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QENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP? 1 hops that you
have because if not this will be your last Newsletter.
Anybody who has not renewed by the end of February each
year is automatically considered to have resigned. Do
make sure that you don't miss out.

Last month we had the first part of a contribution
from Margaret Fairburn, the lady who 'Couldn't write a
t?lgg'. Now here is the second part to complete the
picture.

"Turkey on the Orient Express - Part Two

Our destination was Pamukkale where we soon found a
camp-site with trees, which was a good thing as it was
910 F in the van at bed-time. This place was one of the
most impressive sights we have seen. Imagine a cliff 5
kilometres long and encrusted in what locked like white
fondant icing with water cascading down. 2,000 years
aga:z the Romang built a city here "to take advantage of
the calcium-rich hot springs which are still running
today and depositing the calcium on the ever growing
cliff. We spent a whole afterncon splashing arcund on
the cliff in the warm water. HNagic!!

One afternoon we went to visit the remains of the
Roman city and amphitheatre. We were immediately
engulfed by a class of about 30 charming schoolgirls,
agee:‘z around 12 years, who were very eager to improve
their English. “They had been learning it for only 6
-months and we thought it was excellent - certainly
better than our 4 words of Turkish. (Rarely did we have
a language problem as there was usually someone who
spoke English.) The girls asked questions about our
holiday, our family af home and what we thought of
Turkey, Mr. Bush and President Gorbachev.  They asked
for our address and u? to now we have had letters from
two of them, beautifully written.

The next day was an easy drive of 150 miles to
Kusadasi. Shortly before arriving in _the toun we turned
off the main road through a little village of Canlik and
found more than a dozen steam locomctives parked in a
siding. This made Arthur's and Kenneth's day as they
are both steam enthusiasts. Some looked as though they
might still run. Perhaps a steam preservation society
in the making?

The Orient Express calls at Kusadasi each Wednesday at
10.00 a.m. which gave us another couple of days to
explore the area. “One of the days we spent at Ephesos
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and found it a 1little eerie to think that we were
walking down the same marbled street indented by the
wheels of Anthony & Cleopatra's chariot.

Apparently the settlement at Ephesos was begun in the”
11th centu B.C. by the Greeks; taken over by the
Romans in the 1st century A.D.; destroyed by the Goths
in 263 A.D., then buried Dby the river. In 1866 an
English engineer, J.T.Wood, started to excavate the
site. An Austrian team took over at the end of the
century and are still digging today. There is a huge
amphitheatre which holds 24,000 people and on occasicns
they hold concerts there - Joan Byers has been among the
singers.

Upon our return to Camping Yar, next door to Cagging
Onder, we discovered that a German "Wagon Train" of 2

cars and caravans had moved in to join us and, like us,
vere preparing teo rejoin the ship. We chatted as best
ag we could and they were very amused by our plague on

the back of our van "RETIRED - NO PHONE ~ NO WORK - NO
MONEY - NO WORRIES".. One of them was video-ing it and
told us of a similar thing in Germany. It is called
"Der Dis Year Club® - in other words - do it now because

next year - you never know!

He were up early on Wednesda morning, everything
stowed, down to the docks and parked by 10.00 a.m. VWe
decided to have a final stroll round the town to spend
the last of our Turkish lire.

The ship sails at 3.00 g.m. thus allowing passengers
not leaving the ship time to visit Ephesos. hen it is
only a lovely scenic 2% hour cruige through the islands
to Patmos. We didn't take the excursion on the island
but chose to have a gentle stroll ashore to sample the
ouzo - hic! Back on board by 8.00 p.m. for dinner and
by the time we had eaten we found the harbour-side
11ghts slipping slowly astern as we headed out to sea
with Katakeclon to be our last port of call.

The evenings on board need never be dull. There is a
cabaret and “dancing each night and a flutter in the
casino if you wish, or if you prefer, like us, to sit
and mull ‘over the day's events with a coffee or
gcmgthigg stronger there are vlenty of quiet places to

e found.

6.30 a.m. on Saturday morning and Venice was on the
horizon. St Hark's Square was strangely quiet as we
sailed slowly towards our berth. The four of us were on
the quayside and parked up by 9.30 a.m. Joan & Kenneth
didn't manage a trip round Venice before sailing on 19th




Hay so we set off for a mini-tour of the sighis,
Afterwards we bade them farewell and all agreed that it
had been a wonderful trip. They headed Norih to Austria
and we went East to Trieste and then South In
Yugoslavia to see some friends who wers on a packag:
tour near Split.

We then headed back North and had a couple of days al
Lake Bled and a further two weeks were spent visliting
Southern Austria. Over the Gross-Glockner Pass with ito
wonderful views (we melted our front wheel trims on the
way down!) then a visit te the "Eagle's Nest” at
Berchtesgaden, which was Hitler's hide-out, was well
worth the detour.

e

We passed through Hunich in a tropical t{@%
spent the next 2 days beside the Rhine at 5t. G
route to Calais lay through Rachen, Liege and I
upon arriving we were relieved to find that the Sealink
strike was over.

