{

A
N2

%&ﬁé@?a%}

Le¢

Auto-Sleeper Ouners’ Club
Newsletter No 7

)7

]
QLT

‘}

n)(é(l




Greetings,

In order to get a report of the First National rally and Inaugural
Meeting out fairly quickly, 1 have written the Newsletter in two bits. fis a
result page 5 is continued on page B, leaving the centre pages for the report.

After the First rally, just three weeks to the Second, at Glen Trothy
Caravan Park, Mitchel Troy, Monmouth. 2ist to 23rd April, on the banks of the
Afon Troddi, a tributary of the Afon Gwy which becomes the River Hye by
translation. Ordnance Survey Outdoor Leisure Map 14 is the one to get - HWye
Valley and Forest of Deanm, two & a half inches to the sile or 4ca to lke, good
for walkers or motorists. If you don’t know the area you are in for a treat, lots
of treats! 0ld Honeouth has the only resaining fortified Norman bridge in
Britain, over the River Monnow (the fortified gateway is 13th. Century), the
remains of the Castle - in which Henry V was born - the town itself is worth at
least half a day; for those whose second car is a Rolls-Royce, see the statue to
£ S Rolls who was born in the town in 1877. Symonds Yat with its cliffs and
falcons (nesting again this year, 1 hope). The Forest itself through which you
should drive to get to Symonds Yat is well supplied by the Forestry Conmission
with parking places, picnic places and caravan sites. find walks; Lord love you,
you could walk for ever! Forest trails, nature trails, Offa’s Dyke Trail,
complete with Offa’s Dyke (well, a bit of ith. also Tintern fbbey, The Haval
Teaple on Kymin Hill (NT),"a pantheon to a galawy of Adairals and Maval Heroes®,
to quote the AR, and lots, lots more. There's even a maze to lose the kids in, at
ghitchurch. (If they don’t get lost, there’s plenty for thes to do there,
including baating on the Wye.)

1f you are in a hurry to get there, the Site is ahout 12 asiles from the
end of the Ross Spur (MS0). Don’t siss the left turn after the traffic lights on
the A40 in Monmouth, just over the Monnow and before the tunnel. (It’s a long way
back if you miss it!). The first Comsittee Meeting will be held here.

Rally No 3 is two weeks later at Honeybourne, between Bidford-on-fivan and
Willersey. (Sorry, no Works Visit this time!) Visit Broadway, one of THE Cotswold
villages, Stratford-upon-fivon, a pleasant market town and the Vale of Evesham, a
little late for the blossosm, perhaps. | guess rita and 1 will have no wexcuse for
aissing this one - we’ve passed the Ranch every time we’ve gone to and come back
fros compittee meetings for the last six months or so!

The sun is shining as I write so I thought I would give way to ay urge to
urge you to try touring abroad, if you have yet to try it. John has done some
adding up and tells se about 130 mesbers either already do or wish to travel in
foreign parts. The Secretary refuses to tell se the actual number of Hembers, on
the grounds that it is changing at the rate of about five per working day and




when ae | going to get this printed, anyway? I suspect 315 as at 27th HMarch is
nearly right. So over 40%L are interested, If you would like to go and are
treabling on the brink, let se give you a push.

Hay I suggest you go to France, do NOT go from Dover to Dalais unless you
have sose very good reason to do so, travel mid-week, not hetween 14th July and
the end of August, allow plenty of tiee (France is a big country) and keep off
the excellent futo-Routes; the little ‘D’ roads were just meant for actor
caravans, Only since thinking about giving a ’‘gquide to beginners’, have 1
realised what a powerful persuader we have, on tape. As we cruise along your
Secretary frequently picks up the video camera to record views and, looking at
some of this recently, I saw she had recorded ailes & eiles of typical French 0’
roads, usually well surfaced and straight, and there was hardly any traffic! We
are so used to this it hadn’t occured to me to take note of it before. Once we
have cose through lemigration at the port of entry, we just breathe a sigh of
relief and settle down to emjoy relaxed driving for a week or amore. So, all
right, Paris is great fun if you like cospetitive driving and big towns are such
the samse anywhere in the world, but choose the guiet routes and, after three
days, 1 guarantee you will wonder why you ever hesitated!

