





supplier who stocked stamless steel one mch screws (1 have not yet gone
metric!). 1 visited the ironmonger 10 miles from home, purchased my
reqquarements and on returning home started the job.

Would you beheve it? The second screw that I removed was two
inches in Ivmzth A quick check revealed that four sizes of screw are used
to secure the windows in my “Legend”. There are 68 x one inch, 26 x
one and a quarter, 8 x one and a half and 6 x two inches. 1 returned to
my supplier only to find that he does not stock two inch stainless steel
screws. A check in his catalogue - none histed. | left the problem with
him to be mformed two days later that such screws are not produced.

I have therefore replaced the two inch screws with new plated ones,
which means that every two vears or so I will have to remember to replace
them. Apart from the four and a half hours it took to do the job the cost
of replacing the screws was much less than £10.00 mcluding the

telephone calls, two trips to the ironmonger and the cost of the sealant in

which to dip the new screws before insertior: in order to avoid water
percolating down the thread. It would seem that the addinonal cost at
the time of construction would be neghgible to A-S and it would save
owners having to do the work!

One further pomt, this tune on Hecuries... ...

When watching television, f the hght over the cooker/smk s
swiiched on the television changes channel. No-one that | have spoken
0 about this can give any explanation. Can any member tell me why,
please?

Doreen & David Palmer.
I have the exact answer to your electrical problem - go bac L to a
manual gramophone!
e-= = 2 000000000= = = ---

Cold Eeet
Are there Clubnian owners out thmr that are suffering from dus

afflicion? We certamnly did but now we've effected a xf*xnﬁdv {In other
words we stopped a draught!) The causes were twofold.

A. Cold air entering the external refrigerator vent and finding 1ts
way in through the poorly scaled edges of the fridge and also via the
spaces at the top and botiom of the fridge

B. Cold air enterimg via a 5 inch square hole in the floor provided

3



for the 1.5 mnch water milet hose, 1.2, above the cold water ank.

The remedies for (A) are: 1. Check that your fndge is properly
: ed on eac %} Sic §e §§;§ égé ;é :

%s’;ﬁg of the se >
the vent with thin smips of -~§ Ho Pti'-itiﬁii i or use
suck-on draught sealer, m};iw; or f&im ) 3 ‘E?iii tiw cavities at the top
and Eaﬂtmm of thp fnaim** loosely with mineral wool. 4. Seal around the
s wnh a small lm‘xd af flﬂmble N‘d]aul. \mt »: i‘lm
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The solution for (B) 1s: 1. Remove the nght-hand front nearside
drawer assembly. To do this 1t will be ns ry FIRST 10 remove the
drawer front, j.e. remove the plastic caps covering the screws on the
mside of the drawer. Remo ews and the screws holding the catch
on. The géiﬁ%?f f}*{‘}{;i %&‘ ? s“%'i i gé ’ )

o awer
awer ;s%{“%ﬁ §é§ will
ww 5t é;r front nearsidde sz 1
enthy removed. 2. Pullorom

the floor. Fill the hole wath

:%% éze cles m é?@* ouer ¢
ot the rearmost

sack the ¢ :?z o gain
muperal wool and

hose. The cover can be ;;%s%{g , hardboard or plasue.
Drill the 1.5 mch diameter hole m vour cover i&‘*%}i‘s& sphng . 3. To
refit the drawer assemnbly you may need 1o s 1l nats or put
a woord msert m the corner of ¢ -awer on both sides to accept longer
screws.  The rear {front | 1. These

sCTeW  CHn Do Grontiec

alteratic hications have been done ahter discussions with Charles
Trevelyan., Neville Jelfs and other members < of A-S swff. If you want to
chiseuss Note: It

them ﬁjrdw:, olease phone us on 0131 336 3385.
might be easier just to {;uy some fur boots!
Beth & Maurice Payne \
I am looking {orward to some more mods from these resourceful
members - and not just because we have a Clubman!
ez = 2000000000 = = =

Fe?é Legead

? trasler van and cur SAAB for a
ngme {g;f ot rbo).  On our first outng ©




Scotland we wondered if we had made a mustake. Furst, 1 was
disappointed when on several cross country routes we had to drop down
to 2nd or even Istto climb 15% or steeper hills. The philosophy that the

slow speed enables one to “sit back, take one’s time and enjoy the drive” .
has its merits but 1 thought of the tailback behind me and wished for the
extra “oomph” that a turbo would have given. Through the Newsletter
I have heard of the conversion by TC of Lancaster and am giving serious

thought to 1t.

Next I became aware of the inadequate rear suspension on the
1991 Transit and 1 suspected the shock absorbers. 1 spoke to the dealer
who said the previous owner had made similar comments and they had
fitted new rear shocks just before he sold it back to them and they sold it
to me. The only solution was to supplement the suspension and Air-Ride
was recommended. This has made a sigmficant improvement.

