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Greetings,

What a great time we had wandering through France, visiting favourite
spots and finding some we had sissed but always wanted to see, Four weeks of near
bliss and we hardly thought ahout the Club at all, except on the rare occasions
when we saw another Auto-Siesper. We were a bit surprised to mest only two, one
at Beaugency on the second night (and they arrived lste and left early, obviously
on passage,) and the second at St. Gervaise-d’Auvergne 2 couple of nights later,
But then it was May and we kept to the side roads anst of the time. We like side
roads not only because there is usually even less traffic and stops to look at
the scenery cause no inconvenience to others, but partly because 1 feel as though
I ap being 2 bit of a pioneer! That feeling disappears with @ bit of a dull thud,
sometimes... We were making our way hack from Spain to France along sons
interesting, winding roads up the Pyrenees, aimost no traffic until! | saw a hus
sope way ahead. But it wasn’t a bus, it was a coach and worse still, a double-
decker! It really rubbed my nose in it, if you know what | mean, because there
#as no possibility of overtaking so we followed for miles and ailes. The only bit
af light relief was when it came, suddenly, to a tunnel, where it stapped in the
middle of the road, hazard warnieg lights and all other lights came on and, after
a fairly long pause, it positioned itself on the centre-line and proceeded in
first gear. It was a rather long tunnel, too. I must adeit it was & fairly tight
fit but the driver had obviously dona it before. We were probably on an :
international tourist coach route. So much for plonesering! For the record we had
foliowed the G138 from EI Grado via Ainsa to Broto whers it hecame the £140, to
Biescas where we turned right onto the C136 which brought us te France and the
0934 to Eaux-Bonnes. ALl very pleasant. Encept, perhaps, for the coach...

A letter from a Meaber who lives in Torpoint:-
"Dear Hr Daley,
I wonder it you would he prepared to publish the following in the Newsletter,

Have any ather meshers had the same unfortunate syperiences as myself. [ tnok
delivery of a new Talbot Rambler in early February, since then [ have had the
following problems.

Difficulty in changing down to second and first gears and the gear lever rattles
like mad in fourth. Remedy, Lubricate and adjust linkage. (5till not much hetter)
Breakdown No.l: King lead from electronic ignition to distributor cut through
after rubbing on the alternator pulley. Remedy, change all leads,

Breakdown No. 2@ Engine missing, finally cut out. Mechanic cleaned jets, Twenty
nilas later engine missing again. Managed to get to main agents in Folkestone.




Remedy: changed petrol filter which appeared to be hlocked with fine sand and
also changed petrol tank which was all rusty inside.
I have nothing hut praise for the conversion, it is certaeinly superior to any
other on the road, but as far as the baye vehicle is concerned it is the worst |
have driven in over 40 years of motoring. The gear box is appalling, even double
de-clutching, which should not be necassary, does not always work,

Yours sincerely,

d. Pritchard,®

Having done what Ar Pritchard asked, | will make some comsents which |
hope will be of general interest. Firstly, there is nothing the Club or Auto-
Sleepers can do about these problems, except to obter our sympathy, which of
course we do, hut that doesn’t cure anything. Ihe problem is one for the
manufacturers of the base vehicle, the Peugeot falbot Motor Company and Lhey
would expect complaints to be dealt with by their sppointed agent, whose nems and
address should appear on the Warranty Card inside the maintenance handbeok
supplied with the vehicle. Base vehicles, he they Ford, VM, Renault, Talbot or
whatever, are supplied divect from the factory to A8 who take them into their
custody and carry out conversions as approved by the Manufacturer. The completed
vehicle then goes to the A-8 Distributor with whom you or | placed the order.
Bofore it can bte delivered a Pre-Delivery Inspection has to be carried out by an
approved agent of the manufacturer who will then pub his stamp on the Warranty
Card to validate it. That is where tn g if probless arise with tha hase vefiicle.
Yes, 1 know everybody knows that, hut the pmint [ want to make is this: Autp-
Sleepers do nat buy the vehicles, do not therefora rate as a largs customer as
far as the vehicle manufacturers are concerned and thus can have little influence
with them. Don’t expect A-§ Ltd to be able to do much more than you can to get
problems with the base vehicle put right,

In & lighter vein, we still have correspondence on the subject of Rallies
{I'n happy to say):-

*lear Phil,

[ am writing to comment on the choice of rally sites. | agree with fAubrey
Wagstatfe that there is no need for & fully equipped site when you have an Autp-
Slesper, Whilst the Cotswold Hoburne site may he a good example of its type |
would personnally not choose to stay there,

I have nearly always camped on Forestry Consission sites and found then
most agreeabls with their pleasant surroundings and easy access to forest and
heathland. 1 trust such ap alternative can be considered for a future rally site.