Fiﬁ&il% 1 feel that I should have called this artic
“Hello, Turkey" as there were times when we felt 11
royalty when the people working in the fields, mainl
women, ran to the roadside waving and shouting "Hello,
Hello"., But beware! The bull-dozers are working and we
found the real Turkey away from the coast.

We never did buy one of those ruddy carpets!

& e BRI KKK

Helpful Holes

It had taken us 7 weeks * ,
clocked up 4,000 motoring wmi plus ths ones on the
ship and everythi@? went according to pian. The Legenc
performed very well and purred aldng at 60 m.p.h. on the
anto-bahns averaging over 30 m.p.g. Now 1t has loosened
up it gives us 33 m.p.g. and we find it ideal for our
own needs - small enough to go shopping and blg encugh
for our trips.

COm 1§tasthe trip. He

We cbtained our brochure of the cruise through our
local travel agent. Prior to our trlg Sealink were the
owners of the ship but early in 1990 the Orient Express
wag taken over by Euro-Cruise Line. The Orient Express
experience is not cheap - but think about "Der Dis Yea
Club". Fortunately we were able to reduce the cost bv
£340 1including a  reduction on the §Sealink crossing
because of the Apex ticket offered in the Dbrochure.
Booking is also available through the Caravan Club.
Camp sites around £3 ~ £4 and we found the standard
good. Diesel £1.24 per gallon - prior teo the Gulf
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crisis. Eating out very vreasonable. We used our Access
card to draw currency in all the countries we visited -
no problem! We also put our account in credit before we
left home to cover any bills that arrived while we were
awvay.

Margaret & Arthur Fairbwrn,

I found this story most interesting - @s@&ci&llg as it
iz a little unusual in that the "ferry" part of the tri
is an essential part of the holiday. A bit differen
from the "Cross-Channel-Bash" that most of us are more
ugsed to. Now, I wonder if I could ?&t the van onto a
low-load truck on the back of the railway Orient Express
from Victoria to Venice and then take this ship to
Turkey..... I wonder more if I could afford it!

et e oTele10 0.0 T TeTe it

Some of our members venture to the Arctic, some go to
the Alps, others go to the Midlands. Why? To see snow,
of course. You will probably remember that in December
1990 the Hidlands had a ialrlg severe snowfall. Among
ma%g of the services affected the airport was closed for
a time. When thiﬂ%f began to improve the following
couple of items were heard on the radio.

ok R o i o ok o ok

The electriﬁit¥ board had some helicopters about
checking for faults on the power lines. After some
routine exchanges the ground control was heard to advise
that the choppers were getting a bit close to the
Telecom or similar tower. A third veice, not previousl
heard, immediately came back to ground control wit
"Boi-n-n-n-n-g!" -

The other happened just after the airport was re-—
opened.

Pilot: "What is the runway like now, please?"

Ground Control: "Just ready for ironing, sir.
Slightly damp!"

It just goes to show that whenever there is any sort
of crisis the British sense of humour carries the day.
My thanks to Rita Daley for passing on these pearls,

=z GOG0000 00w B m

In the middle of December I received a telephone call
from Bill Lauder of Bury which was somewhat disquieting.




He bought a new Talisman 6L in HNay 1989, Ha
&ﬁw%t},y went to start the engine just fo ensure that
all was well and found that the battery had discharged,
Undaunted, he went to couple in the second battery and
found that although it was correctly fitted with the
negative to earth the battery casing had been
manufactured with the '+' sign at the NEGATIVE terminal.

anc

As he so rightly said, such an error could cause all
sorts of problems. Luckily, he has some knowledge of
electrics and electronics so was able to sort matters
out. But he felt that a warning that there may have
been a batch of rogue batteries ought to be put into the
Newsletter as soon as possible.

Natwrally I let Charles Trevelyan know immediately and
hase been advised that all batteries at the Orchard have
been checked and found correct. 1t may therefore Lo
just a single rogue battery has appeared but you may
ike to check your battery - when the weather is a bit
warmer, perhaps.

-z oOO0R000 OB s B -
Dear Harry,

"I had a very interesting letter from Phil Daley
recently and I enclose the relevant bits for inclusion
in the Newsletter when you have space. I have added
comments where necessary.

1. Peter Fisher has fitted a pair of Fiamm "electronic’
horns te his Talisman they were such an improvement
on the factory fitted

n that I have donz the same.
They are available from Halfords and the only bits and
pieces needed are a few spade connectors, an in~iine
fuse holder and 10 amp fuse and connecting wire. The
two leads that are attached to the original horn are
connected to two terminals on the supplied relay and the
rest is just as described in the instruction sheet.