Finally the reduced space (compared with the trailer van) and
shortage of table and shelf space. This caused some rather fragile
exchanges between Liz and me, especially at bedtime when the double
bed and Germa, our golden retriever, took up 90% of the floor space.
Getting undressed required the agility of gymnasts. We soon realised that
two single beds released vital space and have slept that way ever since.
We improved the table and shell situation by making a two tier shelf to fit
between the front seats (see sketch below). T also made two boxes to shde
wunder the front seats, one for tools etc. the other for books and maps.

Having looked at the new models introduced by all the
manufacturers over the last couple of years we have not seen one to meet
our criteria so we shall enjoy our Legend for a few years yet.

Leighton Jones
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Hurrah for the European Union

Many years ago 1 used to collect stamps. Later I collected Green
Shield stamps. Now I have a rather more practical purpose in life, and
one with a more immediate payoff - beating the system. A couple of
years ago | realised that there was an advantage in belonging to the EU
when I found that the Spanish have the good sense to grant free entry o
some of their national treasures, normally on a Wednesday, to people
who have passports issued by an EU country. Among the places to be
visited for free are the Royal Palaces at Aranjuez and Madrid, and there
is also free entry to the Prado Museum in Madrid on a Saturday af-
ternoon, this being for all nationalities. 1 preferred the Royal Palaces as
wa lking in for frec annoyed the hell out of the Americans who had to
pay. Cynthia and I also found that there are some place in France, such

P

as the castle at Angers which give free or reduced admission to pensioners.

However, our first visit to Italy last September and October has
given us a deep admiration of that country of wonderful art and crazy
drivers which has many offers we couldn’t refuse.  On arriving from
Austria our first port of call was Grado, and from there we progressed via
Trieste, Venice, Assisi, Rome, Pompeii, Paestum, Siena and Florence,
before beating back home through France. It was when we arrived at the
ruins of Pompeii (there is a good site within 200 yards of the entrance)
that we spotted that members of the EU who are over 60 are admitted for
free if they can prove both points. One flash of a passport and we were
in. We may have missed out on a lot of things before then, and we
certainly didn’t see half of the things we could have done after Pompeit
as the weather was often against us. But we struck paydirt in Florence at
a tourist information office where a friendly chap handed over a list of
museums, chapels and art galleries which charge admission, together
with their opening hours, and obligingly pointed out which ones are free
for the over-60 brigade. Armed with this priced mformation we saved
ourselves a total of 124,000 lire in charges.  As we paid 128,400 hire in
tolls on the Autostrada (a much better bet than negotating the cities), we
were only 4,800 lire (about £2) down. H we’d known earlier, had more
time or been even meaner I'm sure we would have ended up in profit.
Tsr’t it about time that Britain had a similar scheme ?

Chris Fookes

weez= = = 000000000 = = 5o
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Help!

We are the happy owners of a ‘D’ reg Tnident which we bought
second-hand i 1992, It is our first van and diﬂiough we have not been
able to attend any allies we have had many enjoyable weekends around
the country. It would be a great shame 1f we had to sell the Trident but
next year it may be necessary to replace it with an ordmary van for
CAITYING SU ipphf‘Q for a business that we hope to buy. ' ‘

So perhaps members could help with some information about the
total weight of the Trident including the sink, fridge ete.  A-8 have no
records of the model because of their fire in 1991. Once I know the
unladen axle weights of the conversion it should be possible to work out
the load carrying capacity by comparison with the axle weights for a -
normal VW transporter (at least, I think that is the case). The last query
15 10 ask what weight trailer could be towed once a tow hook is fitted. If
anyone can help, p}mw write to Pentrefelin Cottage, Glanwydden,
Llandudno Junction, Conwy, 1131 9JP or telephone 0149 22:)4 8307.
Many thanks.

John Rice

1 beheve that there 1s a plate somewhere in the cab area which gives.
the GVW (CGross Vehicle Weight) and the Unladen Weight. The difference
between the two 1s the load carrying capacity - mdudm‘1 People!. Inour
case, with the VW Clubman GL, the load. permitted is 515 kg. Sofaras
the trailer is concerned, the various cavavan clubs and manufacturers
usually seem to ke the view that the trailer should not weigh more than
about two-thirds of the vehicle weight. It will slow you dowr; bat but 1t
should ke the weight!

ez 2= 000000000== =
Help Again!

I wonder if any fellow member may be able to he IpQ At this time
the only bed that affords me a night’s »19:3;3 free from pain is in our motor
van so that is where | sleep. 1 would like to know if 1t would be possible
1o get a matiress of the same matenial. 1 have tried several different
mattresses, had physiotherapy, seen an osteopath and I have massage -
all to no avail. Apparently an X-ray shows some damage to nmy thoracic
spine which 1s where the pain originates. However that doesn’t make it
any easier when considering all the mformaton!

bfm«z’a Lancaster

My immediate thought 1s to get m contact with the people who
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eds - probably Umique Farnishings, T'm
sre ¥§§{z§ ;%sgs; wots § L@ fffg’% oo ;:%é:@é to make a mattress-sized
cushion from the same sort of stff. And if that was then put onto a solid
- like we have in the vans then, presumably, the sinlaruy

{géfé §s}v complete

= = oo M 0on= = T .

faizd Again!!

