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Hello.

This issue 1s being “put to bed’ rather earhier than usual. Sheilo and
I can go away on holiday knowing that most of the Newsletter will be
ready and only a limited amount will remain to be done when we return.
At around the same time Rita & Phi Daley will also be enjoying a
well-earned break, perhaps rather farther from home than us. It may
just be that the July issue will be a little late n arnving at your door
because we all will have to deal with things in a bit of a rush after our
hols. So please forgive us if we are a hitde late. Remember that ALL your
Comumittee are volunteers and are doing whatever job they have for
“fun”! By the time this is in your hands our holidays will be a thing of
the past but we shall, at least, have our memories. 1 wonder what the
weather will be Like this tme!

HERGHARER
Cut-ofF Dares

May [ re-iterate that the normal cut-off date
for the receipt of items for inclusion in the News-
letter 15 the 16th of each month. The exceptions
are in June and December when the closing date
is the 10th. The reason for this is the holidays -
summer and Chrstmas. In addition, please do
NOT write and ask for anything to be included n
the such-and-such issue. 1cannot guarantee that
anything will be included m any issue or at all. 1
will try to get whatever you send, partucularly advertisemers, mto the
next AVAILABLE issue but there will be no assurance. So please do not
send 1n something, after the closing date particularly, with the request or
demand that it must be included in a given issue. It has happened in the
past that someone has not thought the problems through but there 1s a bit
of work which goes into the production of your Newsletter!

HRARBHEERS

Sheila & I have been rather amused and very pleased with the
response to the earlier comments about change of vans. Our remarks m
the Newsletter have brought in some letters giving details of the new
vehicles - even a new address! But Sheila still discovers that a new
member joins and gives details of a vehicle which, according the the Club
records, 1s the proud possession of an established member. Don’t forget
that even if you do sell your van, once you have been a member of the
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Club you can continue to receive the Newsletter if you keep up your subs.
But you can’t, of course, attend ralhes or benefit from any other service
which the Club may be able to provide. 8o if you have sold your van,

please let Sheida Henthorne know so that the records can be kept fully up
to date. Thank you!

e = = 00000 0000= = S e
The Newsletter

At the Open Forum after the AGM Harry, our Newsletter Ed}zor,
asked (as usual) for us to keep sending in contributions.

It seemns to me that “Hmts and Tips” is one of the more valuable
sections (vide Talbot Steerimg Recall) so here are some of the bits that [
have either heard or have happened to me this year at Kettering. Many
of us had trouble with dim flucrescent lights and have had the whole unit
changed, sometimes without much improvement. One member I was
talking to has found that the trouble is not so much with the unit but with
the fitted twbe. He recommended replacement with good Enghsh or
Cerman made tubes - the improvement, he sad, 1s remarkable.

Then another member with a T4 Clubman was
distressed to find, after the run from South Wales to "=~
Ketering, that his cabin lighting was so dim as to be 5 %
near non-existent. Luck and mspiration led me to %{ a§§ g s
find a blown 30 amp fuse in the split charge crcut -~ .
(on the nearside of the engine compartment bulk-
head). AsIwas puting away my “detection equipment”, a
T4 Trophy arrived and ﬂ:hmﬂv afterwards found that he had
no leisure electrics. Experience led me to check his 30 amp
fuse. It too was blown - replacement effected a cure. While
this was being sorted out another T4 Trophy came m having
been out 1o look for 30amp fuses to replace those borrowed whilst trying
to get his leisure battery to charge. We were sull talking around this when
another member came by and said that this was a known problem. If
the leisure battery had been allowed to get very low, the charging surge
when the engine was next run was enough to blow the fuse. Fine - it's a
consurner fault o run the battery flat - but if it is a known fault, why not
a tip in the Newsletter - charge up the leisure battery via your hook-up at
home or on site or something. Any advice about flucrescent tubes?

Come on, what have been YOUR problems? How have you
met/overcome them? Let Harry know! -

Jim Cresswell
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Thanks, Jim, for this advice. 1 stll don’t fully understand how
anyone could run the letsure battery so flat - they must have had the TV,
the microwave and heaven alone knows what else running whilst on a
green field site with no electrics.  But please, let me have your hints and
tips to keep the Newsletter full.

e = 2 000000000= = =aan
In The Same Vein

We were nonplussed when, after several outings and 2500 miles
completed in our new Clubman, the van battery was found to be flat.
Luclaly, we were on a site and could charge it up frorm the hook-up. The
(normally very helpful) mstruction book suggested that a fuse may have
blown in the charging cireuit. Unfortunately, the book forgets to tell you
where the fuse is!! | failed to find it. A visit 0 our supplier confirmed
that the 30amp fuse had blown and suggested that some sort of “surge”
from the alternator had blown it. He put a new fuse in which seemed to
work.

