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Hello.
Commirres CHANGE

At our recent meeting we learned, with regret, that Steve Bowler felt
unable to continue as Chairman for the ume being due to personal
circumstances.  As a result we have elected Arthur brving o fill the

acancy for the tme being. It is the unanimous wish of the Committee,
as I am sure that it will be from all members, that Steve’s circumstances
will soon be resolved.

amez= =2 000000000= = = e

We also learned that Ron Wilson has been suffering from problers
with his back over recent months, such that he has been unable to get out
and about. QOur sincere best wishes are extended to him with wishes for
a very speedy recovery. fon has been a tireless worker during his time on
the Committee, especially with regard to the arrangements which have
been made with Wicksteed Park in Ketiering for the Annual Dinner and
ACM.

wmez= = = 000000000 = = = ane
STOP

With this Newsletter you will have received your renewal form - the
pink piece of paper! Please make sure that (a) you haven’t thrown it
away with the envelope and (b) that you #ill 1t 1n and send 1t to Sheila
Henthorne, our Membership Secretary, even if all the details are the same
as last year. It does help her to keep the records smraight and to ensure
that the due payments are received. Cases have been known where a
bank or building society has onutted payment of the standing order or
has paid it twice - or more! And some payments come through without
the proper membership number reference on them so youz form can

help to trace these odd ones.
wmm= = 2 000000000= = T aen

The Annual Dinner and AGM

This rally will be held on 4th - 6th April 1997 at Wicksteed Park,
Kettering. It 1s hoped that many members will attend. The focal point
1s the Annual Dinner, an excellent meal (with a vegetarian alternative)
on the Saturday evening followed by dancing to the Dave Johnson Trio
who play at the park regularly for Tea and F,Vemng Dances. Included in
the cost of the Dinner is an element to cover room hire. Thas off-sets the
costs of hirmg the rooms we use over the whole weekend.

As a result of suggestions received some changes are beimg
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mtroduced for 1997, Bar meals, both hot and cold, will be available for
purchase on Friday evening from 7.00 - 11.00 pm.  There will «
a roast lunch available at a very good price on Sunday but this MUST T‘f be
pre-booked. Again there will be a vegetarian alternative. Arr 11
have also been made to allow camping on Sunday night - ;@%2: };é\m.s 15
required for this also.  Wicksteed Park mmst be vacs
members by 5.00 pm on Monday, 7Tt April 1997.

i}ig Saturday a_i% ’f}{s}ﬁ FP? :;;ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁf- fﬁ’?i’ﬁ some ;}"iggg supphers

as usual, §§f= {};:ﬁkfi at various umes over éz? we

come to atend the Rally withour
attending the AGM. Members may, if they wish, st atend the Annual
General Meeting on a day basss. It must be emphasised that there is no
charge, 1 any way, to members who attend only for the Annual General
M&e’mig itself. M&&e a note mn your new diary | OW and be ready for the
Rally Booking Form which will be inchaded with your February 1997
Newsletter.

All members are most wel

Arther Irving & Andrew Entwistle
Joint Chairmen, ACM Sub-Committee
== =00o000000== =

Christmas is,‘a'coming

o it use g% iaéwv ?{g‘ FrooIning g&»
t - f{éiéi gﬂ,; w *sé on a Egé;{f f0Or 1’%» ir address i is 35 Preston Park,
rsham, Kent, MEI3 8LH and their t clephone number 15 0179 558
8913 if you want 1o get hold of them.

ez KRGO = =

E
Yi2w TO THE REAR
Does anyone know of a company which manufactures the
magmfymg rear view aid approx. 107 x 8 which 15 used to parking
iigfii §%§ et ?

Also, we have been to Hastings today and find that there

A I 08
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front car parks that we can use as our Flair 1s too high for the barriers. We
have written to the local council on the advice of the local tourist board
and wonder if any other member would do the same.
Ann May

The rear view aid is called a Fresnel Lens and should be available
in any decent motor caravan accessory shop. For you, Ann, perhaps I
could s aggest Bromley Motor Caravans or the caravan ShOp at Green
Street Green.

-=-= == 000000000= = =

Power Assisted Steering

This is an SOS. to those members who have had P.A.8. added to
their vans. 1 requested details some time ago but was not in the position
of domng anything about it and mislaid the information given via the
telephone! Because of a neck injury I now have to have P.A.S. or give up
the van. So please, | would be gr: ateful for names and addresses of firms
who can offer this and are recommended. Thanks.

Eileen Langman

As previously mentioned, Specialised Vehicle Options, of Redman
Road, Porte Marsh Industrial Estate, Calne, Wiltshare, SN11 9PR 15 a
company providing P.A.S. and of whom we have had good reports from
members. Their telephone number 1s 0124 981 5141 and their
manager is Mr M Holland-Smith. They were offering a discount for our
members.

wmem = = 0000000005 = = e
Cruige Controls.

['wish to fit a cruise control to my 2 litre petrol Executive on the
Peugeot Boxer chassis and wonder if any member is experienced in this
field. If anyone can help please contact me by phone or fax on 0127 341
4544 or write to 30 Fairfield Gardens, Portslade, Brighton, East Sussex,
BN41 2BH.

wem = 2 000000000= = = eue

Talbot /Fiat Security and Wheel Bearings.