Can anvone advise on tyre pressures for the new Legend, 2.5 hure
with Michelin tyres 225/7 or 15C PR6. Advice given so far is front 46 1hs
and rear 54 lhs. Many thanks.

Hosemary & Mike Hill
= = =000000000= = = -

Peugeat Garen

On almost all the road tests on this model the tester has made the
sonment §§{§ storage 15 only provided in the drver’s door. This is, of
‘orrect bt the same f'i'z{}r pocket fis both sides. 8o one can be
: round £13.00 from any Peugeot dealer. 1 had mine fitted
at the §§§ service with no charge for the fang.
{ ;f?;}?? Scholey.
= == 606000000 = = = aer

Organising and Financing
the Club & Company Rally

cse detals of tus rally sill seem to remamn somewhat of a

miystery to many members, At the request of the Commuitee this note has
be fifiﬁiiii ed 1 an att pt to explam how funds are rased and us

Also to show how the responsibilines are shared berween the Club and

e € k*fﬁ; any who work m §igi§’§§“¥’\§§§x The Rally Sub-connmines has
< from both the Chub and the € {3§}§§%*§§¥, Generally the Club
ic §§§f§’ the indoor entertaanment for Friday and San iz‘*é&% while the
Company sees to the outdoor events.

: we cost of hiring the mamn hall (wath the overheads of
hinng gigxﬁ}:«d ration, waste skips etc.) phis the campmng
charge per van ?E‘x an overall Showground cost for the event. To du

15 added the cost of the mdoor enterainment, St. John Ambulance
atteridance, hire of P.AL sys wtration costs of running
the rally i;égﬁiw prtng 3. This total cost 1
then divided between the estimated number of vans attenchng to armive at
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a break-even rally fee.

The Company makes its own financial conmibution to the event
and gets financial support from some suppliers. Al the money available
is wholly dedicated 1o their s. Any surplus is retained in a specal
account for use m the following year.

Income is also received from day visitors and from the traders who
display at the rally. The Club policy 1s 10 encourage traders o attend for
the benefit of members. Since they don’t do a lot of business we do not
charge a very high fee. We certainly want to maintain a large number of
trade stands.

sarmsational
wvell, The amm
j§§*;>x+‘=§ The

it ff"%%‘ é‘;{f ;‘aéi}’ but the Treasurer

Sharing the financial responsibi §§§ ar ;a% siis ;z%mg the ¢
work between the Club and the Compa;
1s always to break-even and dus igizx
Clab é{s’*i oL Mamiam a sep

From the &ggm Viewpoint

Our ﬁ;é? of {ig—: i%zé” c sts of Tony Johnson. Neville
an . Our responsibilin are
‘éz{f;@ :i%{i %}? new veh

{Ez‘ ay. {}ufff 53 f{ > é}é %a
Xiﬁ:’ffi‘ Well beforehand &

as to where our new vehe

m_i %ﬁ usto §Z§3.§;§§ HES ¢
olay will be sited and where the other
sutdoor acavities will be § d.  Tony Johnson and Steve Cant
together deternune what ve are o be displaved and mn what ar-
angement while Newille and Phil work out the ground layout for the other
»ms. At the same ume Graham Mytton and his et stores staff,
together with Phil, decide what stores 1tems should taken and make
the necessary arrangements regarding transport and secunity.

Owr thanks go 0 all the suppliers, parteularly Peugeot and
~ﬂemu°4y donate to the rally. While much of the
cend is met by suppliers donations, the Company
lf.  Apart from the preparation,
s and the Stores S 10p we pay for

ntertamment and the hire of the binlding for the Stores
s . E &Y

Volkswagen, who ge
expense of the we
contribution is considerable n its
wansport and display of the new vehi
all “official
Shop. O eceived (or promused
determimne what acnvinies we can £$§{§f§ The type and format of di
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are agreed in the Sub-committee and we ensure that our budget is not
over-spent.  Our aim 1s quite simply to provide the best quality
entertainment that we can afford for the weekend.

When the rally closes our work is by no means finished. We return
to Willersey with the new vehicles and the unsold stock from the stores
shop - fortunately very Litde! All of it has to be checked back nto the
stores on the Monday morning. After that it is back to making motor
caravans - but our sights are always set on the Rally for next year. We
always want to hear what types of events the members prefer so any
suggestions you have will be welcomed by the Committee for
consideration.

HARRBRAHH

A rough summary for the 1996 C&C rally will give an indication

of how the partmership works.