I suggested missing Calais since you get rather suddenly into urban
traffic even though the “new’ route from the ferry is better than the old which
led right into the town. No probles to old hands but maybe worrying to novices.
find the Pas de Calais is ey least-favourite part of France, anymay, For a really
quist introduction to France [ quess Roscoff in Brittany is hard to beat; the
ferry terminal is a little harbour on its oun, outside the town (rather like
Peguell Bay, the ex Hoverport outside Ramsgate) and you drive up onte an
excellent asin road leading South-Hest and by-passing towns for some distance.
Or, as Haurice Tew suggests in the April issue of the Hotor Caravan Hagazine,
drive to Capping Caravanning Les Houettes, onsar Carantec, just down the D38,
which could make 3 base for exploration of Brittany, (Brittany Ferries, Plymouth
to Roscoff, & hours).

From 1982 until 1983 we were in Dubai during which pericd our nice new
*van, in which we had done only one trip, round the whole [talian coast, was laid
up on blocks in the garage. {Details of the very interesting ‘van later. Ed.)
Hence the present low aileage, for it's age, of 29,000.

We spent a sonth in the Westerm USA in 1985, covering 3,000 eiles in a
hire car, staying in motels. He were intrigued by the many retired people,
buzzing in all directions in their 'R Vs'.

In addition to the USA we have been to India, Sri Lanka, eany Far Eastern
countries including Japan, China and Russia as well as Australia and New lealand.
We were in limbabwe for six weeks at the end of last year. We expect to visit
South Africa early next year but not by aotor caravan. 0f these countries we have
only sotor caravanned in New lealand for 32 days in their beautiful Autuan, in a
hired Hi-Ace, a poor replacesent for our Auto-Sleeper! A superb trip, very such




to be recomsended. Australia, South Africa and limbabwe all offer possibilities
for the motor caravanner,®

Know your vehicle.

Under the bonnet of cars and light comsercial vehicles, usually in a conspicuous
place, you will find a thin setal plate, called a "Manufacturer’s Plate®. In the
case of sy Talbot diesel, it is on the left side of the flat piece into which the
honnet latches. Lift the bonnet and there it is, by your left hand. It’s a little
treasury of knowledge and important, too. Reading from the top or further edge,
it gives the Type Approval nusber which I am not going to discuss now; the
Yehicle identification nusber which should be the same as that on the vehicle
reqistration docusents if you are to avoid problems when you cose to sell it, and
then, the nitty-gritty: Gross vehicle weight, Gross train weight (which I will
ignore now because we aren’t towing trailers today), and two pertinent to this
article: Maxisum persissible load on front axle and, Maxisum permissible lcad on
rear axle. (A1l meights are given in kilograsmes.)

The 6 V ¥ means the saxisus permitted weight of the fully-loaded vehicle
including you, your family, pets, bedding and belongings as you set out on your
travels. If you exceed this weight, whether you know it or not, if you are
stopped by the police and weighed, your journey is at an end. This sad conclusion
can be avoided quite easily; your local authority will be able to tell you where
there is a public weighbridge and if you do a dummy run with the vehicle loaded
as nearly as possible as for your journey, for a charge of about £1 your mind
¥ill be set at rest. (Or not, which is, after all more important.) The & V W
applies to the chassis and is the Maxisum allowed regardless of what is mounted
on the chassis, hightop, coachbuilt, breakdown crane or whatever. Because ay
CX1000GTL has a diesel engine it is officially a CX1300. The Gross Vehicle Height
is 2,900 Kg. The last time I took it over a weighbridge I was given a printed
slip recording 2,440 Kg. Neither Rita nor T was in the van at the tise but [
reckon we weigh sarginally less than 460 Kg in total. One day I will get it
weighed with both of us in it and will get front & rear weighed separately. Why?
Because that is the only way to work out the correct tyre pressures!