Perhaps it did for a short while - then, to our horror, we found that
the fuse had blown again and this time we were miles from any form of
help on the north west coast of Scotland. However, the local garage had
a packet of 30amp fuses which I snapped up. 1 replaced the burnt out
fuse and all seemed well. In fact all is stll well, after another 1000 miles.

The moral of this story is that there are so-called 30amp fuses as
fitted by the manufacturer and 30amp fuses. The width of the strip that
melts in the purchased fuses 1s double that of the original. Both are
labelled “30amp” and both are of green plastic. 1 hope that this note
may help others.

David Morris.

This is a fairly common difference in the various manufacturers of
the components, in this case fuses. Fach seems to have his own idea of
the “corrvect” amount of whatever to put in to the component. But you
stll haven’t told us where the fuse 1s!

ez = = 000000000= = = aae

New Zealand

My wife and [ recently returned from a tip “down under” where
we spent 7 1/2 weeks touring New Zealand in a motor caravan. [ know
that members do not necessarily want to hear of these journeys so Twon't
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bore them with the details, despite 1t being one of the most fantasue trips
we have ever made.

The point of this letter 1s that we used a Bnush made motor
caravan which came about by an exchange of vehicles. On the advice of
the owners we jomed the New Zealand %éﬁiﬁf Caravan Asscciation. This
enabled us 1o meet like-minded people there and also to use the club’s
system of inexpensive overmght parkings.

I have since wnitten to the N.Z.M.C.A. saying that I would be
prepared to assist to see if there would be any miterest in other people
doing the same sort of thing. There are many things w be considered
and 1t may well not be feasible for most §r‘{>§s§i‘ but, as a start, I thought
of members of our Club. There was a recent request in the newsletter
from Nora and Ven Venables for information on N.Z. and I have been in
touch with them. Please let me know if there 1s & way forward.

Leo Soble
I anyone would like to consider this idea and would be willing ©
exchange their van in this country for the use of another in N.Z., why
not get mn touch with Leo by teia shone or fax on 0145 270 0526 or write
to hum at Windmall Cot lackwells End, Harrpury, Gloucester,
GL19 3DB

weez= = =000000000= = =
Odds & éf’m&

1. We have rarely used the Trumanc 3000 %}f»ﬁef in our ‘91
Talisman for fear of our f“if:igs hurting themselves on the hot casing. We
recently measured the casing temperatures usmg a digial contact
thermometer. The results serve to act as a caution because 1 they may be
much higher than perhaps are generally realised. The table below shows
the peak surface remperature at the three fan speeds:

Fan Speed {ﬁ%g;}ﬁ?m&
OFF -
5169 7
FasT



Accidentally touching the casing at 78 degC is likely to cause
discorufort and perhaps some skin redness if contact is more than brief.
At the higher temperatures there is a real possibility of skin burn and
blistering. Obwiously it1s a pow*rful heater and 1s bound to get hot; but
please bo extra careful if you have dogs or children in your van because
they may not recogruse the danger.

2. Members may like to know that the First Alert Carbon
Monoxide detector (£30-£40 from B&Q stores) is NOT suitable for
caravans, boats and other non-residential places. This information is m
the leaflet which 1s found m the box after you have spent your money!
Their customer helpline couldn’t shed any light on the matter but the
instructions have all kinds of warnings about exposing it to heat, cold,
humidity, cleaning materials etc. etc. If anyone has any information
about a suitable CO detector then we’d like to hear from you.

3. Many thanks to Fric Stow for his up about putting metal shields
behind the prrebs door handles to improve security (Newsletter No. 60;
September ‘93). We followed his example and found that the chance of
breaking the trim clips is much reduced if you lever between the door
metal and the plastic to avoid pudlm[gj the chp through the board of the
wim panel. Double Dutch? Give us a call 1i[L you need more detail!

4. Further to our difficulties with holding the Talisman on the
hand brake we have had the lever extended by 47, Initial tnals seem
promising but perhaps the hazard now is from strong-armed mechanics
straining the cable! (We should perhaps explain that Louise is a 5ft 2in,
7 stone weakling.)

5. Our Old Insh Setter, Ruth, has been put to sleep but her
substitute, called Tigger (7 months), will be very lr,dwad to meet you all
at the C&C Rally. We might even give her away 1 § she continues to chew
everything. Look for the van with “the dog picture on the back.

Louise Story & Jim Botterill
So far as the problem of the casing temperature is concerned, this
really applies to any and every type of heater m use today. Even a fan
heater can cause problems if you stay too near it for too long. If there is
any danger to children or ammals, 1t might be sensible to organise some

form of guard around it. Their telephone number, if you want to discuss
iem 2 or any other pomnt, 18 0194 877 0335.