ASOC
Total income from rally fees and from waders etc.  £7,748.60.
Expenditure
Showground cost £5,414.87
P.A. system 305.50
St. John First Aid post 300.00
Placques 232.12
Band (Saturday night) " 530.00
Admimstration 756.02
TOTAL £7.538.51
SURPLUS £ 210.09
COMPANY
Income from suppliers etc. £5,397.38
Expenditure
Outdoor events £3,136.43
Quiz 150.00
Marquee & refreshments 1,437.81
Suncﬂ*ies 359.38
TOTAL - £5.083.62
SURPLUS £ 313.76
PLUS brought forward 98.70
CARRIED FORWARD £ 412.46

Brian Hooton, Chairman, C&C Rally Sub-Committee
John Tidbury, Treasurer
Charles Trevelyan, Auto-Sleepers Lid
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Auto-Sleeper Owners' Club,
Rally Supplement.

8th - 12th January (4 nights). White Water Caravan Club Site, Stockton-on-Tees.
Rally Marshals: Pauline & Neil Rogers.

Site fee: £5.00 per mght. Electricity: £2.00 per night. Rally fee: £1.50
Booking slip to: Mr & Mrs N.C. Rogers, 3 Appleby Close, Aldborough St. John,
Richmond, North Yorks. DL11 77T Telephone: 01 325 374 540

Cheques payable to- N.C. & P. Rogers.

Attractions: Possible use of Super Pitches, Sky TV hook-up £1.00 per night. Room
available. Beefeater Restaurant just outside site (25% off main menu items. Special
"Emerald Card" required, details from marshals a.s.a.p.) Tees Barrage, Bird Watching,
1d-screen cinema, bowling alley plus 50,000 sq. ft. of retail and fast food outlets
closeby. Stockton Saturday Market. Bus stop nearby. Many local attractions with the
possibility of a coach trip to Hartlepool Historic Quay & Jackson's Landing. Factory
Outlet Shopping. Will arrange if sufficient numbers. Please indicate on form if
mterested. 5
Directions - From South on A1(M). Turn off at Junction 57 signed to Darhington &
Teesside. Follow A66 for 16 miles. About Y mile past A1045 junction, turn oft Left via -~
slip road at signpost Teesside Park. In 200 yards at end of slip road turn Left at traffic
lights. In ¥ mile at roundabout continue over Barrage Bridge. Follow caravan site signs.

20th - 23rd March (3 nights); Whitewater Caravan & Camping Park, Rhayader,
Powys.

Rally marshals: John & Pat Bridge.

Site fee: £4.50 per night. Elec: £1.00, only 19 hook-ups available. Rally fee: £1.50
Booking slips to: Mrs P. Bridge, "Ardwyn", Bryn Hall, St Harmon, Rhayader,
Powys.L.D6 SLH  Telephone: 01 597 870 234 Cheque payable to: P Bridge.
Attractions: A small, well appointed site on banks of the River Wye with first class
showers & toilets. Approx. 200 yards from centre of Rhayader, a small town in the
heart of the Welsh Mountains, boasting a Letsure Centre with swimming pool; the
Reyal Welsh Crystal Glass factory and the Red Kite feedmng centre.

Directions: From Rhayader take A44 (A470) S.P. LLANGURIG. Site on left in approx
200 yards.

Limited to 40 vans. {Skateboards NOT allowed!)



Jan. 8th - 12th
17th - 19th
Feb. 15th - 23rd
Mar.20th - 231d
3ist

Apr.dth - 6th
11th - 13th
18th - 20th
25th - 27th
May st - Sth
5th

§th-11th

O9th - | ith

Yth - 16th
23rd - 25th
26th

30th - 1st June
Jun, 2nd - 9th
5th - 8th

6th - 8th

11th - 15th
13th - 15th
19th - 22nd
20th - 22nd
20th - 29th
26th - 29th
26th - Ist July
Jul 11th - 13th
18th - 20th
24th - 27th
3ist - 5th Aug

Revised rally list for 1997

Diates for vour diary

White Water Caravan Site, Stockton-on-Tees **

Outdoor Leisure '97, Shepton Mallet.

Boat. Caravan & Leisure Show, National Exhibition Centre

Wyeside Camping & Caravan Park, Rhyader, Powys. *x

Faster Monday

A-S O C Annual Dinner Rally & A G M, Kettering

Hidden Valley, Nr Iifracombe, N. Devon

Motor Caravan Jamboree, Brands Haich.

National Motorhome & Tourer Show. Peterborough

Burn Gliding Club, Burn Village. Near Selby. N.Yorks

May Dayv Bank Holiday

Little Cotton Farm. Dartmouth, Devon. **

Longleat Estate. Nr. Warminster, Wilts **

Holiday Rally, Isle of Avalon, Glastonbury, Somerset

Bentley Wildfowl & Motor Museum. Halland, East Sussex.

Spring Bank Holiday

§t. Pierre Caravan Park . Portskewett, Chepstow **

Scottish Holiday Rally, Oban. Argyle

Cartmel Racecourse, Nr. Grange-over-Sands. Cumbria **

Motor Caravan Fair. Stratford-upon-Avon Racecourse

Farm Meadow Caravan & Camping. Banham Zoo, Norfotk**

Morecambe Bay Traction Engine Club, St Michaels,. Preston #*

Camping & Caravan Club Site. Cambridge**

Carrington C.P., Milford-on-Sea. Lymington, Hants

Holiday Rally, The Buckle C.P_. Seaford, East Sussex

Meadow Park (formerly Bass Meadows). Burton-upon-Trent

Nidderdale Showground. Pately Bridge. N. Yorks**

“Club & Company Rally”, Malvern.