I have read in the caravan press over the years of the problems
encountered by many people with door security on these vehicles. Some
people go to some length to counteract the p()tc?-rmal thief, e.g. chains
from one door to anothor, using the seat belis to lock to the seat base, etc.
I thought it was about time that 1 put into print the very simple solution
that 1 havv been using for the last six years. It surprises me that no one
else, to my knowledge, has ever duplicated this. Start by obtaining two
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pins about 3 mum diameter and about 23 mm long. They can be nails,
split pins ete. but I found the best to be masonry nails which are plated.
If they are too long they can be ground off to the correct length.

With the door closed and the plastic catch pushed down mto the
locked position drill a hole of a size 10 accommodate the pin about 10
mm down and about 12 mm back through the door mner and through
the plastic catch. You will come to a further obstruction after going
through the plastic. This is an inner plate and it is better to carry on
drilling carefully just to penetrate this plate. [ say carefully because on
the other side of this is the window. Use a hand dnll because if you go
at it with an electric drill it could be an expensive mistake! To stop this
happening slide a thin metal (or even plasuc) sheet down inside of the
window in the area of penetration. This modification will stop anyone
from opening the door even if they drill the outside plastic, the way it 1s
mostly done by thieves. You canmot even open it with the key or from the
nside without first removing the pin.  Obviously, if you use one of the
doors for leaving and entering the vehicle this idea cannot be used on
that door. We always use the rear door on our Talisman to which I have
fitted a five lever Chubb rim lock. In a case I read about recently the cab
was robbed whilst the occupants were asleep in the van. This mod would
have prevented that.
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My Talstman has just gone through ns eighth MOT with no
problems except that I was advised that both rear wheel bearings were
rumbhng a htde and *‘&iﬂéé‘ﬁfia zi‘z{;iéii i”s* ij{}i?‘ i”ii‘%f}i%i é;z*;& %h 1 3{% all
Ty OWIlI Servic Ppe ser
what was involved. This isa fazrfx stra
mechanic with a little care in fitting the bearing ourers and inner seals
and the torque required is nothing Tike that required for the front wheel
stubs. It clearly states, in the P&lu_c‘*m Manual, that the left side (near
side) stub axte has a lefi-hand thread but I found that in fact it had a

hi-hand thread. It also states that the off side has a nght hand dhread
:fiich again 1s wrong. Each new wheel bearing kit contains one of each
nuts so they are not handed but 1t makes me wonder whether the stubs
were fitted munally duning manufacture on the wrong sides. The nuts are
in fact stuked afier being correctly end floated with the correct torque and
they §§§z=* seen there for 10 years without a problem but it does make me
wo J »r many other vehicles are like it. T have written to Peugeot
Customer Services for the commenss and it will be interesting 10 hear
what they have to say (i they reply).

&}E} g%fe}g.ffgx

“*331“?{3;’&;{1; {i ;(;k to §§¥* average - DIV

RALUES
Eaih Ra}}y - {}z:tsbei'

s whio we
§§§§§§{§:§§¥9 %g FeCery *fi T éf‘i‘g Sii a§§ ons for 40
‘eiz §§t‘f§‘ was gé‘-{% at Caravan ( izéf rally on the same

Having just spent a very g : :
would like to express our thanks to .:’(; & Jﬂf:ﬁ, ﬁ“ﬁ* 3&{&*’“@3@3‘ {mfi é‘;f*zs*
assistants for all their hard work © make the rally a success. Despate the
atrocious weather on Sunday morning, coffee and raffle carried on and
everyone appeared to have had a good time. Thanks agan.
Dorothy & David Fllis.
BEBBBRREFE

Still Bath

Some marshals runming their first rally are lucky, everything goes

right for them. Not so Jo & John. They were let down by the s
who gave their promised pitches to another chub. The weather
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too kind, even the borrowed tea urn broke down. In spite of this they, -
with their able assistants, put on a good rally which the members
enjoyed. Well done, all of you. Let us hope that you will marshal
another rally soon with a bit more luck next time.
Jeff Worley
HRARERHBHAA

Bt - Nowth Wobes

Who would head for the mountains of North Wales when the
weather forecast was for storms, gales and winds gusting up to 60 mph?
On the other hand, what AbO(“ members, looking forward to the
company of others at a Club Rally would let the same forecast deter
them? So it was that a full turnout of 12 vans gathered around Helen,
Ttuth & John Greenwood at Lake Bala and enjoyed the weekend with all
that they had promised The autumn colours of the forest foliage and the
dramatic skies were a joy to behold! A big “Thank You” is due to them
and to their assistants Betty and Andrew Entwistle from all of us who
attended and so enjoyed the weekend.

Leo Soble

We agree with Leo’s comments about the colours of the trees which

we have recently scen everywhere we have been. But he makes it sound
a bit as though the trees came to visit the rally!

HERBHRERE
SHOREHAM AIR SHOW
As a result of this show, which drew up 10 25,000 visitors, the
Royal Air Force Association charity benefited by around £40,000.00.
Our rally raised £43.00 which was a splendid effort. Any member who .
wishes to get the professionally shot video of this year’s event should
phone or fax Shorcham RAFA on 0127 344 1545 or write to Reception

Desk, Main Termmal Bulding, Shorcham Amrport, West Sussex, BN43
S5FL. The cost 1s £13.00 plus P&P.

There is a possibility that the rally might be over a longer period
next year to let members see something of the area. The show dates are

30/31 August 1997.
- Tony Fowler
REHHRBHRH
We start with the Shoreham Air Show, the first of a new venue.