—eez = 2 000000000 = = = aan
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Cliacnman's Chiat

Please don't arrive in the area of the Three Counties
Showground before the opening time, at noon, of the
Club and Company Rally on Friday, 21st July 1995, and
avoid congestion on the roads around the Qhowgmmld
There is limited parking off the B.4208 and when that is
full there is no DtECI‘ available space. Your co-operation is
particularly requested by not turning up early. The
setting-up of the rally will still be in progress on the Friday
morning and if the volunteers involved have to be diverted
to deal with congestion outside the Showground, the
opening may have to be delayed untl the work is fully
completed. So please help us o help you.

On Saturday evening, at the Barn Dance, the
Caller will be choosing the three most suitably dressed con pl«%
who will each receive a small prize. There is still time for you to select
your wardrobe for the Barn Dance when you are getting ready for the

rally itself!
A very imited amount of botded gas (LPG.) will be available at the

Blackmore ( aravan Club Site at P ey Swan, about two miles away
from the Showground. The Warden of that site has very kindly arranged
for his suppliers to leave him extra bottles, BUT there 1s a very strict
limit on Lﬁe number of bottles that he can store on the site.

The members of the Annual Dinner and A G M Rally (}rgfm.iaing
Sub-Committee have been very active prior to and after this year’s event.
They have visited quite a number of places in various parts of the country
which might have been suitable for the Club for 1996 but all those places
visited were found to be unsuitable. There was not enough camping
space, the Hall was not large enough, we would not have had exclusive
use of the Hall or there were insufficient catering facilities. One site might
have been suitable but it was felt that the meal prices would have been
considered far too exponswe and another site, used previously, will still
not allow dogs onto the site despite rumours to the contrary. The
sub-committee have telephoned ogxer places with similar results and in
order to make progress they, with the approval of the full Commuttee,
have booked Wicksteed Park, Kettering as the venue for 1996 BUT rhcy
are now looking for a suitable venue for 1997.

The Editor, in Newsletter 81 (June), listed the various require-
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ments for a normal Club Rally. However, for the Annual Dinner and
AGM Rally we must have sufficient, suitable camping space for at least
175 vans; a hall, for our exclusive use, capable of holding an Annual
General Meoﬂng lmolvmfr 250 - 300 people as well as having suitable
catering facilities for such a number. There are many places which meet
one or two of the listed criteria but very, very few that meet them all. And
of course, pets must be welcome too. Please help the Sub-Committee by
sending their Chairman, Ron Wilson, full mformation on any sites which
meet all the listed criteria and where the charg ges will be reasonable to our
members.

The Club’s two major Ralhes for 1996 have, therefore, now been
booked and you can enter the dates m your diaries. The Annual Dinner
and A G M Rally will be held at Wicksteed Park, Kettering, 19th-21st
April 1996. The Club and Company Rally will be held at the Three
Counties Showground, Malvern, 12th - 14¢h July 1996.

At the last Commattee meeting Steve Bowler and Sheila Henthorne
were elected as Vice Chawrmen of the Chib. Nial Reynolds was elected o
undertake the P R O duties. [ thank them all for accepung these offices.
Please give Sheila and Steve you support at the Club and Company Rally
when they cover for me whilst I am off on holiday.

You will have noticed that Newsletter 81 was stapled and this
follows from the Club putung the work of collating and folding out o
contract. Previously, ftita and Phil Daley, after printing some 1,400
copies of each page have, with the help of other members who live
nearby, collated and foided all the pages to form separate Newsletiers.
As you will appreciate, this has taken a considerable time each month.
The Daleys will continue to print the Newsletter as usual but the collating
and folding will now be done by the contractor at, obvicusly, some
additonal expense to the Club. On behalf of all members | offer thanks
to ftita and Phil for all their work and for continuing to do the printing.
Our thanks are also due to all those members who have helped in the
collating, folding, and envelope filling which has been done quietly to the
advantage of us all.

Arthur Irving.
ce-= == 000000000= = =

Ghituaries

We have been advised that David Foulkes of Boston died 1 hospital
on May 30th after a short illness. Our condolences and sympathy are
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extended to his wife, Dorothy, and the family.
HAHRRHERER

We have also learned that Brian Burr, of New Milton n
Hampshire, passed away on May 3rd. He had been ill with cancer for
about six months but we understand that he did not suffer pam for too
long. Our sympathies go out to his family. '

ez = 2000000000 = = = —nn

Rallies

Bob Brindle tells me that a new “A - Z for new Rally Marshals” 1s
being printed by Rita and Phil Daley and it will be ready shortly. “Copies
may be had” by contacting Bob on 0177 771 1588, by writing to him at
43 Welham Grove, Retford, Notts., DN22 6T7Z or by seeing flim at the
Club and Company Rally.

eee= = = 000000000 = = = e
A Rally with a Difference!