Abbeygate College, Chester.

Holme Valley C. & C P, Holmfirth, West Yorkshire**

Cotswold Gathering, Moreton-in-Marsh. Glos(Greentield sie)**
{continued...}



Aug 15th & 16th  Detling Transport & Country Festival, Maidstone, Kent **
25th Summer Bank Holiday.

27th - 7th Sept Probable dates for German Ratly - confirmation March/April.
29th - 5th Sept Holiday Raily, Moreton Glade, Dorchester, Dorset.

Sep Sth - 7th Highiands End Farm, Eype, Dorset.

Fth - 14th Welsh Holiday Rallv, Brynich C.P., Brecon, Powys. **
12th - 14th North of England Motorhome & Tourer Show, York
19th - 215t Motor Caravan Show, Shepton Mallet.

26th - 28th Howgill Lodge, Barden, Nr. Skipton, N.Yorks **

Oct. 10th - 12th  Whitchurch Cricket Club, Whitchurch, Salop
Nov. 28th - 7th Dec.  Holiday Show, Earls Court, London.
Dec. 31st - 2nd fan 1998 New Year Rafly, Hiracombe, North Devon.

ltems in bold type are Club rallies or are National events with a Club presence,
Holiday Rallies, in italics, are Club events other than weekend rallies.
**New venues for 1997

Isn't it great to see so many rallies at sites completely new to the Club? New marshals are
sending details right and left (well, nearly!). This causes some problems for Bob, Gordon {(who
organises the plaques) and me because, no sooner do [ get out a revised list than in comes just one
more! Don't get me wrong, it's a problem we're very happy to live with - just keep them coming.
This month I have managed to include a revised list in the supplement but, as you can see, in the
next few months there just won't be any spare space. I'm trying to work out a way to keep keen
rally-goers up to date by some means that is not too expensive or labour-intensive. Keen types

may offer helpful suggestions at any time (please}. Phil Daley.
Rally: . Dater . .... ........

Membership No: . _Phone No:. . .. G e VanReg.............
Day & approx. time of amvai .................................. e
in the event of an emergency gt the raily whom shouid we contact?

Piease complete bots sides of the formi?



An appeal for help.

Do you ever go to the big events organsed by the Motor Caravan Press? Many Club members go
to them and, when we can supply the marshals demanded by the orgamscrs, they get preferential
rates as well as being grouped together in an area set aside for A-S O C members.
We already have Marshals for the two events organised for and on behalf of the Motorcaravan
Motorhome Monthly, namely the National Motorhome & Tourer Show at Peterborough and the
North of England Motorhome & Tourer, Show at York .. So far we have no volunteers to Marshal a
Club area at Shepton Mallet on. 17th/19th January for Outdoor Leisure "97 |, nor for the Motor
Caravan Fair, at Stratford-apon-Avon Racecourse, 6th/&th June, nor for the also very popular
Motor Caravan Show at the Royal Bath & West Show ground; Shepton Mallet on 19th/21st
September. Our seeming lack of support for the three events organised by Stones Leisure {and it
certainly isn't real) is a cause of great sadness to Bob Griffiths, Editor of Motor Caravan World,
which is a pity. If you intend to go to any of these and would consider making up a team with
another member to do the rally marshals’ job (it's too big a job for just two people) you could do
your fellow members a good turn (they'd get lower rates) and, best of all, our marshals have théir
fees paid by the Club.  Go on, ring Bob and tell him you will - what have you got to lose?

Rél[y Co-ordinator:- Bob Brindle 01 777 711 588 {Retford, Notts)

Local assistants: Jerry Haxton 01483 223 476 (Woking, Surrey}
Stella Ross 01 708 228 075 {Upminster, Essex)
Jetf Worley 0193524049 (Yeovil, Somerset)

The ralty suppplement 1s prepared by
Phil Daley, 46 Ulverley Green Road, Solihull, West Midiands B92 8BQ

H

is this your first A-S O C rally? Please tick box YES I NCII
Number of people in your van: Adults . ... ... Children . . ... . ..

Extras: Please indicate which you would like, if available:

Electricity:  Yes ! No i Saturday night meal if any:  Yes [0 No [J
Have you any special needs?  Yes [ No L] if "Yes', please specify:-

Payment MUST accompany this slip - cheques payabie o the marshal..

POST FORM TO REACH MARSHAL 10 DAYS BEFORE EVENT. IF POSSIBLE - PLEASE!

(Have you completed the other side?)



RALLES
One of our members, a self confessed non-ralher, has wrtten o
say that he and his wife use their Talisman quite a bit, usually visiting
Caravan Club sites. He always makes a pomt of qpeakmg to other A-S
owners and sometimes find that they have joined the Club but dropped
out after the first year. They seem to feel that 1o be a member they must
go to rallies.