What a bargain weekend where all enjoyed a terrific air show plus many -
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other side atractions. Directly on to Moreton Glade to join with people
who had arnived a few days previously for the holiday rally. The wine
and cheeses evening was great and we followed the trail of Lawrence of
Arabia and rubbed shoulders with Royalty (the duke of Kent) at the Tank
Museum. On again to the next at Eype near Bridport. Quite a gathering
of vans on a lovely cliff top site. The meal on Saturday was superb (not
for the faint-hearted or for dicters!). There three rallies were running
concurrently. A short break and then we were off to our very first rally
i the north at Dingwall where we experienced yet another great, friendly
atmosphere. The site was great and situated very close to the litde town
and shops. We didn’t need to use the van {(except for our own sight-
seeing) as there were two very good excursions arranged and we used the
buses. Some folks took adx*antagb of Scotrail as they had a special offer
during October - half price tickets, or anywhere for £8.00. Some did
some wdﬁy long journeys.

On our way South towards home we dropped i1 at the Whitchurch
Rally. There was room so we stayed for the weekend and we were made
very welcome.  We did some persona[ visiting, going to and from
Scodand, and we only had one day at home to do the usual chores (bills,
etc.) before setting off to the East Horsley Rally. Sally and Gerry Hazxton
provided an excellent weekend. Finally to the Bath Shopping Rally.
Firstly, the weather wasn’t very kind. Secondly, Jo and John Barrett (the
marshal) had a raw deal from the site owners only weeks earlier. Having
been promised their numbered pitches almost a year ago the owners

re-allocated them differendy and it wasn’t really surtable for a good rally.
However our marshals pressed on and made a very successul rally -
especially as it was their first attempt. Being a shoppm rally, everybod
did their own thing, cycled, walked or shopped till they dropped! X
rather soggy journey home rounded off these rallies. Well done, all the
marshals.

Iy & Bob Smith
HHAAEHHIH

BONFIRE RALLY - LYTHAM

Fifty vans assembled over the weekend. there were many familiar
faces and several new ones o, all ready to brave the unsetded weather
and have a good ume. On Friday around 90 members visited Todd’s
Motor Caravans and Prestoni. We were welcomed by Paul Todd and his
fumily. A well stocked bar, and a Hot Pot Supper to enjoy with a lovely
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new Medallion to admire ensured that we all thoroughly enjoyed
ourselves. (There were plenty of other vans, to.) On Saturday
afternoon many members went to the theatre to see Darren Day m
Summer Holiday. Others wandered round Blackpool whilst at camp a
band of merry men led by Jack slaved over hot rings to cook hot dogs for
all. Later a fireworks display completed a very full day.

On Sunday morning, after coffee, the raffle was drawn and the
rally ended. The marshals, Kath & Norman Benyon with Barbara & Vic
Kaye thoroughly enjoyed themselves and would like to say a big thank
you to all the people who helped m so many ways.

Barbara Kaye

Sheila and I'have visited Todd’s to have a small repair done while
we were on holiday up that way. They are extremely good dealers and
hosts.

—— T2 090()()0000 I I e
Aeccumulator Tanks

I have not seen the Shurflo version mentioned by Harry Aubin in
November nor do I know the price. But I did make for myself something
which works on the same principle and it has worked well. 1 used a piece
of copper pipe 1.5” diameter by 10” long that I happened to have. 1
flattened one end and sealed it with solder, then cut a hole near the same
end and soldered in a short piece of 0.5” copper tube. Finally I flattened
the other end and sealed it. T inserted a T-piece in the cold water hose
on the pressurised side of the pump and connected the ‘accumulator’
with its side-tube facing downwards at the lowest pomt. Thus, as the
system is pressurised by the pump, water enters the accurnudator at the
bottom and compresses the air, spring-like, in the upper part. The
accumulator was secured to a couple of suitable placed pieces of wood m
the pump compartment. This 1s a chumsy starting point that may set
other owners thinking of a neater design. Perhaps someone will come up
with a more elegant solution, preferably making use of some ready-made
item that would otherwise be thrown away.

Incidentally, T have also cut in half the panel that divides the pump
space from the bottom section of the under-sink locker. One half of the
panel was refitted as a door which I can remove on really cold nights so
that warm air from the van helps to prevent the pump and its associated
pipe work from freezing. [have no doubt that it is the supply pipe from
the water tank to the pump that freezes first but at least that seems to do
no harm.



While on the subject of pipes and hoses, here’s another thought.
The frustratingly slow rate at which water drains from the sinks and
basins of some A-S vans has been amred before in the Newsletter.
Someone’s solution - I cannot find which i;«suf‘“ 1t was i - was 1o use a
sink plunger and although this works well it is a scutter (as we say m
S ,{.}tidnd) .

I had noticed that both waste pipes dip slightly before rising to their
unions with the waste tank so forming a trap. Refitting the waste tank
recently after its two-yearly clean out I ried reducing that dip without
eliminating the trap. I did this simply by looping some plastic banding
under each pipe and screwing it to the floor above. The waste water now

goes out with a satisfying rush. Makes me wonder why A-S could not
have got it right in the first place.
Barry Crawshaw

How Tyred can you get?

L am amazed at the story of the eleven year old gas pipe in Brenda
and Wally King’s letter in October. When we have the annual SMMT
check carried out on our Legend this inv: ariably throws up some shight
problem with gas pipes or appliances, such as a new pipe from the gas
botde. 1 do not like unnecessary regulation bur one cannot help feeling
that the SMMT check should be ¢ ompuis{}n’ because failure to maintain
our vans properly affects niot only ourselves but others as well.  The
consequences of the gas which escaped from the King’s van igniting
hardly bears thinking about. There was obviously a fjdﬁgw to other vans
or campers on nearby pitches, paric ularly in Spain or other countries
where the 20 foot rle does not apply.