There he goes, talks about weights then shoots off onte pressures. The
gan’s mad. Mell, yes but, no. The two tie in, as I will try to illustrate: The
over-simplified calculation goes like this; G V W = 2,900 Kg. Four wheels on ay
wagon. 2900 divided by four = 725, Weight on each wheel 725 Kg or approx. 1600
Ibs. The *footprint* or area of tyre tread in contact with the ground for a
Michelin X 185/75 R 14 inflated to 54 psi is, roughly 5.5° long by 5.5" wide or
30.25 square inches. Multipy 54 (psi) by 30.23(sq in) and you get 1633.5 which
isn’t far from 1600, is it? But do NOT, under any circumstances, do it that way.
The GV¥ is not the sum of front and rear saxissa; in sy case the front aax is
1550kg, rear max 1680kg (=3230kq) but the GVH is 2900kg! Take your sazimum axle




loads, halve thes (two wheels) and divide by ay very rough “footprint® of 30.25
square inches & see what you get. (ln ey case 56.5 psi front and 61.22 psi rear,
Recosmended maximus pressures 34 & 69 psi.),

The recossended pressures apply when the load on each axle is the maxisum
persitted. At lower loadings you need lower pressures to avoid bouncing like a
pea on a drus. (Road holding suffers, too). Front % rear pressures are different
for lots of reasons - the frant tyres on a front wheel drive vehicle bear the
brunt of the work, flex mere, deform more under drive and under braking and
cornering. Put another way, the “footprint® of the frost tyres is bigger than
that of the rear by design and for very good reasons. 1 would not be surprised if
Hichelin calculated the front footprint at 31.65 sq in and the rear at 28.5 54
in. Only, being French, they would have it in sq ms and nressures in bars. Hhich
sakes ae feel thirsty after all this unaccustosed thinking!

Sitting here with a saall fruit juice in my hand (it only LOOKS like a
pint of bitter) 1 case up with the thought that the radius of a wheel and tyre
{from the centre of the wheel to the ground, tyre flexed) is about 12 inches
which, according to old Pythagoras or someons means the wheel rotates about once
every two yards or B8 times per aile. Therefore, at 60 sph it is rotating at 838
tises per sinute which is about the speed of your old-fashioned spin drier. And
that seeas pretty fast. Your tyre is also carrying a load of up to three-quarters
of a tonne lincluding vou and your nearest and dearest). Please take an imterest
in and care of your tyres! You need thes,

A passing cossent on tyre tread. 1 have noticed the sccasional remark

directed towards Talbots with their front wheel drive, about lack of grip on wet
grass. 1 am totally biased in favour of fwd and Talbot diesels in particular so
will hear nothing bad about thee! (Excest the way they go rusty in the most
inconvenient and expensive places, but that leads to another article.)
However, while Michelin sees to have a pretty firs grip on the original equipsent
sarket, the tyres fitted are intended for normal road use. If you do a fair
asount of overnighting on grassy sites the year round you eight consider fitting
tyres of a different tread pattern on the driven wheels. Following a letter in H
H My I tried Gislaved W & § on the front and am now cosing to the end of the
second pair. They are made in Sweden, are really chunkie and give a bit of extra
grip on soft ground. Since fitting thes we haven’t needed a tug out, yet. Mind
you, 1 accept the probles of having two and a half tonnes of vehicle and don't go
loocking for boggy places! I know ~ vyou only do 5,000 miles a year and the
original tyres are only slightly worn 5o there’s no way you are going to junk
thes... Seriously, 1 would still recossend consideration of something like *Town
& Country” tyres on the driven wheels. Hhy don’t 1 suggest to -8 that they
stipulate such tyres as original equipsent? Because, no doubt, most new owners
would prefer normal road tyres. Or as I wrong? Comments, please.




Report on the First National Rally and Inaugural Meeting.

This is an account of what 1 saw and heard, as far as 1 can resesber. This is an
informsal repart to reeind those who were there and infora the few who were not,
for a variety of reasons, able to come. I arrived at lunchtisze on Thursday and
pet Frank & Dilys hovering at the entrance. They had been there for hours, having
cose loaded down with hundreds of coffee mugs, note pads, badges, etec., ete.,
which they had transferred to safe storage so that they could move about inside
their Legend once again. The transfer had been carried out by the ever-present,
ever-willing teas from Willersey who were going to be active from then until soee
time on Sunday afternoon with breaks for meals and sleep, sorting out probless,
doing repaivs and rectifications for Members, preparing the Wine & Cheese Party,
(and clearing up afterwards!). Perhaps this is the point, albeit out of chrono-
logical sequence, to tell thes how very proud Anthony Trevelyan was of the effort
they had put in and a particular *Thank You® to the wives and families who joined
in with so such eathusiase, too!