Nothing could be further from the wuth! Many of our 1{1{*{1&&:&
never come to rallies but sall enjoy being members. [Dare I say if's
because of the Newsletter?]  So please, if you are one of our newer
members, never feel any compulsion to ¢ attend rallies, write items for the
Newsletter or anything else. The prime consideration of our founder
members was to make the Club easy going and for members to do what
THEY want!

HHEBEHERE

Take 33 Vans...

This is not a quote from Mrs Beeton, but a rather more practical
recipe for an Irish holiday. Barbara and John Cor had organised an
ASOC rally in 1994 and, far from deterred by this had determined o
repeat the event in 1996, Arrangements were mitiated in October 1995,
and a hmit of 25 vans was set. However, such was the mterest from
those who had attended the first rally that this was quickly raised 1o 35,
and when the Newsletter announced the event some members were 100
late to book and found themselves on a lengthenimg reserve hist for a rally
of 25 nights.

Inevitably there were cancellations, but eventually 33 proud
owners assembled at the first site outside Garretistown near Kinsale,
which s not too far from Cork. They came from the ferries from Cork,
Rosslare and Dun Laoghaire - th@\* had arrived in freland a week
beforehand, on the dan a day (or even two) late - they were gomg to
leave early, on the due day, or have an mndependent holiday - thm: were
in A-S vans of all shapes, iusom:a and sizes - on every manufacturer’s
chassis - of all ages from Admiirab ly Agile A-Reg, 1o New and Nice N-Reg
(which was a few days old and bemg run-in). The ralliers varied from
old friends 1o tmid first-timers; there were the single ladies, the single
man, the retired couples (with or without d(;“‘ - and even that
occasional rarity the vmpims*fi family who had the &’&mgmthv of the
footloose and fanc v free. Two things were shared by all. The first was
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the intention to have an enjoyable holiday; the second, the appreciaton
of how the sheer quality of an A-S van would contribute to this.

Probably the most enjoyable aspect of the rally from the novice’s
\wwpoun was the total lack of regumentation. There were two
‘Gauleiters” at each site who directed people to the pitches which had
been allocated, and the dreaded Barbara Coz was seen with clipboard
(no mbk‘m), and occasionally with a purse as well (an expvmive
pr ot )ﬁ)m) but otherwise it was very much “go as you please”. 5 mghts in
Jarretistown included an organised bus wip to Cork, but many people
also went to a Steam Fair at Upton, which was excellent.  From
Garrettstown the rally moved on w Eagle Pomnt, Ballylickey, which is just
outside Bantry, and although the weather was not 1o good many people
enjoyed a tour of the Ring of Beara, where speeds of up to 30 mph were
attainable on some of the minor road% Then to Flesk Muckross near
Killarney, and met the best toilet block ever encountered. Nevertheless
some pw;pift stll preferred to use the tolet and shower facilities in their
OWI} Vars.

The marauders moved on to thm(‘h a popular coast resort south
of Galway, and after a convivial meal on ‘the first night we enjoyed a
relaxing stay belore moving on to the next site on the shores of Lough Ree
near Adhlone. A night of Trish dancing had been dn(mgvd : in October by
Barbara, and on the v very afternoon by the Site Owner -”Sure and 1t's no
problem”- which hackily turned out to be true.

By this time everyone had got used to the twin facts that advice and
help were always on hand from a most gregarious bunch of fellow
Pnrfm%m‘sta and that ‘do as you please’ was the keynote of the exercise.
Bird w(udnng - of course; museums - (‘mtajnly, shoppmﬂ - definitely;
rarn nbﬁug for miles. T doubt if there was a single local atwraction which
wasn't visited by at least one of the company. The final site was at
Roundwood, 20 miles south of Dublin, and getting there meant crossing
the Wicklow Mountains via either the Wicklow or Sally Gap. Thus site
had no electricity, but this was nota problem since the vans run perfectdy
well without the benefit of ‘electric string’, however useful you may think
it to be. A final meal, a final trip to Dublin and the 1 ally was effectively
over. But as the members dl‘-np(‘l“»(‘d the most frequent comment was
“See you at the Club and (Jompam (Rally at Malvern), but that recipe
begins with “take 440 vans...”.

Chris Fookes

Tl s was written originally for the A-S Company magazine but as

it wasn't used here it is for dﬂ to enjoy. Chris also tells me that he knows
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something of sites m haly so ff you want mformation please > drop him a
line o 41 Black Oak Road, Cyncoed, Cardiff, CF2 é§§ T s
writing because he said that “shortly” Cynthina and he are off o (1)
Germany, (2) Austabia via Banskok, returning via Malaysia and (3)
a;fﬁ%%;s*}? e§~§ that takes their ilg;m . 8o don't hold your ‘breath while
waiting for a reply!