John Creenwood has come across a VERY small site on Anglesey
and is wondering whether there might be any interest if he should run a
rally there. He tells me that the site is rather remote and for the last three
miles it constitutes a driving and navigation test! Itis generally very quiet
and is suitable if you like hiking, walking, bird watching or general
outdoor pursuits. There is a fairly deserted beach where small boats and
canoes can be launched into a safe bay. The MAXIMUM number of
vans which could be accommodated 1s 6 - 8 and there is no possibility of
exceeding that number.

If you would be interested, on a date yet to be arranged, why not
give John a call on 0124 454 88827

wmm= = = 000000000= = = aem

NEW YEAR’S RALLY

Hidden Valley, llfracombe .

Barbara & Jeff Worley are again organising this popular rally. A
the details, apart from who will be attending, are now finalised. I you
would like the full details, please telephone Barbara on 0193 524 049 or
send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to her at 26 Hondstone Park,
sunners lane, Brympton, Yeovil, Somerset, BA22 88Q. You may be

able to make contact at the Club and Company Rally too. =

ammz= = = 000000000 = = =oen
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BURN GLIDING (LUB RALLY

We have yust returned from our first radly in the North. Thas
& i5 the

furthest we have wavelled to attend a rally. We actually

{g’f‘izfs:i on the day before the rally started (Tut. Tut.) to find a few

‘k vans there already. Dennis and company made us very welcome

= well setded . The bar

and the Gliding Chub facilities were available for our use and on

Saturday evening we had our pie and mushy peas followed

by entertainment provided by the Ceorge Formby

g&{g‘;; kx:;»is who were §i§‘-{ great. On

‘hance to goup N a §§ der, (hive

éﬁﬁfx;g and is;%fz Skinner emoved 1t so much that

they went back for more.

On Sunday everung we had a get toge

and dress of the war years - most people seem:
%iz; 0 éﬁa s‘% a i{%ﬁfi f%{;fmziz::z gave us our §§;

and by the ame the rally started we we

Ena & Roy Coleman
ere given the key o open the toilets and showers m the
r. Was it really because we were first up - or because we come
- South?!!

EEBEERERE
WAS THIS A RECORD?

bike to thank Alan Guest for giving us z‘:@ﬁi:ﬁ%} a
gre by Rally. It also enabled me w© %iaw
what s probably a T IRST! "As visitors we wers {}E‘f*rﬂs} the
opportunity to try to glide under the considerate and

: ce of the Burns Cliding (lii;i, Due 1w the
or conditions, some had a longer tme
1 others.,

ook my mim with great fear and trepidation as | hate éf*i_é‘sis and

any m?-s:ai ir* environment.  Up we soared - wanch fﬂzi to 1,200 fest -
9;;;«{§§£;§§gm§ ROTTH ce. | was offered

arxl asked 10 be
was actueved by

e %E‘igf‘{% o my tn; ig%{i’{g s d‘?&%ii’.}iéﬁ? m égf} ‘Bus’. This
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sweeping silently, gently and smoothly without a quiver. Tt was truly
wonderful up there, if only it could always have remained steady. With
handshakes and shaking, T walked back to base.

I discovered that my flight time was possibly the fastest turn about
(possible or recorded) being just FOUR minutes!

Joan Williams
And I thought that the four minute warning meant something
completely different!

ez = 2000000000= = =an
Jale of Auclon

As new members we attended our first rally at Glastonbury run by
Edna and Dennis Lucas. We must congratlate them on a superb rally
and say a big thank you to all the people who made us feel so welcome.
By the tme we left for home on the Friday morning, we felt as if we had
known some of you for many years and we really look forward to meeting
you all again.

Yvonne & Barry Loveland.
wmmz =2 000000000= = = oun

The Annual Dinner & ACM Dallly

I know that we are late in writing but we would like to say how
much we enjoyed Kettering. The hall was everything you could ask for,
spacious and tastefully decorated, the meal was perfection and the
surrounding delightful and immaculately kept.  We enjoyed every
minute, in spite of finding that we had a flat secondary battery so we had
no power. While at the dinner we found two other vans in the same
position and none of us knew why. We would like to express our thanks
to Jim Cresswell who gave up his leisure time w sort out the problem, then
supply and fit the fuses in all three vans. Also our thanks to Maureen for
being so understanding about losing her dancing partner.