Do ensure that you use wire capable of taking 10-135
amps, as the current load on the compressor is heavy.

o

2" A minor item which has improved things more than I
expected is a good thick coat of underseal under and
around the fromt wheel arches. This not only protects
but reduces noise from thrown up chippings and general
road noise. The rear wheel arches now need cleaning
before they get the same treatment. I used Finnigan's
Underbody 5eal with Waxoyl but there are others. I iike
its property of remaining flexible.




3. s was shown to us by Barry Crawshaw at the
Kirkbymoorside rally and was very important to Rita who
has always thought the passenger/navigator in the wvan
should have more ﬁ&ﬁé? storage space for maps and other
items needed fairly rrequently while under way. Barry
had fitted a pocket to the nearside door, identical to
the one fitted as standard by Peugeot Talbot to the
driver's door. Yo follow suit one should obtain a
pocket from the nearest PT dealer, part number 939115,
costing £7.80 plus VAT, and a packet of four screws,
ref. 6912, from the same source. Remove the grab handle
g;’ screws), window winder handle and door catch shield
hen carefully remove the trim-retaining fpsgs. Take the
trim away and remove the plastic sheel stuck to the
metal of the door - C. LY -~ this will have to be
refitted. The inside face of the trim is marked at four
places where the Ffixing screws for the pocket go, so
make small holes in the trim to assist the entry of the
screws, hold the pocket against the trim in the right
place, tighten the screws then put everything back
again. Dead simple, very effective and not expensive.

I and my Navigator agree whole-heartedly on this
modification. May I suggest that whilst you have the
trim panel off why not carry out the modification shown
in ara. 4  (below)? Rlso, to combat  the
possi }e/grcba}ai@ RUST problems, give the inside of the
cor a thick coating of the underbody seal (see 2
above), especially the lower part where the outer and
inner metal door panels join. Make sure, however, that
you do NOT bung up the slots which allow water to run
out.. One tip: when removing the trim retaining pegs put
a large screwdriver on each side of and close to the
pe%s Gradually and evenly lever outwards., They are
extracted more easily that way. I've noticed that on
the new Talbot chassis the ave reverted to the old
method of fitting a pocket to each door as standard. A
lot of owners must have had a moan.

4. The other item on the list is the application of
Accoustiseal (treated felt) panels to the inside of the
front doors 1n an effort to improve both thermal and
acoustic insulation. I have the felt - all I'm waiting
for is a reassn&.bl{ dry and warm spell of weather!
Accoustickit Ltd. ol Chadderton, Cldham, produce a kit
tailored to the cab and under-bonnet area of the Talbot
Express but it is not a lot of use to us since it would
need to be applied before the carpet was laid.

That's all for thisz month.

Barbara & Bill Clarke."”




~ Thanks, Bill, (and ome very useful
For your ease, dear v, the bits in italics are
Phil, the rest is (are) Bill's comments. Confused vet
2 Ee
3

Never mind, I'll keep trying! And from the same pen tu
weeks later: ‘"Dsar Harvy,

Just a few notes for the Hewgletter following a phone
call 1 had recently. Mr D. Petett rang me from
B.F.Parkinson Ltd ref. the Britax Marker Lights. (These
were described in Newslelter 20, Page 16, The four
lights, two red and two clear, fitted with festoon bulbs
are now available for £10.85 which includes V.A.T. and
Post and Packing. That's a reduction of £2.00 on the
previous price.

They also have on sale a limited number of Phillips
Stereo Radio Cassettes (DC 361) for fitting to vehicles.
LW, MW and FM bands; Output 12 watis per channel; Manual
tuning; Speakers NOT included. Special price £51.75
inclusive of V.A.T.7 Post and Packing £2.50 extra.

If anyone is interested, please order on a special
order form for ASCC members.

Barbara & Bill Clarke.”

Please ring Bill for further information and,
gggiégly, for an order form. Telephone Number: 0462

"Dear Harry,

1 have been meaning to put finger teo keyboard about
fuel consumption on the Talisman Diesel., I did write a
letter which appeared in No. 18 Newsletter and quite
honestly expected a deluge of replies f£from members
3&yin€ hat they got a lot more that I do. As I said in
that letter people do tend to quote a general figure bul
cannot back it wup with procf, i.e. accurate records. I
suppoge that it may be t members have started keeping
records and are g&asibll surprigsed that the figures are
not quite what they thought. Maybe that's why there
were no reglies? At the risk of Deing a bore I should
like to outline the method for accurately checking fuel
consumption for those who might just be a little baffled

it all. Today calculators are so cheap and 7.
certainly helps to use one. It is best to used a ruled
notebook kept, with pen, in the glove compartment at all
times and once you get into the habit of recording the

details it comes gquite naturally. Columns should be
headed as follows:
Date Mileage Litres Total Hiles H.P.G.