Peter I f{:m}p

Tean’t help feeling that many of us follow the “if it am’t broke,
don’t mend it!” school. Often this is because many items go on almost
indefinitely without causing problems. 1 recall a gas pipe problem in a
previous house where the joint had become unstuck but because there
was a good through draft ander the flooring I dida’t know about it until
the time came to have the gas stove f’i“i(lﬂﬂf}ip

— = ~«0000G(}§}(;0- ==
Micuriin Tymes
Having just read Audrey & John Sutton’s experience (November) 1
felt T must wll you about our sinular problem. We own a 1990 Legend.

o

Last March we were going along the M.4 (o the site at Baluc V&hdri
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Auto-Sleeper Owners' Club.
Rally Supplement.

Brave the north-east in Janua ry!
Sth - 12¢h éﬁﬁiﬁ%f& ié {ii,}iﬁi. w §§% Water Caravan Clab hiiﬁ Stockton-on-Tees.

o

§§§:§ night. §§i§£ﬁ§'§§ i per %’%%,é’i ?&%é?}‘ fee £1.30
: Aldbarough 5t Jobn, Richmend,

Cheguespaysble o NC &

w Possg i%%x use of Super Pitches, Sky TV hook-up £1.00 per night. Room available

Becfegter Restarant just outside site #f main mens doms. Special Emerald cand
required, detmis ii’i"%ﬁ% g%f:gx%m% s a5 a.p YTess Barage, Bird Watching, H-screen cimema,

bowhing allev plus 3 & of retarl and fa%t food ontlets closehy. Stockton Saturday
Market Bus stop nearby. Mawy local altractions with a possibility of a coach tnp to Hartlepool
Historie Quay & Jackson's Landing. Factory Qutlet Shopping. Wl arvanee W elficent

: s form o miterested,
A B gigﬁ £ § 3% ég}ﬁ;@? 57

53&&& w ;}ag oion & ?ag;«,téég

Lt §;§§§s at egé {}i: g;g} agé farn i&ig at g’é%ﬁ h ;éz ig 4 §§§§§ E
roundabont conlitme over ﬁ&gﬁgg Bridge Follow caravan site signs. ‘

Preliminary rally list for 1997
& Dates for your diary.

January

&h-12th White Water Caravan Site, Stockion-on-Tees ¥¥

i7th - 1uth Outdoor Leisure 97, Sheplon Mallet

February

15t - 235 Boat, Caravan & Leisure Show, Nabonal Exinb tion Centre
March

2i4h - 24th Wyeside Camping & Caravan Park Rhvader, Powys *%

3is Easter Monday




§ 5
5th
Gth - tith

"353 - 16th
23rd - 25th
26th

30th - ist June

June

2nd - 9th

6th - Bth
11th- 15th
13th - 15th
19th - 22nd
20th - 22ad
20th - 29th
26th - 29th
26th - Ist July

July
Pith-13th
18th - 20th
24th - 27th
3ist- 5tk Aug

A-S O C Annual Dinner Rally & A G M | Kettering
Hidden Valley, Nr Hifracombe. N_ Devon
Motor Caravan Jamboree, Brands Hatch,
National Motorhome & Tourer Show, Peterborough

Burn Gliding Club, Bumn Village. Near Seiby, N.Yorks
May Day Bank Holiday

Longleat Estate. Nr. Warminster, Wilis. **

Holiday Rally, Isle of Avalon, Glastonb *é{x Somerset
Bentley Wildfowl & Motor Museum, Hal szé “ast Sussex.
Spring Bank Holiday

St. Pierre Caravan Park . Portskewett. Chepstow **

Scottish Holiday Rally. Oban, Argyle

Mosor Caravan Fair, Stratford-upon-Avon Racecourse

Farm Meadow Caravan & Camping, Banham Zoo, Norfolk**
Morecambe Bay Traction Engine Club, St. Michael's, Preston A
Camping & Caravan Club Site, Cambridge**

Carrington C.P., Milford-on-Sea, Lymington, Hants

Holiday Raily, The Buckle C.P_, Seaford, East Sussex

Meadow Park (formerly Bass Meadows), Burton upon-1rent
Nidderdale Showground, Pately Bridge, N Y orks**¥

“Club & Company Rally™, Malvern

Abbevgate College, Chester.

Holme Valley C & C P, Holmfirth, West Yorkshie

Cotswold Gathering, Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos{Greenfield sitey™™




August

15th - 17th Detling Transport & Country Festival, Maidstone, Kent ¥*
25th Summer Bank Holiday

27th - 7th Sept  Probable dates for German Rally - confirmation March/April.
29th - 5th Sept Holiday Rally, Moreton Glade. Dorchester, Dorset.

September
5th - 7th Highlands End Farm, Eype, Dorset. .
7th - 14th Welsh Holiday Rally, Brynich C.P., Brecon, Powys **

12th - 14th North of England Motorhome & Tourer Show, York
19th - 21st Motor Caravan Show, Shepton Mallet.
26th - 28th Howgill Lodge, Barden, Nr. Skipton, N Yorks ##*

QOctober
10th - 12th Whitchurch Cricket Club, Whitchurch, Salop.