Yours sincerely,
Roy Raehurn.®




Thanks for your letter, Roy. [ hope it will produce more comments on sites. There
are, of course, rallies and rallies. Once a year we do need something special in
the way of sites for the Club"s National Rally and AGM. We have already set up a
sub-consittee to search for a big site for next April, bearing in sind our
requirements:- pitches for at least 400 vans, sufficient electric hook-up points
for those who find them essential, roos for the AGM which could be attended by
some hundreds more, catering for large numbers if, as some of us hope, we {you
and I for starters) agree we should have a meal together at some stage of the
weekend even if we have to pay for it ourselves! But | must agree with you and
many more who say one reason for buying 2 motor caravan was to achieve a high
degree of independence. 1f 1 can add peace and quiet to that | am well plessed.
The monthly rallies John has laid on were intended to helo Membars meet in small
numbers and, until we get a Certificate of Exemption from the Departeent of the
Environment we have to observe the Planning Kegulations and use licenced Sites
for our rallies. Thare is a demand for mid-week meets and [ don’t see any
particular difficulty in arranging these inforsally. For instance, if | were to
5ay that Rita and [ expect to spend the nights of {2th & 13th July at the
Forestry Commission site at Dinderford in the Forest of Dean (we don't, so doa't
make plans') and it just so happened thal a nusber of Club Meshers also found
themselves there at the same Lime we could have a good old natter. The Deadling
for the next Newsletter is the Z0Lh of the current month and you know the address
{ar telephone §21-706 (B16} It’s up to you.

Hy aotor insurance policy specificaily ewcludes use for rallies, amang
several other things and while you know and 1 know that what they sean by ralliss
is not the sort of events we are talking about, can’t you just imagine the cost
involved in getting legal beagles to explain the difference in Court, if it ever
came to that, So why don’t we call our orqanised meetings, "Heets* and have done
with {t, The Rally 0fficer would then become the Reet Officer or Butcher. (Sorey
John, nothing personal!)

John Cox asks me to say that requests for pitches among A-5 Club Members
at the Bath & West Show at Shepton Hallet, 22nd to 24th September, should best he
sent dirgct to Rember No. 008, Mr. [.E. Newton, Prospect Cottage, Prospect Lane,
Frampton Cotterell, Bristol, BSL7 20R. (0454 775974). Ivan, who organises the
motor caravan side of things there, advises pre-bosking using one ot the forms
that will appear in the motor caravan jourmals nearer the date in order to save
money, or pay at the gate. He would like to have a fairly fira idea of the nusher
of ASOC meabers intending to visit by about the end of August so that a suitahle
area can be set aside for us. John Cox alss wants Rally Marshalls, please for
Rally No.8 at Cotswold View Caravan Park, Charlbury, 21st-23rd July and Rally




No.9 at Rlacklands Lake, Calne, ¥ilts 18th - 20th August. A note with your
booking slip, perhaps a little earlier than usual if you can help, please, It
seems to he a job one can enjoy to judge from the following:-

“Rally Report No. 3. Honeybourne, Eveshas.
A successful rally was held at the Ranch Caravan Park during the weekend of Sth
to 7th Hay. We were blessed with glorious weather, hardly a cloud being seen the
whala tise of the rally.
We compliment John Cox for finding this site, which was ideal as we had our own
ftield for the rally with plenty of site facilities. 44 vans attended over the
weekend plus two day visitors. One Meaber was from Aberdeen and some others had
travelled quite a distanca. A Ploughman’s Supper was provided on Saturday after
which many went to the clubhouse on the site for liguid refreshpent. On Sunday we
had coffee and biscuits which was followed by the raffle.
A welcome surprise on Saturday sorning was a visit by some staff from Auto-
Sleepers’ works who came to sort out any ainor problemss and give advice. Well
done, tads, Much appreciated.
Finally a big "Thank You' to Alan and Doreen for assisting us in marshalling the
rally and to others who helped in preparing food and providing hot water for the
coffes norning.
Barhara and Tony Jones, Rally marshalls.®

"CHATRRAN'S CHAT.

Gne of the probless of heing Chairman of a new club is getting to know
the sembers. Like many of you, I believe, 1 had never been to a rally before that
great gathering at South Cerney so I dida’t really know what to expect. Since
then ay wife Daphne and [ have been able to get to the rallies at Glen Trothy and
Honeybourne and enjoyed them both greatly, [ am gradually beginning to build up a
list of those members [ have met and got to know but it is a slow process,
particulariy if, like se, you don’t have a good aemory for faces. | rather like
the fdea that some clubs apparently have of memhers wearing badges showing their
names. May | suggest that at this stage those nf you who attend rallies might
care to make your own name hadges - later on we might get round to producing
proper club ones.

Un the subject of rallies two other points occur to me. Firstly on the
matter of advance booking. As you know it is very helpful for John Cox to know
how many people plan to attend each rally and that is why we ask you to send him
your booking slip and cheque to arrive at least a week in advance. It does,
however, seem a waste of time and money for him to send out receipts for each
cheque he receives and you can assume that if you sent your cheque off in good
tine he will have received it. For thase of you who want to he doubly sure will




you please send him 2 stamped self-addressed envelope with your hocking slip in
which he can send you an acknowledgement.