*You can, if you wish, add a column with the cost per
litre but as this varies so much I never bother.

Start initially by recordin% the date and filling the
tank to the lip.  On this initial fill there is no need
to record how much fuel you put in but it IS important
to record the mileage.  From then on you must record
every litre of fuel put in until such time as you want
to do a check. Then you again fill the tank to the 1i

and record the mileage. Take the first mileage recordeg
from this latter figure which will give you the total
miles run between full tanks. Divide this number by the
total number of litres you have put into the tank to
give you miles per litre. To convert this to miles per
gallon multiply by 4-54. It really isn't as complicated
as it sounds.

Personally, I have got into the habit of filling the
tank to the lip about ‘every 300 miles and recording the
n.P.G. every time. My latest six-month average has been
26.8 w.p.g. but when added to the previous records ing
g@ies me a true average of 25.45 over 4 years and 26,00
miles.

Well, I have had say again so maybe we can get some
comparisons, not on for the Talisman and diesel but
for all the other es, On reflection we do not want
to give g@ﬂ any more work, , so I would be willing
to co-ordinate a record of all types of vehicles over a

eriod to come up with some interesting figures,
roviding, of course, that they are accurately recorded
by members. .

Yours sincerely,

Bob Heasom.”
Has anybody been keeg} g such accurate‘figpres? 1
have done something similar but only on an ad hoc basis.

Put if you would like to help in such a survey please
write to RBob at 110, Churchway, Weston HMill, Plymouth,
PL5 1AH or telephone him on 0752 365416. Thanks, Bob,
for taking charge of this - I don't think that I would
have the fime! When I was checking the consumption on a
previous van I ran into a bit of difficulty with some
gumps issuing gallons of petrol and some showing litres.
ut 1 faithfu l{ recorded both measures and, as Bob
says, filled to the brim before and after. My computer
(& Spectrum then) was brought into play and a little
grsgram was written so that I could insert the relevant
etails in whichever format I had recorded them, the
machine did all the work and produced the answers 1in
kilometres per litre (which I didn't really need but it
looked good) and miles per gallon. -
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The snow-clad Midlands certainly gave people time to
get some letters written. And %?ﬁﬁ§%ﬁ back memories of
less than warm caravanning times. he following letter
seems o echo some of the sentiments of one "in last
month's N/L.

"Dear Harry,

Waking this morning {10th December 1990 - Ed.] to find
everywhere covered in a layer of snow revived memories
of waking at Honeybourne in April last year to find many
ralliers” with taps, Calor Gas and the site stand pipes
frozen. It was after this experience I thought about a
cheap method of retaining heat in the Ramblér. Havin
used the small bubble plastic in the greenhouse an
finding that this did improve the temperature by 4 to 5
degreei even on the coldest nights I decided to give it
a trial.

5 yards by 5 feet of small bubble plastic was bought
from the local garden centre at 75p per vyard. My
intention was 1o wuse existing press studs wherever
possible, so additional studs and the necessary punch
was purchased from the local caravan shop together with
a packet of eyelets.

Concentrating on the two door windows and windscreen a
template was first made from brown paper as the slope of
the windscreen means a pleat 1is needed to make it fit
@{&pﬁgly. From this a pilece was cul lengthways from the
plastic. :

There 1is a piece of plastic on each side of the
windscreen held by six screws. The screws were removed
and fitted with the bottom part (i.e. male) of the press
stud and then replaced. A small 'S' hook was fixed
under each of the screws on the curtain rail end stops.

Fitting the plastic is & bit tricky but, by fixing it
under the inside mirror and lowering the sun visors plus
the use of several pieces of masking tape, it was
eventually shaped to fit against the windscreen. Whilst
thus fixed the gwmitioms of the additional press studs
at the side of the screen and the twe press studs
holding the curtain straps either side of the doors were
marked on the plastic.

Each of the marked positions was reinforced with
masking tape and the top half (i.e. female) of the press
stud was fixed to the plastic. An eyelet was pressed
into the top corner at each side to fit onto the 'S’
hooks. The bottom of the plastic was left a little
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zﬁnggr than the windscreen depth and was tucked onto the
shelf.

Two pieces were then cut to fit the side windows. 1
lack of press studs on the off-side window presented a
problem,  This was overcome by using two pieces of
sticky-backed Velero fixed at either end of the top of
the window and corres%?ndin pieces fixed +to the

lastic.  When the bottom of the plastic is tucked
ehind the bottom curtain spring I found this sufficient
to hold it in position. ‘

There are four capped screws at the top and four at
the bottom of the near-side window . The two middle
screws, top and bottom, were removed and the male part
of the press studs added. These gmsltlans were marked
and the female part of the studs affixed to the plastic.
All eight screws could be used but the the corner screws
are awkward to get at and as the curtain has a top and
bottom rail this held the plastic close to the window.