November
28th - 7th Dec. Holiday Show, Earls Court, London

December
31st - 2nd January 1998 WNew Year Rally, Iifracombe, North Devon.

ltems in bold type are Club rallies or are National events with a Club presence.
Holiday Rallies, in italics, are Club events other than weekend rallies.
**New venues for 1997,

Day/Time of @rriVal . . . ... o
In the event of an emergency at the rally whom should we contact?

Please complete both sides of the form!



Other rallies are in the planning stage but to meet the ever-
growing demand, we do need more. If you have ever thought vou
would like to do something about that, why don't you pzd\ up the
phone and have a word or three with, %;i%z%;‘ Bob §§‘§§§§§€ or one of
the assistant coordinators who are abk (zmd very Wi §§§§§} t{} ane
advice and help.

Rally Co-ordinator~ Bob Brindle 01777 711588  {Retford, Notts}
Local assistants: Jerry Haxton 01483 223476 (Woking, Swurrey)

Stella Ross 01708 228075 (Uprninster, Essex}
feff Worley 0193524049 {Yeovil, Somerset)

2

3<is this your first A-S O C rally? Please tick box YES 2 NO U
Number of people in your van: Adults . . ... ... Chiidren .. ... .+.
Extras: Please indicate which you would like, if available:

Electricity: Yes ! No il  Saturday night meal ifany: Yes© No©
Have you any special needs? Yes 1. No - ¥ “Yes', please specify.-

BOST FORM TO REACH MARSHAL 10 DAYS BEFORE EVENT, IF POSSIBLE - PLEASE!
£

{Have you completed the othe




Bristol, when suddenly the van began to vibrate when we attamed 60
mph. Our two dogs became very distressed and | felt a bit sick. Brian
slowed down to 40 mph and all secemed to be OK. At the time the
weather was most foul with rain and wind all the way down. Having got
to Bristol late we parked up and had our tea. By this time it was pitch
dark so we were unable to see anything wrong with the van.

Next morning we found the back offside tyre had two large holes
where the tread was missing and the stee] reinforcement could be seen.
The back nearside tyre had a huge bulge down the middle approx. 12
inches long. Finding this made both of us feel a bit sick with the thought
of what might have happened had they both blown.

The Warden was very helpful and directed us to Manor Tyres after
phoning to make sure they had suitable tyres in stock. The short journey
was very nerve racking. They fitted two new heavy duty van tyres for us
and the fitter said that it was unusual for Michelin tyres to go in this way.
We were so relieved to have the new tyres we did not thmk about gomng
the old ones checked until a few days later, by which time it was too late.
Having read several letters relating to the same problem we wonder how
many more owners have had similar experiences?

Jane & Brian Nippress
-a-= = =000000000= = = -

DUETTO PROBLEMS AND SWITZERLAND

Re: Joyce and Gordon Pearce’s letter in November about their
drooping heat deflector over the hob on the Duetto. We had the same
problem and our cure was simply to squeeze the hinge at each end with
a small pair of Mole grips (phers would do) to cause more fricton on the
hinge pm. We have had very few problems with our Duetto and all have
been efficiently dealt with by the factory. The Propex heater failed to
work from the start but was replaced immediately. The cab headlining
got burnt by the sun’s rays being reflected and focused on it by the
poh%hcd chromium table base pldfi‘ when parked on site. We've stuck a
piece of carpet over ours but I think A-S now use matt finish base plates.

We spent the first two weeks of September in Switzerland staying on
their excellent T.C.8. campsites. Absolutely fabulous!! Everyone we
met was wonderful. Site fees were reasonable and paid for by Frizzell
Caravan Club MasterCard who do not charge commission for foreign
transactions. We did not need mains electric hook-ups because we have
a Sporti leisure solar panel and mverter which supplied all the power we
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,:.“:3 iigz 1 bohaved
e ?‘?;; Pueito’s narrow
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%ffwg and Geoff Whailey

iﬁ};’% ;:; §}§z§, results vou can get with just a hntle squeeze, 't
Fos, | dud see other msaranes 6 ..é}

O00c00== =
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sy éis“ C §;, §§}s§ vig ©
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Towna 1983/
the now famibar

a Bedford CF chassis and
been vartously modafs
1% m pursuit of economy.

are; W 3%

So much for history. [ wrnie © - assistance and &
uent problenm which almost caused my van o fail us
.:§ §-*§‘ ix §§m, sighe ahgnment. Ar ér “moment, after maxioum

1 &g‘; %5‘; a:‘l;;% re> §§§§§§§§§;{ the yught sky

ot «gg*;;%w §;s§f %;s ;:{;zsié not fg;;;g
noned air bags and sull more
st setup. | recall that my very
simnilar problem. Lorries and
onally. Our vans are always
a1 econone answer
1?7 1 wonld be very
suld provade.