The other point concerns the nature of the rallies themselves. Rightly or
wrongly | am getting the impression that most Mepbers like the “low key" type of
rally which we are currently orqanising rather than the "whoopee!™ style with Tug
of War and Bobbing for Apples. fm 1 right? Pleass let Phil know if you have any
strong views,

Finally 1 know [ an speaking for all the committee when I say that we
urqently need to know from Members what thay want from the Club. We did ask some
guestions on the application form reqarding your interests but that was, in most
cases, some time ago and your expectations may have changed. We would much
appreciate your views on this most important matter - we are only on the
copaitiee to try and do what you want us to!

John Normandala. Juse, 1989.”

These chairmen are all the same, aren’t they - ask for information, give someone
glse’s nase and qo off to France for ever! Well, three weeks, actually. To be
serious, both Rita (Secretary) and 1 (Editor] want to hear from you, you have the
address, the telephone number ig 021 704 [1Blh, only one line so you qet ane or
the other, please don’t phone before 7 o'clock on Sunday morning or after ten at
night. We go out sometimes, so sometimes there will be no answer. Do try again,

I had 4 call one morning which gave me 2 bit of a shock. Buite a nusber
of us have set John (Jack) and Doris Little either at the [G6H or subsequent
rallies which they found to be the sort of social activity they had been looking
for in retirement. The sad news is that Jack had a heart attack, collapsed and
died very suddenly. Doris feels she does not wish to use their Clubsan by
herself, understandably, so she has asked the Club for help in +inding & genuing
buyer. 8o, do YOU know someone who would be interested in a 1986 Bedford/fAuto-
Sleepar Dlubman with automatic gearbox and only seventeen and a half thousand
piles an the Clock? [t passed it’s first HOT just two months ago, has many, sany
"gxtras” including second battery, double glazing and a high-guality Pioneer
radic cassette. She tells se it {s in immaculate condition inside and out and, as
they say, only has to be seen.,. Registration © 602 PRA, [ think "Offers in the
region of £14,000* sounds ton low to me but that is up to Buyer and Seller.
Genuine enquiries toi-

Mrs Doris Littls,

HEYSHAR, Horecambe, Lancs

0524 53249,




SOME NDTES OF A TRIP TO TURKEY 12TH APRIL TO 23RD JUNE 1988,

We hope that the following notes will be useful Yo others foliowing a
simllar route, For those thinking of making the long trip to Turkey, wa can
only say - dont't hesitatel! The only reason our trip took 10 weoks was that we
wanted It that way! In fact we found 10 weeks In the "Tranny 'van® too long =
maybe It will be different in the new Tallisman?

GENERAL ITINERARY AND COMMENTS,

The route on the way out was arranged to visit various friends near
Rotterdam, near Kassel In Germany, and in esstern Austria, We then Jolned the
Yugos lav cocast mear Koper, and followed the coast, detouring to Mostar and
Sarajevo, then back to the cosst to the Albanlan border. We had not
previcusly seen the Yugoslav westiine, It Is superb out of scason and we
will go again, Wo had minor problems with a few camps not yet open. Those at
Troglr (Medena) and Dubrovnik (Solitudo) were excellent, At Mostar, where
accommodation Is scarce, we didn't llke the look of Buna camp, and pald £10,
without food, for a double room in & pension, On to Skopje and Bitola,
entering Gresce at Nikl, We made the mistake of visiting North Central Gresce
via Kastoria, Heapol!l eand Edessa where we stayed at the Xenla Hotel, (no camp
avallable). As weli! as many mlles of dusty unmades road we also passed through
the electrical power centre of Greece, with gigantic lignite mines and huge
palls of brown dust - an arsa to be avolded! Halkidikl made up for the rest
of N.Gresce, Kalandra (Posisdi) NTOG camp was good. Sithonla was delighttul,

Camps at Asprovalita and Alexandropoull are recommendsd, Across the
bordsr into Turkey st Kipl, Crossed the Dardanslles at Gelibotu (Galllpoil),
Just misssd Anzac day, but met many Aussles and New Zealanders, The only camp
in this area Is Trova (Troy - Guzslyell) - adequate, Next camps Kervanseray
mocamps at Inciralti and Kusadasi., Could not find Guluk camp, so went down
Datca peninsula. Didnt't fancy "naturist" camp(!), but found Forestry camp
site, Camped next &t a very pleasant site et Koycegiz, (Anatolia), with good
food prepared by the proprietress, On to Kemer (Turhan Kisiitepe) and to
Alanya. The proprietor at Koyceglz had recommended the Comertoglu motel camp
at Alanya, This was very crowded, (with Germans especlallyl), and we moved
next door to the very good Kervanseray camp, which has a ussful little
rastaurant opposite, On to Burdur where we again found a Forestry camp site,
Next Pamukkale - the siiica terraces are a must, The camp was very crowded,
without shade and dirty. On another occasion we would time our visit to avold
stayling at Pamukkale, We now went cross country to Sallihli where we took a
room in the Mobli motel = for the same price as the Kervanssray camps!
Although very nolsy, it was clean and had a reasonable restaurant attached,
On to Bursa, a rewarding visit, The camp (Kervanseray) Is good and there s a
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usofu! supermarket nearby. We were also able to get two 7 lbs gaz cylinders
$illad at a local gas depot for the squivalent to 68p (total cost!)