The male studs on the curtain straps for the top
ventilator windews were again used after fixing the
female parts of the studs into the plastic. WNo fixing
was needed on the two back door windows because if the
plastic is cut to fit against the glass the drawn
curtains hold it in position.

Having used this many times in 1990, both to keep heat
in AND out, I found it did the job fairly well. ~Apart
from cheapness in installing (less than £8.00) it has
two other advantages: .

1. It is always dry when being stored.
2. When in position it allows light into the Rambler.
Yours Autosleeperly,
Doug. Wood. "

I've said it before, and I shall have to say it many
more times I expect, our Members are ingenious. Please
watch out next month when I shall be able to give you
details of another ASOC bocklet about how to make a
Multi-Muff - in course of production now. .

Now let us see what you can do with this. Sheila
Hammell received an aggllcatimn for membership which put
a couple of questions forward. Here they are:

"Related to my interests in the activities of the Club
do you have any information on the fellowing, all
suitable for a Ford Legend GL:
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A pump suitable for emptying the waste tank.

|
& s
%a Security systems.

). A slide out step to fit under the door step.
4. A stainless steel cycle rack for the rear.

I am baving one made by a local company and will
advise details later.

P, Nutting”.

I'm sure that somebody can probably hel with items 2,
3 or 4, indeed our Chairman wrote about a cycle rack
last month. And that one didn't need fastenings to be
drilled into the bodywork. So far as the secur£t¥
systems are concerned I think it is very much a casé ©
everybody to his or her own choice. Perhaps the local
crime prevention officer at the police s ation could
advise on suitable systems and fitters.

ez OGN0 OQ= S mem
RAILLY NEWS
Early Birds Rally

Now is the time for all good men (and lady) motor
caravanners to get to the Ral g’ugeat g Fell End C.P.
in Cumbria. Full details wi 1 found in the BRally
List in the middle of the Newsletter. So shake out the
e ts, clear out the moth-balls, fill up the water

s and the food lockers, put in the (thicker)
sleeping bags, take an extra duvel for additional
comfort and GO, MAN {(or WOMAN), GO! Cumbria is a bit
too far to run from Surrey so I hope somebody will send
a write up in due course.

==ez=zzg00000000=sE "
“Christmas Rally 30th Nov - 2nd Dec 1990

What an excellent way to start the run-up to the
festive season!

We joined, at Abbey Wood, a group of pleasant,
cheerful and sociable members in 12 Auto-Sleepers. Some
of our companions had travelled longish ways to be with
us but the 'distance’ award must go to Clive & Rita
Jenkins who made a 400+ miles round trip - and this
despite the fact that professional commitments precluded
their arrival before Friday night.

John & Daphne Normandale had laid on an interesting
but relaxed week-end . programme based on the 1989
experiment using the same site.~” We believe that they
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have great difficulty, in future years, to improve
ST ir successful formula. Friday evening saw the
group assemblad at s drink-eat-chat session in the local
community hall. Food came from local take-aways and
v&rg good it was. Wine from boxes organised by our
w@r"hg Chairman é@r was it Daphne?) - lovely - wish that
our 'local' would provide such an acceptable brew at 50p
a glass, For those who preferred it there was beer or
soft drinks. The chat flowed freely, the company being
so good that it became difficult to get a word in
edgeways; quite delightful! BAnd so to %ed on a quiet
site.

Saturday was ‘'free & easy'. The excellent local
transport services invoked a wide range of activities by
the enterprising group including visits to relatives,
Kew Gardens, the Thames Barrier, Docklands, London
Bridge, West End shops and local soccer matches. Two
pairs could not resist the temptation of relaxing,
chatting and planning for the coming Spring, soon to be
upon us, and to indulge in more of the Chinese nosh
sampled last night. In-between-times we glayed Rummikub
[or perhaps Rummibub - Ed.]. If you don't know the game
let me warn you that it can be gquite addictive.

As darkness fell our companions began to return and we
were regaled by details of their interesting wanderings.
Another well planned and organised evening was in
progpect. Again all the group assembled, this time at a
very pleasant local pub. Here the landlord had reserved
for us an ideal room which he had decorated to add to
the ¥estive feeling. The buffet supper, both hot and
cold, was excellently varied and more than generous,
The landlord and his lady had also laid on an amusing

uiéf ?And all this for £5 a hesad. Well done our
eaders! -

The Sunday morning coffes gathering and raffle was in
the open air by our Chairman’'s Talisman. It was a most
pleasant finale and we were go pleased that Rita & Clive
won the Christmas Hamper; a just reward for their long
trek from Somerset.