any {}f i%g% rig

vans {;2 gﬁ};zi;g s

i agﬁ Isup g

e 1s quite ¢ oressing but -
portant none the : é}@ many motor caravanners may also
be hearing aid wearers quite simply because many of us are in the 50+
such people, including myself, the car radio can only be
e %%iz %; causes problems to others especially on the
» 1o o partners travelling with us. The
' on loop systems were readily
Je to adapt one outet from a
vop.  The waring would have 1o
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produce a mono output to the loop and the resistances would have to be
adjusted to provide balance and prevent anything being damaged. It
might mean that a small amplifier with a volume cut out fuse would also
be réqun‘ed I am not an electronics expert but having expernienced the
joy of having a ig@p system in my home I know what a boon such a
gadget could be in car and motor caravan. Are there any experts among
our membership who could and would design such a system? Once
again [ would appreciate any advice that may be available. 1expect you
all know that loop systems were invented to allow the crew, in the BOISY
engine rooms of ships, to hear Captain’s orders. Had there been a loop
system in the van per hdpxi would not have needed to abandon the diesel
and perhaps, on reflection, a mobile loop system could be used by the
drivers of heavy transport to protect their ears as well. Looking forward
to any and all helpful responses.
Hon Daniel
This letter arrived addressed “Dear Fditor, Dear Mr Henshaw,
Dear Harry (select as appropria It would seem that Ron has some
difficulty in reading as well as hearing! [ don’t even know a Mr
Henshaw! So far as the hghung problem goes, Irecufied this on an early
Bedford by removing the entire Iigktmﬂ unit and replacing 1 with a
couple of washers behind the upper fixing point. This allowed the whole
thing to tilt forward more. We have heard good reports of the various coil
spring addmons and also the Awr-ride Suspension people who come
along to the Club and Company Rally. We've also heard that the latter
can be helpful when trying to level the van too!
—-= = = 000000000= = = -

More Help Please

To make hife easier when touring m freezing temperatures can
anyone advise me how satsfactonly to “insulate or heat i}w h esh and
waste water tanks and associated prping on a Boxer Executive

Sean Hollarnds

Suggestions, other than lighting fires underneath the vehicle, will
1o doubt be welcomed by Sean who lives at 8 Saxons Drive, Foley Park
Fstate, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 5HS or telephone 0162 275 8043

= = = 000000000= = = am-

CONTINUING THE BOXER SAGA
Some good news and some bad news, the bad fust .......

I took de Jivery of iy new Talisman on 16th August 1996. On our
second trip out we noticed a shower of sparks commg from under the
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front nearside of the engine. This was due to. the main earthing wire to
the engine just being “hooked” onto the end of a bolt with no nur securing
It..... another thing to be checked by new owners. A month later, after
returning from a trip, we had some vibration coming from under the
bonnet. The van was due for its-first service and I had one or two other
things to be looked at (thanks to info in the Newsletter) so T just added 1t
to the list. It turned out that 1 had lost a bolt from the power steering!
Again an item to be checked by other owners.

Now for the good news ...... ,

Following a recommendation from a member at the Shepton
Mallet rally, I booked into the Warwick Wright garage in Brentford, West
London. This was a good move. Not only did they find the PAS problem
but they took copies of pages from the ASOC Newsletter (which I just
happened to have with me!) with the relevant comments from members
regarding draining and battery problems and attached them to the
mechanics work sheet! Lo and Behold, all the work was done to my
satisfaction at no charge whatsoever.

Well done, ASOC Newsletter and members comments therein.
Keep up the good work.
Ron Greenland
Glad to have been of service!
-z =2000000000= = = -

Have a Good Bay?

It started well. A fine day and the VW Clubman booked in to have
its 6,000 mile service at the local VW garage before our holiday while we
went to play a few holes of golf. Two weeks earlier we had been to Van
Bitz to have the van fitted, very efficiendy, with an alarm system. (I had
seent the system at the Club & Company Rally!) The decision for an’
alarm had been prompted by an incident i France when we were
parked in a motorway picnic area. A car carrying two people sped into
the parking area. A man jumped out and looked hard through the front
windows of the van unaware that my wife was at the back and could see
him. Presumably he saw nothing obvious worth breaking in for and
moved over to an unoccupied lorry. Agamn unsuccessful, he re-entered
the car and was rapidly driyen away.

Now the alarm was fitted and because the battery should not be
disconnected with the alarm switched on 1 went to switch it all off with the
keys provided. No problem under the bonnet; the key turned easily.
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The other switch located in the glove box was more difficult to access.
The second key was difficult to get in and turn. Then I found that I had
stupidly mixed up the keys putting both ke) s for the siren on my key ring
and the others for the unit on my wife’s. Aldhough the keys were the
same pattern the lock numbers were different. Age obviously takes it’s toll!

Panic! Had [ upset the system? [ fitted the correct key, turned the
switch on and then off. Then into the driver’s seat to start the engine.
Key turned, ignition on, diesel ignition light out but the engine would not
fwe. Try agam - nota h()pe! Help! My mustake with the key had set the
alarm systems immobiliser on and I was stuck. There followed a series
of telephone calls to Eddie Jones at Van Bitz who patiendy dealt with this
idiot.  As instructed, the glove box came out and the forced switch was
disconnected. Sull no joy at all. Back to the phone; detailed mstructions
on how to reset the alarm unit carnied out. Sull no luck. Another call
and this tme it was revealed how to over-nide the immobiliser via the
connections to the alarm unit. Hand just about to pull out mulu-plugs
under the dash when a thought occurred.

With every new car | have an extra key cut to use when the car is to
be serviced. [ hate taking keys off my key ring. I suddenly remembered
that the new Golf, which T had just ordered, had a special immobihser
which required a VW key set to work with the car. Did my Clubman
perhaps have the same arrangement? A fervent prayer and the proper
VW key was inserted. Joy untold, the engine started!

A call to Eddie to apologise and explain. Then hurriedly replace
the wires, refit the glove box and off to the garage for service. Reception
had been warned that we were delayed and as I handed the key m, the
service manager said “Where is the vehicle, sir?”. T pointed out the
posttion and said that he couldn’t miss it because it was a motor caravan
with a high wp. He looked a litde worried and asked how high.  Jusr
under nine feet was too high for his workshop so he couldn’t do the
service. Helpfully, he telephoned the nearest five dealers none of whom
were able to take the height. Eventually VW Customer Care found that it
could be serviced i Luton. A week later, we had the service carried out.
It was not a good day!