And so to lstanbul to the Kervanseray camp. We stayed three days and
wore plcked up by minibus for reasonably prlced day fours., This method of
visiting Istanbul Is recommended as parking In the clty Is virtually
Imposs ible, and the driving standard appalling - it's the only place we have
seen cars driving along the slidewalk hootling at pedsstrians to get out of the
way i

This was the only poor Kervanseray camp we encountered and the
facilitlos wore over crowded, On any futurs trip we would use one of two
better looking camps on the coast nearer to istanbul,

Back Into Greece at Kipl and on to the good NTOG camp at
Alexandropoull, Then to Kavala - a tidy cemp on the shore, After Thessalonikl
a detour via Larissa to Meteora - a fantastlic place - camped at Meteora
Garden at Kastrakl, Then back round the other slde of Mount Olympus Yo
Thessalonikl and on to the Yugoslav border at Bogorodica. Camped at Katfanovas
then up the fearscme two-lane Autoput to Zemun, 12 miies North of Beograd,
Detoured to camp near Plitvice's green lakes and waterfallis - walked for five
hours at this splended place = tiring but magnificsnt! On to camp at Ptuj.

in Austria, didn't like look of camps In Graz, so went on to Wesenufer,
a pleasant camp on the Danube, in Germany a good camp at Schwabisch-Hall, and
another at Etternach a very pleasant |[ittile town In Luxemburg. Campsed st
Bastogne and visited the Amerlcan war memorial, Camped at La Roche and then
on to Calals,

DETAILED NOTES,

1. The roads In Turkey we found generally good with coarse textured
black-top, A few relatively short stretches were bsing rebullt and realigned
and these wers unsurfaced and rather dusty, The roads near the Greek Border
arsa are poor, possibly for strateglc reasons, and cars Is needed to avold
large and deep pot holes.

2. Except In the prinicipal towns traffic Is light and driving Is a
pleasure, The tratfic In istanbul and lzmir is chaotic, The main E5 road
leaving lstanbul to the north, is an experlience, being a combination of
parallel unseparated motorway and urban carrlageways with local trafflc,
mostily moving In the same direction, The long distance btuses on the famir to
Ankara road ere a blt feroclous. We found no small boys throwing stones,
despite the apocryphal tales, Ford Transit "Dolmus" operate botween Towns,
Qur white Transit Auto~Sloeper was frequently mistaken for these minlbuses,
with disappointment to the locals! We wers advised to avold the rcads In the
Interior, because of badly driven trucks and bad roads, in fact we found
neither, although the centres of some small towns have pot holed roads,

3, Wo vislted nearly all the archeologlical sltes, and found them very
worthwhi le, We were glven two tlckets each, (because they have doubled the
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The
Motorcaravan Club of lreland

TELEPHONE: 01-251364

CLONEE CO. MEATH.

WPL/AL,
27/Apl1/89

2nd International Motorcaravan Rally,89.

Powers The Pot,Caravan Park,Harneys Cross,
Clonmel,Co.Tipperary.

To all members and visitors,

As you will note from the above ,we have decided to move
the location of the second International Rally,to Powers the Pot,Caravan Park,near
Clonmel ,as we inspected the ground at Lilliput last week. and ammmpnm dmausmwsm the
owners ow the land at Lilliput that the ground was not suitable for heavy vehicles

without the drainage being attended no mowwpsm was done about it,and in fairmess to
3P IFIAAY w5m et el defaem d b g
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A should pe used. Lilliput is suitable
ror about 60 vans at present,perhaps in 1990 when the council have completed their
work we will be able to use Lilliput.

We visited the Caravan Park at Powers the Pot and are delighted to report that not
alone is the site perfect for our Rally but the scenery in the immediate locality
(literally at your door) would give Killarney a good run for its money. The scenery

is only matched by the hospitality of the owners of the caravan park Niall and Jo
Carroll..

Niall and Joe run this caravan park as a home away from home,they have a lovely

little wine bistro,meals are served,Jo makes some of the best Brown Bread we have ever

tasted as well as apple tart your mum made..

Powers the Pot( theres a large cauldron stuck on the wall cutside) is not what you

call a grade A,caravan park in the strict sense of the word,in our opinion we think

the potential is enormous.we have awarded Powers the Pot a Four star sticker and we are
also delighted to report that Niall and Jo have joined our Club.

There are magnificient hill walks just outside the caravan park and the park is used by
hill walkers from all over Ireland,the park can accomodate up to thirty ,in dormitory
accomodation,the toilets and showers are good,they also have a kitchen facility for
those who want to cook for themselves..