fis we had anticipated, Friday was a “getting to know you® day with no programes
of events but guite a lot went on in one way or another. For instance, Dilys set
out her stall in the Club Tent and did good business, aided by Frank, with augs,
woollies, note pads,badges, etc. Frank reckons he sold sope raffle tickets, too
hut more of that later. 1 think it was about mid-day on Friday that soss of us
discovered just how long it took to walk a hundred yards. (Mell, that was about
the sost convenient distance.) We were buttonholed, grabbed, accosted, cornered
and seiled on by all and sundry. Guestions ranged, roughly, fros, “When does the
Bar open® to ‘1 was allocated pitch EIOL and there’s a {horrikle} caravan on it.
Hith an awning, too. The people at the entrance told us to “See the Secretary®.”
That particular probles, and some like it, was caused by the Site putting people
onto the field they had given us for our exclusive use, due to pressure of
business over Easter. It, or one like it, was solved by A-§ and the Dealers
giving up EL0,

I as told the marquee opened, guietly, at about 09.00 on Saturday. Certainly by
the tise we arrived fros thirty yards away, there was a lot of activity; people
buying bits and pieces from the “Spares® stall and regalia fros Dilys and Raffle
Tickets fros Frank and drinking coffee at the Coffee Bar and watching / trying to
listen to the video, "The Making of an Auto-Sleeper® and the Group playing at the
asplifiers. It was all *60°. The flowers were beautiful.

At about 12.00 hours ailitary tise your highly organised and hungry Secretary,
realising a trend had been established so that, while Frank, Dilys, she & I were
visible there was no prospect of food passing our lips, disappeared kitchenward
in her car and returned with four buffet lunches, which we consused in our 'vans.

fis 15.00 hours approached, hands becase clamay and throats dry but thers was
still an outside chance we would be voted ocut of office and back into

retirement...




The Lakeside Lounge was ready for us just before 15.00 and was soon packed with
Nembers, nusbers estimated at 470 give or take twenty! The Site Director welcosed
us, forgave us the odd dog and praised our behaviour. Charles Trevelyan took the
picrophone and the Inaugural Heeting was on. The “self-elected” cosmsittee was
introduced to sesbers and Frank gave an interim Treasurer’s Report, up 17th
Harch. This showed ahealthy balance in the Bank and some outstanding debts for
iteas purchased for re-sale. 1 would like to pick out the ites of £300 with which
fito-Sleepers Limited opened our Bank account at Winchcombe, 1 have it on the
best authority that the total contribution made by A-S Ltd to date is rather sore
than ten times that amacunt. I feel sure the Comsittee and all Heabers will agree
that the Club, having come of age, must now stand on it’s own feet. The Chairsan
suggested a Managesent Cosmittee should be elected and should consist of 12
Hembers and the President. Discussed and agreed. To o facilitate the election, he
suggested the five Members (the self-glected acting comsittee) could be propsed
en bloc. Proposed by Halcole Thosas, seconded by Frank Cotton and agreed by show
of hands. Chairsan asked for seven volunteers to serve on the Cosmittee, since
nosinations were not possible. Before iong we hadi- John Norsandale of
Chislehurst, Ralph Dulson of Stockbridge, Clive Jenkins of Soserton, Harry
Henthorne and Sheila Hamsel hoth of Addiscombe and Ken and Sybil Scotney of
Huntingdon. Gecffrey Mabey proposed acceptance of the nosination of Charles
trevelyan as President; seconded by Harqaret Harden and agreed. Betly Lasont
proposed, Joy Andrews seconded the election of volunteers en bloc. Agreed by
(overwhelaing) show of hands! He now have a President and Managesent Cosssittee,
the latter to elect Officers at the first seeting. The draft rules were discussed
at soee length - Wr Eric Hhite, Hary Colling, Dennis Clarke and others,
eventually Dennis Clarke proposed, Hr White seconded that the draft rules he
accepted but the Comeittee is to submit a new Constitution to Mesbers before the
next fAnnual general Heeting. Agreed.