As it was late we could not run the engine to charge the
battery for power but the restaurant manager kindly lent us the
table lanterns with which to retire (two for each van). When we
were leaving we dropped a letter of thanks into reception and
statedd how much we had enjoyed everything. We then wended
our way to Peterborough.
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What a surprise when we armived home to find a leter from
Wicksteed Park saying that they were delighted with our letter and would
be putting a copy in each department. We did wonder if this would
happen so we only put our address as Newport, Gwent. What trouble did
they go to to find the rest of #?

Doris & Reg Gillham.

ez = = o000 0000 = e

. Cope o
THe OTHER S1bE OF THE COIN
We have read with interest the letters regarding members’
experiences of rallies and the comments which would appear to absolve
the rally marshals from all blame. You may be interested to hear of our
experences.

We are experienced caravanuers, having owned a motor caravan
for some nine years and having tugged for many years before that. We
have been life members of the Caravan Club for 18 vears and are also
members of the Camping and Caravanning Club. We have rallied wath
the Caravan Club for 18 years so we know what to expect on a rally field
and we do not need special treatment or wet-nursing as is imphed
some of the criticism. We joined ASOC to be able to meet ke minded
van owners but, living in Scotland, we found that most of the rallies were
100 far away for a week-end wip. We were, therefore, overjoyed to see
that one was being held in the Lake District about 18 months ago.

We arrived on site on a dark, cold, wet and windy evening while
members were standing around under awnings clutching mugs. Our
name was called to a figure in the darkness and we heard the words “New
Ralliers”. We were shown to our pitch - at the far end of the line, as far
away from the centre of things as possible, despite the fact that the line
opposite was not nearly full. These spots were, we later discovered,
being kept for more well known people. We were urged to pay the
treasurer for our evening meal as soon as possible so, having stopped
only to don wellies and waterproofs, we went back 1o the rally office only
to find that the gentlernan in question was not there and that the
tea-drinkers had gone, leaving just two or three couples in the awning.
We were told to wait until the treasurer returned.

We obviously became invisible, because conversations continued
around us and no one bothered to enquire who we were or even to
introduce themselves. We did try to make conversation (we are usually
quite good at that) but to no avail. Eventually another couple appeared
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and were greeted warmaly and were told that the ketde would not ke
long to boil for their cup of tea. We were asked t© leave our name and
money and go. No offer of wa! We had st put on the ketde n our own
van when someone knocked on the door as <ang for our money for the
‘sé.f{i}‘{iﬁ meal!

The following day we fared hitde better.  Bemng keen walkers and
bemng well able to amuse ourselves, we set off for a day walk, lookmg
forward to the evening get-together. Had it not been for a t“i?é%?é? who
asked us to join them when they saw us sitting alone at a table at the start
of the meal, we would have had a rather lonely time. At the end of the
meal we returned fo our van. Sur lay was not much better and we left
for home.

Surely the rally marshals should introduce themselves and perhaps
some of their friends to new ralliers and try to pich them mn a central
§£§%§§}{§§i‘ Apart from the couple at the meal we certnly did not
experience any of the frnendliness which s supposed w© Eﬁﬁg{ﬁ}h in {%r
Club. Had we not been selfsufficient, our wesk-end would have bee
dsaster. To make matters worse, we had donated a botde of whisky as
a raffle prize for which we were barely thanked.

Not wishing to condemmn the Club on one undortunate expernience,
we decided to jon another rally as soon as there was one near enough.
We did try 10 book but were told on the telephone that it was full and that
there was a waitng hist so there was very L{ﬂi e of obtaung a place.
3 W Ermunale our
get-in-the-know” if we canmot geton

Eisnowaw
f”‘§§§%’§'~§ii§n Af
o ralles?

up whether we oy ¢
er all, how do we

Mima & Hoy 5%?&;%?%{}‘
1 am delighted to be able 10 1ind thyis s 1t does rather
prove a z*{%}p%* of pomits which have been maéa» i the pas One, some
of the more northern ralhes appear © ke run only for the benefit of
selected members - which s against what dus Chub s meant 1o stand for.
Two, it does depend enarely on the rally marshals as to the succes
rally, whether in the eves of a first dmer or an old hand. Three,
believe that our Treasurer was present at the rally to take any money for
anything - | suggest that the Rally Marshal was intended. T'm sorry “that
Mima & Roy had such an unfortunate experienice but must assure éif-*gz
that this is NOT the norm for rallies é*ﬂﬁié}wg the Club., W e
hope that they will continue as members and will be more suc z&%zé

imed
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when they can get w0 another rally. And pieai-e, may we re-erate the
request to those running any rally, particularly in the popular areas, do
NOT reserve places for your fr;c«‘mi‘x however much they try to bully you
and do remember that the newer members are the very life blood of the
Club and we do not want to discourage them.

wme= = 2000000000 = = ex

EORTHCRE MOIOR CARAVAN
SHeW

This will be held at the York Racecouwrse from 8th - 10th
September. I you want to atiend you MUST fill m the booking form
which you will find in MMM and mark i CLFARLY “'Autc}—klee; ey
Owners’ Club”. Then deduet £2.00 per night from the official fee and
send it with the necessary cheque to the address shown on the form. Thus
gives you the benefit of “the Club discount for the show.