Only having the caravan park for a couple of years they feel that they still bave a lot
to do.we agree that there is scope for developement,we do hope however that they dont
lose the homeliness which you feel there.

For the Angler there is excellent fishing nearby in the River Suir,the .site overlooks
the Clonmel Golf course,visitors are welcome,,there are horse riding facilities also
nearby,for the painter and the photographer not alone is the scenery superb but the
natural light is fantastic...




pricesl), But they are still cheap, The "Turquclse Coast® from Zanthos to
Finike Is a magnlflicent unspollied cornlche,

4, A "hazard®™ encountered at a number of camps was "Kontiki¥, “Dag
Roliende Bus", and other similar buses, These are bus loads of about 40
pecple with camping gear in a tralier behind the bus, Unfortumately they
swamp the faclliities to the detriment of others, In the Istanbul Kervanseray
camp there was no water for one day as a result,

5. The former BP Mocamps are now Kervanseray camps, With the exception
of the one at Istanbul, which Is overcrowded and badly run, they are all
good.

6. State Forestry camps are very cheap, and set In beautiful locations,
The W.C.'s showers, and other facliities are not up to the high standard of
the Kervanseray camps, and mostly have no hot water, Unfortunately we could
discover no map showing thelr location,

7 Approximate rates In Apr to Jun 1988 for our 'van and two persons
wore as follows:=

Exeh Diesel Patrol
Camp per day Rate Gall £ Gall &
Austria : £3.75 «£7,.50 25 Sch 1.53 1.71
Belglum : £4.80 &4 BFr, 1,11 1.74
Germany s £6.13 3.05 OM 1.45 1,58
Greace : £2,00 ~£5,00 240 Drx 0.72 1.43
Luxamburg : £4,50 &4 BFr, 0.92 1.47
Turkey : £3.00 -£7,03 2497 TL 0.73 1.45
U.Ke : 1.55 1.71
Yugosiavia : (3,13 =£8,70 2435 to 1.05 1.29
3695 YD

8, During our trip the Yugosiav exchange rate moved from 2435 to 3665,
it Is now around YD 10,0001 (20,500 26,6.89 Ed), It Is wise In these
clreumstances to cash travel cheques a fow at a time, Instead of all at once,
on entering the Country,

9, Beware of the Bank klosks at the Turkish border, They are Inciined
to pay short, (We found others with similar "mistakes®),

10 Minor border crossings have no currency exchanges and as the amount
of local currency one can take In Is very limited, this can lead to problesm
If no town with a bank Is near, Also this problem Is likely to arise when
there Is a one hour time shift and/or It Is the week end!

ite It Is not generally reallised that the Post Offlce Gyro can be usad
throughout the EEC Including Greecs. This means that UK State Pensions can be
drawn. In the EEC providing prior arrangements are made In the UK., Also the
Fost Offlces In Greecs will exchange forelgn currency. The banks In Turkish
towns are most pleasant, offering glasses of sweet tea whlist the business Is

donel
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12, Crossing the border Into Gresce and Into Turkey can take an hour or
mors. in each Country the vehlcle log book and green card must be shown, The
vehlicle detalis are entered In the owners passport, and cancelled on lsaving
the country.(This only aspplies up to 3 months,after which a carnet must be
obtalned),

13, Thers are good duty free shops at the maln border crossings.

14, Our 12 week frip cost us about £1700, We, (lilegally?) took about
£150 of tinned food with us, We dined mostly In the van, but ate out in The
evening when the facliities were readlly avallable,

15, inciuded In the above figure Is the cost of medical and vehicle
rocovery Insurance of £143, incldentally only the AA would provide vehicle
recovery Insurance for Aslan Turkey, The additional cost to non-members is
£3. Also included Is 12 weeks Green Card, for which we were charged £86.50,
by cur mean Insurance company, Our P & O shares anablod half price Dover to
Calals return crossing at £67, We took form E 111 to obtaln free hosp Ital
treatment but fortunately did not need it, Also Included are meps and gulide
books at £78 and slide films at £104, Two new sieeping bags cost £58,
international Driving Permits cost £6, but were not used. Also inciuded, two
passport renewals at £33,

16, Although we don't smoke, we took 200 duty tree clgarettes which we
found useful as gifts, particulariy for obtalning services,

17. Our 12v mosquito tablet heater was a boon as usual.

18, We took replacement brake pads, ol | and fliters costing £29 and &
tool boxe The'pads were fitted on site at Koyceglz!

19, Thers were no problems with dirty diessl,

20, We travelied 8031 (true) miles and used 256 gallons of diesel at a
total cost of £255, Our average miles per gallon was 31.37.

21, The charges on the Yugosiav Autoput are Infuriating. A motor
caravan pays the sams rate as large trucks and trallers, whereas fral lor
caravans pay the car rate! The total cost of Yugosiav tolls, (mostily on the
return route), was about £25. The Austrian tunnsis which we used cost In
totatl about £10.