There was_a somewhat sad note at the end when many of
us learned for the first time that both our Chairman and
Vice-Chairman feel that they must take a break from
office at the A.G.M, We do understand that they deserve
a break to enable them to relax at the pleasant meetings
we enjoy so much.

And so homewards! All ?GG& things have to end. As we
departed our leaders could not have been left in any

doubt of how much we had enjoyed the week-end and how
.‘.13“




grateful all of us we
nade on our behalf. T
forverd to next vear.

to them for the efforts the
3 John and Daphne, we

Joarme & Ralph Dulson”.

Thank you, Ralph, - this was the effort to which John
Normandale referred in his Chairman's Chat last month -
it didn't arrive in time. A good time seems to have
been had by all concerned.

Our hardwwprkzag Rally Co-ordinator, Jeff Worley, has
a problem with the rally due to Dbe held 16th - 2ind
Jure. Originally this was to be at Shiel Bridge but
this venue has been CANCELLED. It has now been arranged
at the Forestry Commission site at Balmacara, in Ross-
shire and full details will be found a little later on
in the raili lists. BUT, and here is the problem, the
member whe had voluntéered to marshal the event iz now
unable to do so. Therefore unless someone who is
planning te attend that rally can volunteer to be the
marshal, it will, regrettably, have to be cancelled.
Can you help, please? If so, please get in touch with
Jeff at 26, Houndstone Park, Gunners Lane, Brympton,
gggzéli Somerset, BA22 88Q or telephone him at 0935

e 2w G OOU00G QUSSR E——
From: Frank & Dilys Stinchcombe.
To: Everyone who sent us Christmas Cards.

Hany thanks. We wish you all a Happy New Year
and Pleasant Rallying in 1991.

"Dear Harry,

1 was pleased to receive the December issue of the
Newsletter and found it most interesting. I was
delighted to see so many answers to the various problems
that™ I had raised in the November i1ssue regarding our
Talisman. All the suggestions were gems, and I rushed
out armed with copper elbow and tubing to sort cut the
sink problem, but it was such a cold day that the
plastic piping was more ri%?é than the copper and that
solution will have to wait until the sun comes back
again. My sincere thanks to all who went to so much
trouble to give their advice and help. It just proves
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that membership of the ASCC 1is well worth the
subscription.

By the way, 1 have been wearing my RAutc-Sleeper
Ounérs' Club jumper (Bright Yellow, of course) around
the town and have received numerous comments from the
general public. Host of them relating to how do I
manage to sleep in the auto condition or what do you
have to own to become an auto-sleeper? I shall ignore
them and keeg mg coat on in future, giving a quick flash
only when safe to do so.

Pat & Beryl Johnson.”

The jumpers always seem to attract attention even if
the colour isn't quite as bright. They are certainly a
useful addition to one's wardrobe as are the tee shirts,
etc. Even the tie gets noticed from time to time when
§@ﬁ§}e ask me what the AS stands for and, in one case at
least, "haven't you lost the second S§7" Further notes
about the Club Apparel can be found later in this
journal. So if you want to join the ‘'quick <£flash
grigad@’ or just to wear the Club badges, please read
on.

Have you sent your renewal form in to Sheila yet? If
you havén't please try to get it to her soon., It is a
very useful document” from the Club’'s point of view
because it helps to keep track of which vehicle you have
and whether gﬁur or your van's details are correctly
recorded. Af least one member asked why the form was
gent to those who have elected to pay by standing order.
The answer is quite simple but is in two parts. First,
it would be a laborious task to sort the Newslelters
into Standing Order Payers and Others.  Second, your
bank can make a mistake. If the payment is not recelved
and you have said that you are already (or have éu@i
starfed) vpaying by §.0. Sheila can tell you that
something has gone wrong. At the start of 1990 a couple
of banks paid the £10 sub for two meonths and one
building society paid for at least three months. So ma
I repeat the second sentence above, please, because i
can prove useful. :

Continuing from that, here is a new item which will
possibly (probably!) become a regular feature.

"Phil's Rabbit

Bmong the many interesting points raised when the
%uestiannaire was being filled in was one along these
ines: "We have a Rambler. BAre there any other Ramblers
in the Club or does everyone own a Talisman?" The short
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answer was: "Yes, are lots of Ramblers” bud
thought 1 would see just how good our records were
gquote some real numbér A few days ago there were
Ramblers, 19 Harmonys and 17 Rhapsodys compared with 3
Talismans. [Should that be Harmonies, Rhapsodies and
Talismen? Ed.]

Unfortunately our records are NOT complete, pard
because not everyone has filled out a g&ss% mnaire
partly because wé have had comments such as °
a new A/S in August" and no further detail
How can we improve matters? I feel it would :
helpful just to ask everyone who didn't complete a
to do so now because you probably can't remember if you
did or not. We do need vehicle details so would it be a
%mgﬁ idea if 1 sorted out the incomplete records
Jien gave a (short) list in the Newsletter each mont
I suggest just Membership Number followed by "Model?®
and/or "Reg. No?" Your help on this one would be very
much appreciated, Of course, if vyou know vou didn't
£ill in the form and would like to do so now please tell
me and I'1ll send a blank. That would be marvellous.