Next complete an ASOC rally slip and post it with the £1.50 rally
fee tw Arthur Dewhurst at 32 i}um Hill, Heversham, ’iriﬁntherp:
Cumbna, LA7 7EF. Make your Li’l?{%‘i}t’ payable to Mr A Dewhurst.

Joan & Arthur Dewhurst will be our marshals for the rally, ably
assisted by Daisy & George Wane and Betty and Geoff Scholey.

vz = 2000000000 = = = aan

The Spanish Rally

Somewhat belatedly T am writing to say how much we enjoyed ths
vally. Betty & Geoff Scholey did a wonderful job and we cannot thank
them enough. Many of us enjoyed the meeting and the place so much
that we hope to return in February next year.

1 wish 1 had the ability to organise that sort of a meeting but if 1
manage to record the correct video rogramme it is a miracle to me and
amazement to Joan! However, it some knowledgeable and efficient
persor: would undertake the task for the same site next February [ would
be willing to act as assistant marshal. In a way, this would be making a
contribution for the pleasure that we enjoyed and that we hope to enjoy
in the future.

Joan & Doug Williams.

This letter turned up wo late for the May issue so 1t had to be held
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over. Unfortunately, there wasn’t enough room in the June copy so here
it finally 1s. Who is willing to run the Bp:amch, and very much
appreciated rally, in 19967 Here are some helpers!!

== = = 000000000= = = -
CLUBMAN CATCHI

I was surprised to find my name in
rint but you may be interested n how the |
{)roken locking mechanism on the nearside
bunk of our Clubman GL has been resolved.
Advice from A-8 and a bit of help from me |
did the trick. In order to get the mattress off -
1t is necessary to undo the zip at the back and
to remove two screws which hold the cover
down. The mattress will then hinge forward to reveal five more screws
along the leading edge. Remove these and the whole mattress is free.
The next bit is casier, if you are a contortionist! The arms attached to the
to of the legs are each fixed to the telescopic arms by two nutless bolts
about 6 inches apart. The telescopic arms work rather like those that
hold the drawers in a filing cabinet. Having established where they are
with the aid of a mirror, I had to undo them largely by feel. Once
achieved, the lid hfts up but is stll restrained by the centre arm. 1 could
not find a way to free this but by extending the hd out fully it was possible
to lift the rear edge up and see the locking mechanism.

It is a hide difficult to describe but consists of a flat length of metal
13 ems wide bent like the starting handle of a car (for those who can
remember that far back!). This is pivoted onto another piece of metal
which 1s rectangular m shape which 1s screwed to the woocgwork There
1s a spring fixed between the two which causes the lever to return to the
locking position once it has been released. The pivot consists of a pop
rivet. [f this is steel then all is well but if it 1s aluminium, as in my case,
the rotational force will cause it to sheer. 1understand that mine isn’t the
only one to have failed and I'm sure it will happen again. 1 used a small
stainess steel bolt with a lock nut to effect the repair.

Peter Bishop.
We know the contortons which have to be undergone 1o get at the
underside of the seats having once had to take a dra‘;x er out to recover

something which had gone over the back.
ez = = 000000000 = = S am-
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Uhat Lictle Puil of SmokeE

You have switched on the ignition, waited for the ambient heater
timer to heat the plugs and the dash light to go out and then start. 77 It
starts, but you notice in your offside mirror a hitde puff of smoke from the
exhaust pipe and it did seem that there was some Eesimtion of the firing,
not like it used to start. We are talking in this case about a 1986 normaﬁy
aspirated 2.5 litre diesel on the Talbot Express. Now this vehicle 1s fitted
with a Citroen engine and the problem 1s invariably the heater plugs. In
the case I have stated it 1s probably only one plug that has packed up but
if you get two burnt out the firing from cold gets worse and with three
gone (especially in winter) it will take a lot of cranking to start her up.

Now let me explain first how these things work. There 1s a timer
unit on the offside of the engine bay just above the battery which has,
underneath it, a fairly heavy pink coloured cable which enters a green
coloured sleeve. This runs along the bulkhead until it is connected to No
1 heater plug. This in turn is connected in series to each of the other
heater plugs by black jumper leads all held on by 8mm (spanner size)
nuts and washers. When the ignition is first switched on, full battery
voltage is applied to all the heater plugs at the same time which heats up
each cylinder ready for firing.