22. 1+ is essential to get from the various Natlional Tourist Offices In
London, maps showing camp site locations, as these are uncbtainable in the
countries themsslves. The Greek one Is useful but difficult to decipher,

25, i1 would be wise not To travel too close to the Eastern border of
Turkey, because of the ethnic instablility In this Area, Cf course Ankara and
+he Northern areas are worth visiting, and will probably be Included ina
future 1Trip.

Bruce Cunningham,

Juna 1989




- Another phone call earlier in the month was from a would-be menber, Alan
Eaton. He would be if he can locats a Diesel Talisman, at the right price. Anyunra
thinking of changing ’vans might find a telephone call to Alan on 0621 828637
worth the charge!

Anather would-be member wants to Jocate a VHT or VXS0 about 3 years old
for private purchase. Direct contact with Hr P T Stanton, Springbank Cottage,
Park Lane, Shorwell, Isle of Wight, (0983 740841},

If you thought we had got away from the subiject of tyre pressures, sorry!
You just didn’t know what you were starting, did you, Mary C., when you put the
simple question, "What are the correct tyre pressures for my WW?"!! A letter from
Hr. W E Allen of Poole:-

"laar Sir,

As [ am very fussy about my tyres I have watched the carrespondence an
tyre pressures with interest, but wonder if a touch of neurpticism is creeping
tn. Hotor caravans are nostly on commercial van chassis which are expected to
cope with a variety of conditions from mapty to fully laden without any tyre
pressure adjustment. No cossercial operator would accept the loss of tise to
adjust pressures during a working day even if he could persuade the drivers to do
s0. | take the simple way out: the vehicle handbook qives only one set of
pressures, which in my case are confirsed by a sticker on the cab door pillar,
and if these are 0 K for a variety of commercial conditions they’re 0 K for se.
In any case, with all the variables like fresh and waste water, the condition of
the loo tanks, petrol and personal effects, not to mention 21 bottles of wine and
a lot of heer on the return journey from France, the gross weight of the vehicle
can vary quite a bit.

What interests me nore is soaething I read sosewhere about the stresses
on the tyre sidewalls. A commercial vehicle spends its life covering large
distances but running only at half lnad on average, and will often stand empty
overnight and at week-ends. A notor-caravan howsver doss less mileage and spends
all its time nearly or fully, loaded and therefore the tyres have a more arduous
1ife aver a longer time. The result is that although they may hava a lot of tread
left the tyres can be effectively worn out. In ay case I reckon the tread on the
rear (undriven) tyres could last five years, but will they be unsafe befare thea?
[ should be interested in any views."

| agree, 1 qot carried away and wrnte too much on the subject. [ intended
to suggest to anyone dis-satisfied with the hard vride they get when using
recommended pressures that they weigh front and rear and find the appropriate




pressures for them from the tyre makers. [t would at least be safer than some
sugpestions sesn in the Press, ranging from 45psi to 3&psi. for 3 Talhot
coachbuilt. Auto-Sleepers were doing some work on the subject, qetting "typical®
weights and the tyre makers’ reconmendations. They now find all sorts of
different makes of tyres are fitted as initial equipment so A-S dare not
recommend one front and one rear pressure because differsnt makes have different
needs. A legal view there we go again!) is that a ’van involved in an accident
night, just might, have it’s tyre pressures checked. I, say, A-$ had recomsended
8 pressure of 48psi front for Michelin hut the "van was fitted with Mabor General
tyrag (made in Portugal) who stated S8psi was correct, there could be a case
against the owner for using incorrect pressure and the owner could say, *But -8
reconmended 48psi..." ALl highly theoratical and [ wish I had never started it
but "One can’t be too careful...”. I’n afraid thera will be more vet. However,
would it be a good idea for Mr Allen, and the rest of us I suppose, to change his
wheels round every six months or 5,000 ailes, spare to nearside front, nearside
front to offside rear, etc? Correcting pressures afterwards, of course. This
should rasult in even wear on all five tyres with the resulting shock of having
to buy five pew ones all at the same time, It also requires similar (identical)
tyres on each wheel - | fitted a pair of knobbly Gislaved # & 5 on the front for
gatra traction, could have put thes on the rear for the sumser, | suppose hut
what about the spare, a Michelin? Doesn’t life get complicated! Incidentally, I
have recently had difficully in getting two new dichelin 185/75 R 1475 - had to
settle for another make.

John Hunt does a nice report on the Talisman BL in the June issue of B A
B, Under "Dimensions" he gives the Gross Vehicle Height as 2800 kg. Is that the
ACTUAL weight or the maximum permitted weight? It looks like a quote from the
manufacturer’s plate to ne,

Something else sverynng knows is the date of the Znd International
Hotorcaravan Rally, organised by the Motorcaravan Club of Ireland, Clonee, o
Heath., 24th to 27th August, 1989. What one or two may not know is the place,
because it has been moved. | was tempted to include & brief extract fros the
Ietter about it but have decided to let you have the whole works, as a
supplement, 1'm sure you will enjoy reading it and will agree a summary would
have lost the flavour.