Phil Daley."

So you see, completion of the renewal notice will help
§®ur Committee to supply answers to your gquestions.
hen Sheila has entered all the renewals onto her
computer with the latest wvehicle details she will be
able to extract a list for inclusion on Phil's databank.

A special note from Uilys Stinchcombe, our Regalia
Officer. IMembers who wish to order woollies, T-shirts
etc., for collection at the National Rally and A.G.I.
should get their orders to her not later than 4th March
1991. For prices, please see the insert in the
September 1990 Newsletter.

Identity badges can also be ordered for collection at
the rally and the latest date for these is 18th March
1991. The price of these badges is now £2.70 each as
shown in the December 1990 Newsletter, page 11.

Please make vyour chigues payable to "Auto-Sleeper
Owners' Club" ‘and send +to “Dilys Stinchcombe, 40,
Hillesley Road, Kingswood, Wotton-under-Edge, Glos.,
GL12 B8RU. When ordering do please make absolutely
certain that you quote the correct size, colour and
style for the woollies and other garments and, for the
identity badges, you PRINT CLEARLY the correct name.
Don't forget that "if you intend to collect these items
at the rally you do not need to include postal charges.
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FOR SALLE

Well, to be g@rf@ctly accurate, not quite for sale,
George Wane, of Arnside up in Cumbria is considering
- exchanging his 1989 Talisman GL petrol model with many

extras in favour of a diesel version. So if you toco are
considering altering your mode of transport and are
i§§§r§5ﬁ@d in his current bus, give him a ring on 0524
761857,

=====2000000000==m -

1972 Bedford Auto-Sleeper, 5 berth (including cab
bunk), elevating roof, free-standing rear annexe tent.
lMany extras fitted including rear seat belts and over-
drive. Recently partially re-furbished by Auto-Sleepers
Ltd. In excellent condition throughout.  Full 12 month
¥.0.7. 82,000 genuine miles only, 1 owner from new,
full service history available.

£2,500 or near offer will purchase this delight from
Bob Udy who you can talk to on 09397 470 or write to him
if you prefer at Towanrcath, Sansaw Heath, Clive,
Shreusbury, Salop., SY4 3JT.

CHAIRMAN 'S CHAT

You may vemember that my copy of the November
Neusletter was much delayed and,” when it arrived,
apparently travelled via HAshford. Huch the same has
happened again ~ I am assured that the January edition
was posted last Friday and here we are on Wednesday
afternoon and still no Newsletter! I know second class
post means just that - but this iz ridiculous!

The Committee is due to meet at Willersey on Saturday,
26th January so by the time you read this that meetin
will be over. One of the main topics to be discusse
will be arrangements for the 1991 National Rally &
A.G.M. at Home Farm, Edithmead. I know some members
have expressed disappointment that we haven't been able
to find a more central spot but no-one has suggested an
viable alternative, Burnham-on~-Sea with “its goo
motorway access isn't as far West as some people seem to
imagine and I certainly hﬁge that many o ou will be
able to make the journey for what should be a really
good week-end, -

Hay 1 please remind you all that we are looking for -
several new committee members this year, probably four.
As 1| pave mentioned previously, serving on the Committee
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isn't all that demandigg and we really are hoping that
some of our members will put their names forward. If
anyone is considering volunteering but has sonme
reservations why don't they ring me and have a chat
about it? Hy phone number is 081 467 (798,

Reading through the December Newsletter I was quite
amazed by the item about The Snowbird Club’'s plan to
open continental sites for caravans. It all sounds very
complicated and I would have thought that there were
plenty of sites available already. Perhaps I am missiag
a point but I can't really see any future for the idea.

Tony Harrison dropped me a line about the snow mats
which 1 mentioned reaentlg. I bought these red plastic
mats - each about 2'6" long and 10" wide - some tine
ago, from Halfords I believe, and they are just fairly
substantial mats with ridges on both sides to gfsviﬁﬁ
grip. I haven't had cause to use them yet but I am
optimistic that they would work well if we were caught
in & slippsry patch. Has anyons bad practical
experience of using then, 1 “wonder? {Yes ~
unsuccessfully. They may work if you can get on to then
but I found that I was sliding too much to do that! Ed]

At the Christmas Rally at Bbbey Wood someons, I can't
remember who, suggested that it might be a good idea to
have a "Do It VYourself" vrally where members could
exchange tips on modifications and extras and those more
skilful at fitting such goodies could help those less
capable, like myself, with any problems. suppose the
Wational Rallg itself provides such an opportunity but
what do you think of the idea of a special rally for
that purpose?