When you do suspect that there is a problem and need to test the
plugs it is necessary to remove the nuts and separate each plug from its
neighbour. Not as easy as it sounds on this particular engine because
they are at the back and it takes a lot of patience and nimble fingers to
do this. You can, of course, remove the remove the injector pipes to
make access easier. That is just as much hassle and you will also have
to bleed the fuel system afterwards. Whichever way you do this it is then
possible to do a continuity test on each plug from the connector thread to
earth. Obviously no continuity means that the plug is duff. You then
have to remove the offending plug(s) with a 12mm spanner - again quite
a fiddly job! Over the past eight years I have had to do this job three
times. The first time with three plugs gone (I put that down to an
inexperienced mechanic on a warranty job in the garage trying to start
the engine without knowing that he had to wait for the heaters and then
trying a 24v garage jump starter on it.)} [ did get some money back for
the replacement plugs. The second time whilst in the wilds of Scotland
when two had gone although I had bought four at £8.00 each and just

recenty I have found one gone.
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Now the reason for this article is that I have modified the supply
system to the plugs. Not to stop it happening but to make it much easier
to check for the fault. The first thing was to remove the heater cable from
the timer unit to the plug. This gave me a surprise. I thought that the
cable seemed excessively thick in the green sleeving and to my
amazement | found that 1t was trebled up on itself and was, in fact, 5
metres long! Completely un-necessary as there is only a need for about
1.5 metres. (I suspect that it is a standard loom and this one would
normally, on a different vehicle, be possible be the rear heated window
cable.) T cut off the excess and with the remainder made up four
separate cables with connectors to reach a point on the rear bulkhead. 1
then made a bulkhead mounted heavy duty 5 terminal block with a brass
plate and mounted on insulated material and gave it a waterproof cover.
All the cables are connected to this block and now it is quite a simple job
to disconnect at the block and test each heater plug in turn.

Bob Measom.

It does seem odd when all we hear about is for people “cutting
corners and expenses” to find that a cable is coiled up in such a way. 1
wonder what other dangers, such as from the magnetic field caused, this
might have brought about,

‘ Fo—- :::()0()()()()000:::::_.._,

%)hatogfzaphic eompetétéon
You may have scen in MMM two of the
photographs which won the Club’s Photographic
Competiton. For the benefit of newer members, this
8 a fairly laid-back competiion with prices of
£30.00, £20.00 and £10.00. The photograph
MUST have an Auto-Sleeper in it somewhere. It
should be ‘crisp’ and be an interpretation of the spirit of
motor-caravanming - leisure - sport - travel - countryside - whatever
appeals to you. Please put your name and membership number on the
back. A label is best. Also place a piece of paper between photographs
if the ink is likely to spoil your entry. This year please sent your entries
to Nial Reynolds, 49 Arden Way, Market Harborough, Leics.,
LE16 7DB. The final date for entries will be sometime in December
but more of that later. The winning photographs will be offered to the
Motor Caravanning magazines for inclusion in their Club pages. The
entries will be returned after selection of the winner. Please do NOT
send any photos to me this year.
Rita Daley.
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« Fiamma Top Box No.2. 120cm x 9lem x

| 42cm. £150.00. Please telephone John Baker on
0150 852 0141 or write to him at 42 Cannell Road,
. | Loddon, Nerfolk, NR14 6DW.

HARBHARAE
Interior quilted Silver Screens (Isovolet) for
facelift Talbot. £55.00.

4 x 14 inch new Turbo Universal wheel trims.
Sull in wrapping. £18.00.

Both iterns for sale due to change of van to a Boxer Executve.
Please t(:,lf‘phone Doreen or John Perry on 0152 275 4585 or write to
them at ‘Hafod’, Southern Lane, Sudbrooke, Lincoln, LN2 2QJ.

HEBERBRES
‘K’ reg Clubman GL. 6,000 miles only. Excellent condition.

Extras include awning, loose covers (made by the same people who
made the curtains so that they match the van), TV aerial, extra electric
socket, 12v socket and closed in shelf all fitted by A-S, towing bracket
(not usod), Bull bar, remote security alarm, Tracker system mstalled.

Otherwise equipped as bought with no alterations or attmchments other
than those stated. £22,500.00. Please telephone George & Eileen
Rossiter on 0127 722 2329 or write to them at 51 Western Avenue,
Brentwood, Essex, CM14 4XR. :

Many thanks for the donation.