finy other business,
Doris Little wished to be assured that dogs would not be excluded fros future
rallies. The Chairsan told her the business of dogs on sites was a eatter very
close to the hearts of the old coesittes and would not be forgotten.
Bob Heasom asked for a progress report on establishing correct tyre pressures.
Work is progressing with the weighing of one of each sodel, front and rear and
the operating handbooks being re-written,
Trevor Collier proposed a vote of thanks to the "old” coesittee for the excellent
york done to date. Seconded by Haleola Thomas and passed.
That concluded the business of the Heeting,
The Hine & Cheese Party was a great success and the “Hole in the Hall® bang only
stopped playing for the Raffle Draw, over fifty prizes and a real contribution to
Club funds. Sunday sorning saw the Regalia stand and the Spares stall aleost sold
out. A good time was had by one and all. PCD




One last bit on pressures then I will give it a rest! Aubrey Wagstaffe
wrote from Thurlaston sose tise ago as follows:-

"There does seem much concern and interest over tyre pressures on sotor
taravans, probably because there is rarely a definitive figure for these special
vehicles, As one new to the game, when I First got ey Talhbot Cf 1000 6TL 1 sade
discrete use of ay contacts inside the Hotor Industry who, in their turn,
initiated a computer program to tell se what 1 wanted to know - just what tyre
pressures should I use?

I"ve lost track of all the facts which were fed into the thing. It
digested such things as tyre specification (Michelin 185 Ri4 XCA), tyre condition
(half worn but sound), maxisus normal speed (60 aph), weighbridge readings, front
b rear, in normal tris & touring trim (we use our Talbot as a faeily car) and
passenger content {only the wife & I norsallyl.

It also wanted to know my needs for off-road perforsance, how often |
check tyre pressures and halance and ey requiresents. On this last one I told the
magic box that I wanted the safest set of pressures which would best give ae a
good apg and comfort whilst saintaining a degree of low-speed steering lightness
so typical of the Talbots. Eventually the answer mas displayed... S psi all
round!® Thank you, Aubrey.

Noraan Teasedale telephoned fros Taunton the other day and sentioned the
interest taken by the staff at his local weighbridge when he had taken his
Talisman along to get front and rear weights. The results, "half-loaded’, were:-
1000 kg front and 1230 kg rear.

"The Legal Side. THE LD CHESTNUT...TYRES.

The legal requirement is for each tyre to have at least fam of tread
across the whole of its width and round the circusference. With eotor hoses, the
gajority started life as a light cosmercial van and as such, were fitted with
copmercial tyres. One of the features of these tyres is "tie bars’ which are
designed to keep the tread of the tyre apart as it wears down. They are small
pieces of rubber soulded into the tread pattern of the tyre and are exespted from
the Construction and Use Regulations but will become clearly visible as the tyre
wears down, Although the legal requirement is only ise, when you consider that,
at 60 mph, each tyre is throwing up two gallons of water in the air every second,
you know why you cannot see past an artic with 18 wheels, each throwing up its
two qallons of water as spray! The soral of this little story is that although
your tyres may be legal at lss tread depth they still have to shift the same
voluee of water but with less space to do it in. Result - aguaplaning.

Yhen the law for tyre depth was drafted the tyre manufacturers advocated
a minisum tread depth of 2am to avoid this very probles. Most workers at tyre
factories even now change their tyres when the tread depth has reached 2es. In




case you are motor-hosing on a budget, have a look at your tyres; you might just
find that they are re-groovable, particularly if you own ome of the larger
godels. BUT ONLY BY QUALIFIED TYRE FITTERS AND ONLY ON RE-GRODVABLE TYRES.
P.5.

1¥ there is any particular aspect of the Law and sotor vehicles you would like
covered please let Phil know and I will try to cover it as soon as possible.
L. 0.°

(Since then I have suggested "Security® and await results, Ed.).

This is too good to last but results were, once again, quicker than I had
expected! Hardly had we recovered from the rush of getting some 400 Newsletters
into the sorting office at Solihull than Alan Anderton was back with this:

*1 write regarding the enguiry from Dr Hackichan on security although I
am sure other sembers sust have greater experience than I. [ can only give an
interim reply as | am still trying to eake progress on one issue. Our Legend has
been fitted with a Cobra radio key ultrasonic alare coupled alse to the door
switches and indicator lamps. An additional switch is fitted to the caravan door
and a sercury type switch on the the engine bonnet. It is easy to operate with
the resote control and a red diode indicates for all to see that it is alarsed.”
The only drawhack is that it has a fairly heavy current cossusption and will
drain the battery if left on day and night for a week. I have found this problea
with other vehicles, If the vehicle is subject te buffeting by gale force winds
the alares will activate.