Since it is holiday time, | thought an extra bit of reading matter would
be welcome so here is Bruce Cunningham’s run-domn of their visit to Turkey last
year. I have put it on a separate shest so that it can be kept by those
anticipating a similar journey. Neville and Alma Blackshaw should ba back from
Turkey just about now so we look forward to their up-date! Neville resinded me of




my suggestion,temporarily shalved, of forming Regional or Area groups. He says he
would be willing to act as co-ordinator, based on Cheltecham, if we go ahead. |
will try to get a decision from the Commitiee at Cheddar on Ath July. [ feel
strongly that the Club, with 400 Heshers (400 X 2 would be more correct), is big
enough to have such sections which would make it much easier for everyone to
contact fellow-nembers. I will suggest a complete list of Heabers, in numerical
order to facilitate up-dating, be sent to each Member. In addition an Area list,
giving Name, Membership Nuaber, Town and Post Code and Conversion (Talisman,
Frisky, ete.) he sent to Members in each frea. [ suggest doing it this way
because | think someone living in, say, Devon and wanting to contact fellow
Legend owner would vather not search through the full list. Especially not in two
or three years' tiae! Also, pecple do change vehicles and & short list is easier
{and cheaper! to keep up to date. | also think names should appear in the faorn
“Phil & Rita Daley” rather than "Mr & Hrs P O Daley” because we belong to a Club.
f nuaber of Hesbers have volunteerd to act as co-ordinators so [ will have to go
through the files and do some research. The fireas | have in mind are:- South-
Fast, Bouth, South-West, West, North-West, North-East, fast and Central. South
would include the Channel Islands, Mest including Morthern lrefand and North-East
the East of Scotland, unless you have other ideas. That is what we want, ldeas,
Pleasa!

Hike Foster is starting out very shortly to tour Europe for 12 months,
and asks if there are any essential extras it would be werth fitting to a
Talisaan Gl before setting out. ldeas, please ASAP to me to pass on. Our thought
was a Silver Screen for thermal insulation. [ know Mike has done it before,
because he says so in his letter, hut for newcomers to foreign touring we can put
you in touch with pecple who have kept a log of their travels, if you are
interested. For instance, Hr & Mrs Conway, (No.343) have travelled extensively on
the Continent and North Africa (First source of info. on the latter) and would
pffer details if interested parties contact the Secretary, first,

This could be the right place to put the

SECRETARY'S PAGE.

Before going on holiday - yes thank you, we had a Jovely time, ~ I wrote
to ferry companies asking about discounts. s you can imagine, they explained
"No® in a variety of ways, but Bealink British Ferries did have a suggestion.
They have a club, which you join by filling in one of the forms they have sent to
me, and there is no charge. The idea is that mach time you travel on a Sealink
standard fare sotorist ticket, you send your USED ticket to them and they send &
special Sealink Auto Club Cheque worth 20% of your ariginal fare, saving you
money against your NEXT standard fare motorist ticket. Hy daughter’s comment was




that it prohably brought the price down to what everyone else is charging, but if
you see ANY bensfit please send a s.a.e.and I will let you have one of the fares
by raturn. I do not have any spare sailing trochures though, hut travel agents
can supply them, and there is a discount application form in those. {Page 60},

Next. Eurnp Assistance insurance. They have suggested we might operate
one of thair Agency systess. The one most likely to be of interest to us consists
of the Club dealing with the original application from Meabers, the completed
forms and payment are then sent to Europ Assistance through the Club, and they
deal with the rest of the paperwork direct, allowing us a discount., At the moment
there are one or two guestions, so details of this will have to wait until next
month.

These contacts were all | had time for before handing over my joh to

Sybil and Ken Scotney, who sent out the paperwork to Enquirers and new Hembers
while we were away. (We now have 395 Members). But | have now approached Auto-
Sleepers Dealers, and will keep you informed. [f anyons can suggest other people
to approach, please let me know, Auto-Bleepers have already ceanrmed that 20%
off a new vehicle is OUT!

Incidentally, Sybil realised after o while, that she had not written the
number on some Meabership Cards. This number appears nn the receipt, if you still
have that, otherwise I can let you know. [ haven't circulated any new lists to
the Conmitiee Members yet, so they will not be of much help.

It anyons would like to obtain more details of the Easy Pressurs Washer
mentianed in a previous Newslefter, the addrass is:- Blowspsed Industrial
Mouldings Ltd., Sandwich [ndustrial Estate, Ramsgate Road, Sandwich, Kent.

