHRAKASHIH

J' 2
STU—|
s
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There have been a number of querics as to why those pink forms
are nceded when payment is by standing order and no details have
changed. The reason 1s quite ‘blln[)]( Banks have been known to miss
payments. If no renewal is received it must be assumed that the member
has resigned. If the form is returned, then a note can be given to the
member to check with the bank!

So now you know - and if YOU haven’t sent your form m .....!!

See you next month!

Your Editor
Harry Henthorne
144 Devonshire Hill Lane
London, N17 7NH
Tel: 0181 808 9112
Fkkk kR R Rk R AR AR AR KR AR R AR AR R R AR R R R LR R R R R AR R AR R AR RR
Any item appearing in this Newsletter may be freely used by other
publications. Please acknowledge both Author and Source.
Rk ek Tk R R R R Rk ok ok ok Ak Rk
All conwributions from Members which appear i the Newsletter are
published in good faith in the hope that they will prove useful or interesting.
All reasonable care has been taken to ensure accuracy but none of the
modifications has been tested by us therefore neither the Editor, the Club nor
the Company will accept any responsibility for the consequences if you try
them out.
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Commitiee Members:
0129 568 0279

Steve Bowler

Bob Brindle

Andrew Eatwistle

Sheida Henthorne

Harry Henthorne
Brian Hooton

Arthur Irving

Ben Mansfield
Ninl Reynolds
lan Ross

Janet Butterby
John Tidbury

Chegles Urevelyan

Rally Co-ordimnstor ~

Vice-Chairman & Joint
Chairmaean, AGM Sub-Cttce

Club Secretary and
Membership Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Chairman,, C&C Sub-Cttee

Chairman & Jomng Chairnyan,
ACM Sab-Cttee

Chief Marshal ‘
Public Relations Officer
Regaha Officer

Minutes Secretary
TPreasurer

President

0177 771 1588
0142 284 3057

0181 808 9112

S 0181 808 9112

0123 576 4782
0114 236 5698

0172 336 9769

0185 843 2811
0170 822 8075
0150 746 2449
0123 552 5730
0138 685 3338