This is the first winter when we have used “"Capuccino”
gquite frequenti% during the cold weather. Bpart fronm
the trip to Willersey at the end of January I can tell

ou that we are much 1 1w forward to a "5 Day
rain-ers" vreunion wh Geoff and Helen v have
kindly arranged for mid-February =~ it should be fun.
And then there is the Early Birds Heet which George and
Daisy Wane are organising f£for the first week-end in
March. It seemg that there is no closed season for
Auto-Sleepering.

Wagon

It is now Thursday and the January Newsletter arrived
in this morning’'s post - no indication this time of the
route it tock €o reach here.

The Daleys trip to the North Cape didn't make me want
to follow their example. It seems that a trip of 6,000
miles is a long way €o go to make up for a missed photo.
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I was interested, though, to read Gerry Woolley's
remarks about his Symonspeed rear suspension assisters -
in fact he had shown these to me at Abbey Wood and very
professional they looked too. Like our Editor I was
rather surprised about the problem Gerry seems to have
had with both his Talismans, or is it Talismen? 1 know
the rear leaf springs on the Talbot chassis are much
flattened by the weight of the body and its contents but
I have never found the handling adversely affected.
Admittedly one has to slow down a bit for right hand
bents (ever heard of "Adverse Camber", Mr. Editor?) but
I have never experienced much actual roll and put this
reggimment down to the fairly high bodywork of the
Talisman. Normally this problem 1is infrequent but I
must admit I try to avoid places like Bracknell, Milton
Keynes, Swindon or Telford which seem to be made up of a
series of roundabouts. These really do need fairly slow
circumnavigation. Perhaps sets of springs do vary and
Gerry has been unlucky in picking up some soft ones
whilst mine are a bit firmer.

Finally a few words about Le Monde du Camping Car,
which seems to have caught the Editor's imagination. I
picked up the BAugust/September issue when in Normandg
with the Wagon Train and it contained a voucher whic
enabled me to order a year's subscription (10 issues
for 175 francs - postage paid to the U.K. 1 will resis
Harry's invitation to translate any particular items but
just” give you a few random cbservations. Among the news
items in the issue I bought over there was a report that
Pilote, the major French manufacturer, had bought up the
German firm Frankia and that joint production for 1992
is planned at 5,000 units. In that same issue was an
interesting article about wild camping on harbour quays
and seaside promenades, a popular habit in France, and
the reaction to this from mayors of all the major
resorts from Concarnean to St. Jean de Luz on the
Atlantic coast - these varied quite drastically!

It would seem that Swift 1is the only British
manufacturer with a regular marketing set-up in France -
a Kon Tiki 640 will set you back 283,500 francs. A
regular feature of L.M.du C.C. is road tests of base
vehicles and also prices of these if you want to build
your own. They have a monthly "Glass's" type guide to
secondhand prices of all major outfits year by year from
1983. Each issue carries at least four full road tests
which are magnificently illustrated and end with "Feu
Vert, Feu Orange & Feu Rouge", rather like M.M.M's "I
liked, ‘I would have liked, I disliked". Strangel{,
readers letters only occupy one page and are obvious
not a major feature. ¢lub news appears, though, an
good reports on continental shows: there is a hilarious
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Ehotq from the Essen show of a Karmann Autovilla on a VW
T with a collapsible balcony on the back complete with
patio furniture and parasol! 1 will try to remember to
bring my copies along to Edithmead if anyone wants to
look at them - as I have said the layout and standard of
ghmtﬁgraphz are outstanding, I also have three more of
he subscription special offer vouchers if anyone wants
them - give me a phone call if you do.

P.S. I am not paid any commission by L.M.du C.C.!
John Normandale”
=== zzz000000000mmE - ——
STOP PRESS

Things are bLeginning to move for the National Rally.
As at 20th January there are alread{ some 40 firm
bookings and the Dealers are showing interest too. The
Salvation Army has kindly asd to attend on the
Sgndai, similar to 1990 "at "Billing. Receipts and
directicns will be sent almost by return but tickets and
other items will be handed out on arrival. ONE SPECIAL
‘POINT. If you want to stay for extra nights Please do
not send additional money with your booking form. Hake
your own arraggements with the site direci, please. Any
moneys received in this respect so far will be refunded.

s

Sorry, folks, that's it for this time, I've run out of
space!

Your Editor
Harry Henthorne
69, Bingham Road, Addiscombe, Surrey, CRO 7EG.
Tel: 0Bl 654 4216
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DISCLAIMER
All contributions from Members which agpear in the
Newsletter are published in good faith in the hope that
they will prove useful or interesting. All reasonable
care has been taken to ensure accuracy but none of the
modifications has been tested by us therefore neither
the Editor, the Club nor the Company will accept any
responsibility for the consequences if you try them out.
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