Price £23,00 + £3.50 carriage and insurance. 1t will fit beneath the seat of a
CX1000GTL or a Talisman. The drum i3 approx, 12° diameter and the stand, which
should be left attached, is approx 14" wide at the pivot, 12" betwsen the legs
{glightly adjustable) and 9 high to the pivot. Since things can be tucked round
and inside the washer, the loss of space is small compared with the advantage of
fewsr clothes to buy and to pack for an extended holiday. The used laundry water
is always flushed into the EMPTY grey-water tank, and the fallowing day’s driving
gets most of the sticky mess loose.

1 also have some shallow made-tn-measure plastic coated wire mesh trays
for the shelves, There are three on the large shelf under the sink in the CX
1000, It is easy to get at things at the back, and when supplies are running down
they can be put in one tray, and nothing rolls about, The people to approach
are:- Hampster Baskets, Huch Marcle, Ledhury, Hareford & Worcs, HRR 2PD. They
have been making made-to-measure Freezer baskets for a long time, and Auto-
Sleepers used thes once in an earlier VW conversion [ believe.




He also have a favourite emporius for camping equipment, Jackson's of 0ld
Arley. If you find Nuneaton on the map, New Arley and ARLEY are to the WSH. The
Arley Trading Estate is off a side road near a railway bridge. However, they have
a large selection of items from caravans and tents, (via fly screen material by
the yard, sleeping bags, 12 volt fans, stools & chairs, tablewars & saucepanst,
to knobs and catches similar to those fitted to Auto-Gleeper conversions. They
have walls covered in packets of fittings and it is a good hour’s browse, but not
on Thursday, they are closed.

If you know of somewhera near to you offering anything like this please write and
et us know.

I have also received a hrochure from THA, Athol Road, Halsgrave,
Coventry, CV2 208, Tel 0203 416337, Open 9 to 1 & 2 to §.45, Juesday to Friday, 9
to 5.30 Saturday. They supply "alteration products®, i.e. carpet, vinyl, seats,
lights, racks for bikes, spoilers, nudge bars, ett and have a Mail Order service.
No personal knowledge of then.

We have also received details of cab window insulation covers, *Silver
Screens” to prevent heat loss in Winter and to reflect heat in sumser. The price
for the Talbot Express is £79, the New Ford Transit {99 etc. Supplier in this
instance is:- J & M Designs, 11, Scott Avenue, Hecksundwike, West Yorkshire, WF1b
PAH. Tel 0924 405003 or 400204 for prompt despatch of information pack. One
Hember at the IGM was using his, and said they were marvellous. Internal, sucker
or Velcro fitted ones are also available for the gquick getaway. AND THEY ARF
OFFERING A SPECIAL 10% PROMPT ORDER DISCOUNT. (Letter dated 13th June, 1989.)

I must say that returning from holiday and facing the paperwork was
daunting. I just didn’t know where to begin. But it became a very enjoyable task
as usual, ant this example is why. A #r Davis of Avon also has a computer and has
a form headed "Communication”, which he used to request informatien about the
Club. The form has variocus headings, including "Your ref;" against which he has
Written, “NOTE ON BINDSCREEN"! I could hear him chuckle. | also have great
plessure in reading the comsents on the Buestionnaires. Some are meant to make me
smile too, and thank you for those,

We menaged to nab one A-8 Dwner whilst we were away. We missed the first
at Beaugency as we didn’t want to approach thes too soon after they parked, then
they went for a walk. By morning they had gone, and we felt cheated! The second
onz however, had joined us on a small village site and we didn't let him go
withoat the wiper note but we didn’t see another Auto-Sleeper until we got hack
to England a month later. Perhaps it was just as well!,

Rita,

This is a postscript to my page. 1 have received an occasional

Application for Hembership with the Second Membership Card section filled in with




a daughter or son’s name. This is fine if they are the peeple who normally
accompany you, but if you have a wife or friend who normally accompanies you, the
second card is neant for them. 8o far, we have agreed that families accompanying
you in the same vehicle, are welcome. Whether this will prove impractical in
tine, we shall have to see.

RHD, "

Following our recent experience of Brittany Ferries and in particular the
very poor service they provide between Plymouth and Roscoff - old ship, slow,
running one hour or pore late aver the last two weeks at Jeast, inadequate
accomadation, I thought it would be useful to have comments from other ferry
users over the next few months so that some sort nf report can be ﬁreparad for
future reference. Can’t see yet what action might be possible but we can consider
that when we have the details. We would at ieast te able to warn other Hembers of
bad service and point out the better routes and companies. Hould you liks tao
send, or phone brief comments (unless you feel absolutely carried away by
something or other) to the well-known address or number. We will compile the data
into something appropriate, [ am not an habitual moaner and am certainly not
looking for just the bad points - just your opinion, good, bad or ingdifferent.
Hembership number, fercy cospany, from where to where, comsment. All done in
twsntyfive seconds, at the cheap rate, too! Ta!

If you have lasted the course, well done! Any contributions that will
help stop me taking myself so seriously will be welcome, That does not exclude
serious comment, of course. See you at Cheddar?

Regards,

Phil Daley.

8, lilverley Green Road, Selihull, West Midlands. B92 BB4 Tel: 021 706 1816