THe _;zs% aﬁs..i.‘f

While attending dus rally we were mvited, by Mad,
have a drink 1 mermory of her hushand, Tony, who had sadly passed
away on 23rd Septerber. Although some of us . did not have the ?ﬁﬁiﬁ*i‘“‘
of i;gs&z&ﬁ Tony personally, we sure that he st hay

ecial person to have suggested that we make this a happy occasion. We
oﬁl gathered outside Ina ‘& Hoy Coleman’s van where we were offered
sherry and save s. We drank a toast in mermory of Tony. With Madge
he had hoped to attend this rally but sadly it was not © be.
Daisy Wane
BREFHBERUH

Around 60 people thoroughly enjoyed thernselves at this rally in
Octeber. Many smeere thanks are due to Betty & Geoff Scholey for
arranging all the details so efficiendy. On Thursday afierncon we all
gathered together to honour the last wish of the late Tony Cadby which
was that we all had a glass of sherry with some nibbles n his memory.
This was a happy occasion when we remembered all the rallies that he
and Madge had been to and enjoved so much. Roy Coleman said a few
sincere words to express our fechngs. Our sincere the ughts and good
wishes for the future go 0 Madge at this time.

These two reports say it ;z§ The rest of the Club members will § jom
m the last sentence too.

Betty and I bave now bee sembers for three and a half
vears éégmﬁ which sime we hav nded over 40 rallies. As those of
vou who know us are aware, we spent 30 years as pubhcans, hotweliers
and cafe proprietors and have met and dealt with thousands of members
of the gﬁéégg . We can, mn all honesty, say that we have never in our hves
miet a mcer set of folks than we have © :

%éwfsg we h&x? ’%az& a g0

sthies,

. The first one was the

i*ii‘? el 28 davs - a bat ambitions for
the fi { as 23 vans booked there and then for



1996. We called 1t the %i,sg&*\ per Friends . About that nme some

1 < wers complaining to the Commuitiee about rallies being full
before they were m the Newsletwr. The solution for me was s{ ‘é;;@:}gfi; the
Newsletter) to mvite members to join Betfy and myself in Spain for the
whole of February m 1996. 'fig: absolved the Club from any blame. 1
must say at this stage that no one was turned down and some members
joned us in Spain and were made more than welcome.  This method has
also been used for the third year in 1997 with the approval of our Rally
Co-ordinator. 29 vans have reserved space at “Los Gallardos™.

Now w our Scotush rally at Dingwall, from which we have just
returned. LT!H\ was written in October - Fd. ] The pleasure i gives 1o the
marshals when all the planmng and thinking works out well and the
happiness is expressed on the faces of the parncipants of the rally has
be expernienced to be undersic For this Betty and I say thank you all.

* {0 anyone ¥§§§§§§§L of being a marshal is 1 “have a go” as
You will worry a bit burt it’s worth it in the end.
Geoff Sch

§§§¥§§g{ una %"% ilig.ix:: our

we chid.

&i %i?*{%?f i;é;s Can assist a ;z;&z\gfé at a rallv w
ez oA K oo s = S
Cliacrman s {ﬁmtfégégz) Clar
“Greetings.

or LAUNCH as far as the Club s
ss:ﬁ we are wondering just what

}ss%:; {Cox} has ~L1:‘if’s§* ‘

These are the first words of the then Editor 10 the first Newslete
September 1988 which consisted of just 2% A5 pages compared with the
20 pages m dus 1ssue, No. 100.

There have only been two Editors, Phil Daley for the first 20 or so
editions before Harry Henthorne ook over the job which he holds to this
day. They have produced most mteresting, informative and sometimes
provocative Newsletters and 1, on your behalf, thank them both most
sincerely.

I have been looking through ég‘ o %‘2;{;?;% 98 Newslerrers {1 awanr
\f’% ‘}?; and they have reminded me o 1= that have appeared.
= have been wrmumerable ops, hints, gadpets, recipes, poemas,
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travel experiences and advice, fuel consumption problems, discussions
on tyre pressures (has this ever been resolved?), central and door
locking, safety precautions, gear boxes, water heaters and pumps, items
for sale and wanted (these take up almost as much si;‘»a,ce today as the
whole of the early Newsletters!), cruise controls, gas - both propane and
butane, Green Cards, Eurocheques and cheque cards, fridges, ferries,
electrics (come to the Annual Dinner and 8th AGM Rally in April 1997
and listen to representatives of several suppliers of electrical fitments in
A-S vans followed by a Question and Answer session when you can raise
any problem you may have), roof vent struts, winterisation, etc., etc.
What a range of topics and so much helpful advice.

There have been reports on rallies ranging from those in the United
Kingdom to those in France, Spain, Ireland, Holland and Germany
together with many, and varied, viewpoints on ralhes. T have read,
again, interesting items such as the need to purchase a ScanPrinter in
Newsletter No.39, to be used in the printing of the Newsletter when we
needed 600 copies. Today about 1500 copies are printed. The article
went on to list, with technical jargon, the part computers played in the
preparation of Newsletters and in No. 63 1 read that ink, costing
£0.000746 was used in the printing of one page of the Newsletter. It
costs more today, no doubt. There were articles on loos, installing them
using them (you know what I mean!) and cleaning them and this gives
me an opportunity to repeat one of my pet grievances. DON'T wash
YOUR toilet or cassette at the drinking water pont on a camp site. You
can do as you like in your own home.