Nei Rostrow

PS. In Spain i September we left the van for about an hour n
Altea. On our return the alarm gave an extra chirp so something had
happened. Yes, we had had a break in. The toilet door and window
were open and there were dirty foounarks on the toilet, but that was all.
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Nothing had been it had all been worth while having the alarm

gﬁi There were 1es by the shding window pear the « catch. The
wilet window had been opened by a blade being forced in 10 turn the
catches at the botom.  The fly screen, which had been down, had been
with a kmle close o the metal edge and was fairly casily

i

cf BOTOSS
men It would seem that the wm catches on this window are very
vulnerable as they used 1o be on car quarter hghts.
= = = ooed K Io00== T aer
‘fs\ﬁ 3{:?
Followmg on from the above, Edde Jones of Van Biz sent the

following:

We were desperate for room at Brixham and, as any of our cus-
tomers who visited us there will know, the ass was difficult. Lynda
and [ decided some thiee years ago that we should be looking to prrchase
a farm site t© give us the room and potential 1o expand and make a visit
to us pleasurable for our customers. Cornish Farm is everything that we
could want. Located just two miles from juncton 25 of the M.5 with the
access level and wide and only two miles from Taumton Town Centre,
surprisingly we have four acres set in a lovely rural locanon. We have
been issued with a Caravan Chub C.L. Licence for our orchard and the
new road and dump station allow us o accommodate the very largest
motorhomes. The main vehicle workshop has been converted from a
former threshing bam and an adjoining paddock has been lmd with
hard-core and topped with washed pea gravel w0 make an excellent
{‘Wﬂ?ﬁﬂi’ii parking area regardless of the time of year. We are hoping that

;’g'gg,. *‘} W;i see a new &ﬁ}i e, waltng area and showroom. A separate
pelime to enable our customers
e L

%}%ﬁ no fa ézz;é& i t&eg vans to ‘stay

§‘i iéai% beenna wrx isifw \wzif f{a s aﬁé not &}E}Y ‘Siégi 5:;? move 1o

é‘j{}%i%?éiﬁt’ ’%%r* §§xsw .:,é-{s &g?{m}{iaj and trair zﬁ;i a new ﬁé:s&iiﬁ%i{ T iii‘iii,

Vanguard Wirter based m Colchester. A copy of the “96 specifica
“Motorcaravan Alarm System: The Facws™ 1= available, free of « §mr{

fram Van Buz, Cormush Farm, Shoreduch, 13%}?%&%& Somerset, TA3
7BS or telephone 0182 332 1992,

== =000000000== =
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| Obituary S

Audrey Algar telephoned to advise us that her husband, Jokn, had

passed away on 12th October. Our condolences and sympathies are
extended to Audrey and her family.

ez = 2000000000= = = v

Wanted

A-S wheel cap for late 1980’s/early 1990°s Talbot Express.
Approx. 390 mm diameter with 13x30 mm diameter holes. Colour off
white/beige. Telephone Trevor Hargreaves on 0120 288 6855 or write
to him at 13 Churchmoor Road, Colehill, Winnborne, Dorset, BH21 2I.N

HHBHREHRH
Towbar to fit K’ reg. Talbot Symphony. Telephone Doug & Mary
Wood on 0194 475 8474 or write to them at the address shown in the
‘For Sale’ section.

HUERBRBRRE
We have bought a 1981 Bedford C.F. A-8 two berth with elevating
roof. Unfortunately it has no mstruction book and we wonder if anyone
has a copy. Also can we get replacement parts for the van? Please
contact Harry Graham at 7 Millfield Avenue, Northallerton, North
Yorkshire, DL6 1AT if you can help.

RARBHEGRER
Has anyone got a copy of the Owner’s Handbook for the Talbot
Express to spare or one that | could get copied, please? Arthur Wilmore,
telephone 0165 262 8257 or write to 15 Station Road, Brasey, Barnetby,
Lincs., DN38 6AP.

ey wem = = = 000000000 = = = e
|

FoR SAws

d | The Club has for disposal a Piney-Bowes
T —d Flectric Franking Machine (model no. 6300). This
was used for the postage on the Newsletters before we
went over to a commercial printer. Offers are mnvited
for the machine and further details can be obtamed
from Rita & Phil Daley on 0121 706 1816 or by
writing to them at 46 Ulverley Green Road, Solihull,
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West Midlands, B92 8BQ. Any reasonable offer will be considered.
HRRRERERE '

As seen at the Club and Company Rally. [}1
Blasi folding Moped complete with carrying bag to
fit neady mszde van. 50 cc - ‘G’ reg. Good
condition.  Current MOT.  £400.00 (now
£1500.00 new price). Telephone Duncan and
Wendy Graham on 0176 835 2920 or write to
them at Gilmour Mews, Bdﬂiehanow, Appleby,

C mn‘mm CAl6 6XT.

Thanks for the donation.

HHARHRBAA
Awning. 2.9 metre Ommnistor Laght to fit panel van. Special fitting
to enable you just to bolt onto gutter rail. Hardly used. £150.00.
Ommnistor Safan Room, colour grey. Never used. £200.00. Tow bar
and cleetries by Witter to fit Ford Duetto. 6 weeks old. £100.00. All
prices negotiable. Please telephone Jim Faulds on 0146 374 1414 or
write to him at Airdens, Glaickbea, Kiltarlity, Inverness-shire, 1V4 7HR.