: HERBRBRER

Trident (high top) 2100cc 112 hp petrol injection, immaculate,
20,074 miles, one owner, first registered May 89. Full VW service
hlstmv, twelve months tax and MOT. Swivelling Captains seats, opening
front quarter lights, second (auxiliary) battery, Propex blown air
heating, Elsan potti, Witter towbar with demountable cycle/motor cycle
carrier, Omnimax TV aerial and 12v signal booster, stereo radio/
cassette, front and rear silver screens, Harrison free standing annex tent
and h(\dvywmghf groundsheet, other miscellaneous extras. £10,995.00
ono. Telephone Eric Freeland on 0124 252 8371 or write to him at 10
Treelands Drive, Leckhampton, Cheltenham, Glos., GL53 0DB.

Sickness forces sale.

HRRBHHELH
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Set of Silver Screens to fit inside cab of pre
face lift Talbot Expres. Also pads to fit rearand side
windows of CXL/Rambler etc. Complete with |
carrying bags. £30.00 each set or both sets for |
£55.00. “Parapeg” for use with sun umbrella L
complete with adaptor for table leg. £10.00 ono.
telephone Brenda & Geoffrey Pratt on 0193 588
1532 or write to them at 14 Rickhay Rise, West
Chinnock, Crewkerne, Somerset, TA18 7QJ

HEBRERERE
N.R (Raleigh) Motor Chalet de huxe free standing awning. Tunnel
extended by N.R. Used only twice. Bargain - £180.00. Phone Doug
Vaughan on 0149 522 3325 or write to him at 8 Parklands, Blackwood,
Gwent, NP2 1HU

HARRRRERS
April 93 ‘K’ reg Renault Recro. 1700cc, 5 speed. Excellent
condition.  Non-smokers. Full A-S spec with Silver Screens, 3 gas
boules, 2nd battery and charger, Fiamma 3 bike cycle rack. Full
Renault service history. 12,000 miles. £12,500.00. Please phone
Judy Fousert on 0178 554 186 or write to her at 85 Ampleforth Drive,
The Meadows, Swafford, ST17 4TE.

HERBEHARH#

Ommstor ‘Safarn Room’ front and side walls to fit Omumstor or
Fiamma wind-out awning. Size 2.4 metres. Makes wind-out awning
into a full awning. Suitable for VW van conversion or similar size vehidle.
As new - purchased May 94 at a cost of £400.00. Would accept
£200.00. Change of velucle causes sale. Please phone Brian
Underdown on 0193 581 4772 for further dewils or wiite to him at 56
Quarr Lane Park, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 4JB.

HHREEURHEH
Silver Screen for a mark 2 Talbot. £30.00. Bulldog wheel clamp,
also for the Talbot. £45.00. C.R.De-Luxe side annex, lowline. £95.00

Please contact Liz and Jim Clark on 0132 384 0327 or write to
them at Meadow View, 1 Farmland Way, Hailsham, Fast Sussex, BN27

18p.
Many thanks for the donation.
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A Word of Warning!

Have you checked your water pipes recently? We found, whilst on

holiday, that the swap which supports the hose above the exhaust pipe
had come away. Hot exhaust pipes and plastic water pipes don’t mux!
At least, not without a water leak!! A temporary repair with insulating
tape kept us going tll we reached Todd’s Lewsure Centre where Keith did
a proper job for us. Bur it is worth checking your pipes NOW!
Particulady the ‘P’ clip which holds the support.

Your Eduor
Harry Henthorne
144 Devonshae Hall Lane
jondon, N17 7NH
Tel: 0181 808 9112

FEEFEFEFELTEEFERZEAFAETERERRFIAEAARTLARFRARRAR G TR RAEIRAR SRR AR A A8

Any mem appearmg mn this Newsletter may be freely used by
other pt blications. Please ac knowledee both Author and Source.
P s s C T T I T I T I I T T T I T T T rITIIIITTITIITITYIYYPIYIYPSS
All contmbutions from Members which appear m the Newsletter
are published m good faith in the hope that they will prove useful or
mterestine.  All reasonable care has been taken to ensure ac COUTAcy
but none of the modificatons has been tested by us therefore neither
the Editor, the Club nor the Company will accept any responsibility
for the consequences if you try them out.
# :i—éz-é%-:a-:s—;xx:’ri*&:é*;i-}g"sxﬁ-xﬁ'%ééx&éé%xﬁ&%ﬁ-é%%x%i&xw& BEEEZAAELEREREE LA
Commitiee YMMombern:
139 568 735
G177 771 1588
G128 571 ¥
0171 706 1816
D171 Too 1816
181 808 2112

Bsevs Bowder
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Haory Heonthoroo MNwalevpey Gdivor CIR1 808 9112

Brisn footon 3123 578 4782
Ardher g hasrees G114 236 3698

8172 336 9769
GIBG 843 2AT1
G176 82T BATS
G150 746 2349
8123 552 5730

GI38 6856 3358

Funer Suneerhy

Charles Trevebessn
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