Some great sketches have appeared on the front cover, starting
with No.3, from Rita Daley in which she has cleverly used the initials
ASOC in a topical way. lLong may these sketches continue. It has
amused me to read “How to know you are getting old” in No.67; “Ten
Commandments, with a p.s.” in no.58; “A Member’s Guide to Rally
Marshals” in No.57; and “Some of Life's Golden Rules” appeared m
No.62. “Definitons of a Senior Citizen” were hsted in No.24 with
additions in No.27 and “Advice on how to keep a husband” was given in
No.39. whatever happened to “Phil’s Rabbit” and did George Wane get
a refund on his servicing charges in July 19917 A professi(mati fire fighter
histed “Fire Precautions” in No.25. Do they need updating, Peter
{(Fisher)? ) ,

No.4 reported 105 places had been booked for the first National
Rally and No.6 advised 50-100 more pitches were required. In
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rather keep the bubbles than cause further damage. Any suggestions
would be welcome.
Ray Whiley

——= = 2000000000 = = = -
THE NEW LEGEND

A bit of information which may be of use 1o other members. We
bought our Legend on 1st February 1996 and as no Owner’s manual was
available I phoned the technical department at the Orchard to find the
load capacity of the vehicle. Twas quoted 351 kg but through that this
was a bit low especially when comparing it with the Amethyst and
Excelsior. The same base vehicle but 1 thought that as the Legend was
some 5 inches longer the extra weight incarred would account for a
reduced payload. When (finally) I got the manual I found that it quoted
441 kg as gxc load capacity! T wrote to the factory and they confirmed
that the newer, higher figure was the correct one. However the lower
figure is the one which has been quoted in all the commercial magazines
but this apparenty will be rectified in the near future.

My Legend has been on a weighbridge fully loaded with fuel, water
and all that we carry. It is well within the MGW weight of 3300 kg. |
know that some people do weigh what they carry in their vehicles i order
to comply with the MGW but don’t use a weighbridge. As an ambulance
man for 32 years I am only too well aware of the necessity to load vehicles
correctly and have witnessed the result of many acadents where non-
compliance has resulted in fatal or serious injuries with all types of
vehicles. Couple to this the fact that the police are now doing spot checks
and it means that we must all take care for the safety of ourselves and
others.

Howard Walters

I sometimes wonder about some farm vehicles carrying straw and
the like. They look top-heavy and overweight to me and, at times, I've
seen them leaning to one side too. '

ez = 2000000000= = =an

Ladder Guards

You may remember that Les Davies was making these under the
wade name of “Leros Designs”, Les now tells us that he has sold that
company and has become semi-retired. But he is sull making the useful
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ladder guards under his own name. If you want one, or for more
miformaton, telephone him on 017 4 376 1318 or write to him at 53
Lower Cross, Crosshouses, Shrewsbury, i?g{%}xizg& SY5 6JU. [And just
try saying that address properly when you have just had a drink! -Ed]

o T ()t)(}(}ﬁ}&}eﬁw R .
Obituary

Mary Doody telephoned 1o advise that her husband, Mike, had
passed away peacefully at home on 9th Noveniber while wate %;iﬁg: a rugby
match on TV. He had been inn poor health since a heart attack 2 years
ago, but always kept going and enjoyed life to the end. Our sympathies
and condolences are extended to Mary and her family.

= = = 000U 000" = = e

FOR SALE
Ford Kombi Druento. 2,50 diesel with PAS. 2
berth luxury LWB Hi-top. "M reg. (Aug. 94)
30,000 miles.  Shower, clectric flush cassette
t, swivel passenger seat with security safe,
heated drivers seat, heated windscreen, blown hot
air heating, twin batteries with charger, glass
fronted oven with grill, crockery for 4, 3-way 1{3&.’%‘
ém}l le glazed with i)imdw and ﬁ\‘ screens, gﬁsfz ADv
vater he sater, Ommnistor Fiamma awning and twin
u%iv rack Status aerial with amphfier, Van Bitz
Foxguard alarm, front nudge bars with twin Lucas
FX150 spot lamps, alloy wheels. No peis and non-
smokers.  £22.995.00 or exchange for 2 berth
Clubman, Talisman or Executive. J()dﬂ and Lewis Gell,
The P?{;th{:s{&&, 64 Lemon Tree Court, Clifton §}rm:
North, Lytham St. Annpes, Lancs., FY8 2 SU or telephone 0125 340
2418.

Thariks for the donation.
HEBEEBBHH

Ford Legend 1989. 2/4 berth. All the usual features of this sought
afeer model pins Omuustor awning and 2 bike rack, both as new. %}dﬁv
extras. Non-smokers, no pets. MOT November 97 , taxed to march 97.
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