HAREHBHRR :

Boxer Harmony. 2 hitre pewol, 1995 ‘M’ reg. 8,000 miles. As

new with extras. £19,500.00 ono. Please rvk*phone S{uart Cornes on
0188 959 1326 or write to him at Dungarvan, Oak Road; Denstone,
Uttoxeter, Smaffs, ST14 5HT. :

RAHBERRES o
Trophy 1994 ‘M’ reg. 2/4 berth. 2.4 hwe diesel, Automatc,
P.A.S. 13,000 miles. Immaculate condition with fitted seat covers and
carpet protection. No armmals, non-smokers.  Extras mclude towing
bracket, cycle rack and fold away extension to work-top. Reason for sale
- new l.zhsm ann on order. Cost £28,200.00 - will sell for £25,200.00.
Please contact John and Iris Ackland on 0124 355 2064 or wrile to them
at 2 Paddocks, Barnham, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO22 OHU.

HUEHBHHSERE
‘ rlu“* standing Hhi-top Motor Chalet awning. As new, cost over
£300.00, accept £200.00. Hardly used. Telephone Doug & Mary
Wood on 0194 475 8474 or write to them at Kiddles Farm,
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Wintringham, Malton, North Yorkshire, YO17 8HX.

Thanks for the donation.
HABERBRAH
Toilet Tent, proofed green cotton and alumin-
numn poles. Good clean condition. FREE to the first
member to collect or arrange carriage. Alternatvely, 1
might be able to deliver, depending on the area, or

venue - perhaps the Peterborough show in the spring.

Camoustie, Angus, DD7 6EF, telephone 0124 185
2396.

REHGRERS#

VW T4 Trident, ‘M’ reg (Aug.94). 16,000 miles. 2.5 litre petrol,
Automatic, A.B.S. Hectiic windows, arm rests, blown air heating,
wnmersion water heater, awning.  Fully alarmed. No pets, non-
smokers. Immaculate conditon. £22,000.00. Phone Den Llkins on
0120 282 4863 or write to 15 Fairwood Road, Verwood, Dorset, BH3 1
6UA :

HURERHHHS
Silver Screen to fit 1995 Boxer Executive. £45.00 ono. Telephone
Bill and Mary Dakin on 0163 681 2673 or write to Trehowel, Halam
Road, Southwell, Notts. NG25 0OAD.

HUEHBBHELH [

Paulchen rack carrier, VW T3 with non-dnll kit. £35.00.

Paulchen rack with 2 anti-theft bike carrers & non-dnll kit. VW T4.

£65.00. Telephone Joyce & Gordon Matthews on 0179 553 8913 or
write 0 35 Preston Park, Faversham, Kent, ME13 S8LH.

KHr#A## 1S
RAC N’ ROLL Motorcycle/Scooter carrier. Cost £360.00 - for sale
at £225.00. Aquaroll - £11.00. Submersible Pump - £5.00. Raleigh
small wheel bike, 3-speed, dynamo, carrier and detachable shopping bag
- £35.00. Fiamma Roll Tank for waste water - £30.00. Contact Don
Thompson on 0163 423 3362 or write to him at ‘Roseveare’, 16 Tan-
glewood Close, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES OPH. Only 2 miles

from junction 4 on the M.2.
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All that now remains for 1996 is to wish every member, on behalf
of your Committee, a peaceful and happy Christmas together with a
prosperous and safe-driving New Year. Knjoy yourselves, enjoy your
festivities and enjoy your Club n 1997.

~ The next issue of your Newsletter will be No. 100. Many of us will
be quite surprised that we have got this far - especially as it was origmally
mesnt to be every other month! There is a reasonable amount “on the
spike” at the moment but contributions are ALWAYS welcome. See you
next year!

Your Fditor
Harry Henthorne
144 Devonshire Hill Lane
London, N17 7NH
Tel: 0181 808 9112
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Any item appearing in this Newsletter may be freely used by other
publicatons. Please acknowledge both Author and Source.
P R R R e R R R R R R A R ER R AR TR R RS R R R R
All contributions from Members which appear m the Newsletter are
published in good faith in the hope that they will prove useful or interesting.
All reasonable care has been taken to ensure accuracy but none of the
modifications has been tested by us therefore neither the Editor, the Club nor
the Company will accept any responsibility for the consequences if you try
them out. " '
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Comm iteee NMMemnmbrers:

Sieve Bowler
Bob Biindle
Andrew Entwistle

Rolly Co-ordivieaton

Vi

s-Chaivrnan & Joint

0129 $68 0279
QY77 771 1588
0142 284 3057

Chabdsmnan, AGM Sub-Ctee
Cluks Secretary aond
Membership Secretary
Newsletter Editor 4181 808 9112
Chainmaon, C&C Sub-Citee Q123 576 4782

Bheila Flenthorne 0181 808 9112

Harry Flenthorne

Brian Hootoxn

Artbhuor Irving Chairman & Joint Chairman, OLL4 236 5698

Ber: Mansfield.
Nial Reynaolds
Yar: Ross ’
Janet Suﬁm’lﬁy
Joha Tidbury

AGM Sub-Cties
Chief Maorshal

Public Relations Officer

Regalin QOfficer
Mimates Secretary

Treasurer

0172 336 9769
0185 843 2811
Q170 822 8075
0150 746 2449
0123 552 5730

Chagles Trevelyan
John Cox
Rita Daley

Phaliyp Daley

President
Vice-President

Vice-Presidoent

Vice-Proesident
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