The issue I have yet to resolve is iaproving the quality of security on
the caravan doar; a subject of such criticise of sany caravans by the Police. At
present we use a length of ’Velero’ eaterial to secure the lock handle to the
door handle - actually it is quite effective.

fis a result of regular contact with the Guent Constabulary Semior Crise
Prevention Officer [ learnt that Keying Systeas Ltd., 173 High Street, Boston
Spa, Wetherby, West Yorkshire, L8S23 &BH, sarket replacesent door lock cylinders
{for the familiar black plastic external handles) as well as a separate security
deadlock, In addition, an article by the Editor in HMM for February gave
information of a similar service by Safeway Security Products, Ltd., 10 Grange
Hount, Birkenhead L43 4XW. Within the New Town of Cwsbran thers is operating a
pobile lockseith of a national cospany, who appears to have built up a good name.
I approached his last January to ascertain if he had any information on caravan
door security. He wrote to the two firms and whilst he and his Head Ofice have
received literature no prices seem to be available at the soment.®
Thank you, Alan. Very sorry you had to siss the National Rally - do hope Mary is
well again and we’ll see you at Glen Trothy. As | write this I realise [ have
failed in my duty to pass this sort of inforsation direct to those concerned at
the Orchard but their cossents will be obtained, as soon as posible.




Thanks are due to those people and firms who have been of help toc us in getting
the show on the road. The sesebers of the Acting Committee, as a last fling before
being dissolved, offer their thanks to:-

Buncan Tayler of Detail Prosotiona, 12 Sycamore Close, Littleborough,
Lancs., who have supplied various fund-raising items.

Colborne Trophies Ltd., Park Road, Silver Street, Trowbridge, Wilts.

Hike Bowen of E M Signs, frnolds Fields Estate, Wickwar, Hotton-under-Edge who
supplied the Club banner,

Kit Ouen of Inftially Youre, 104 North Road, Stoke Bifford, Bristol who supplies
the eabroidered leisure-wear or “woollies".

E P Lowe Ltd.,, The Roman Press, Childswickhas, Broadway who supply stationery
{letterheads, etc.)

Gloucester Packeging Co Ltd., Unit 2, Gladiater Business Centre, fshville Road,
Gloucester who supplied raffle tickets and general stationery.

Russell & James Plagues (1980) Ltd.,.Factory 4, Wallows Industrial Estate,
Yallows Road, Brievley Hill, who suppliied badges, plagues and the trophy
presented to Auto-Sleepers Lisited.

Honiton Pottary, 30-34 High Street, Honiton, Devon, who supplied the Club coffee
BUgS.

John Carter of Supeprint, Unit S Harken Buildings, Hatters Lane, Chipping Sodbury
who supplied note pads.

Jayne Elliz of Chaselaon Studios, 15 Burford Close, Solihull, who prints our
Newsletter, rally prograses, etc.,

Br Bock and 8tafé of Cotswold Hoburne, Ltd., Cotswold Daravan Park, South Cerney,
Cirencester who put up with our frequent changes in plans and helped.
futo-Bleepers Lislted, thelr 8taff and wives who just about sade it all possible.
Since | don’t know all the nases [ will mention none, just a great big block
*Thank you®,

FOR BALE.

Fiat/Talbot workshep Manual, £10,00

Fiat rear brake shoes (New), £10,00

Contact Mr & HMrs Birkinshaw, “Cartref®, Station Road, Morton, Nr. fiskern,
DONCASTER, Yorks. (Tel 702 344)




A rare itee:-

1973 Comser Auto-Sleepsr being sold because the owner is going to live in Spain.
I have persission to quote from her letier to Mr Anthony Trevelyan:-

“It is in sarvellous condition, all original fittings, curtains, crockery etc. It
has only done 53,000 siles and there is no rust as it has only been used in the
Susmer... I propose to advertise it for £3,500 but am prepared to accept a
reasonabhle offer. As you will be aware, 1 am the original owner.”

Mrs V. Horsfall-Turner, Beestone Cotage, Rislaby, Nr Pickering, Yorks. (Tel
Pickering 2333},

Evente, April/May, supnorted by Auto-Bleepers Lisited.

2204/23rd April, Hotor Caravan Jamboree; Dealer - Bromley Motor Caravans.
Joth/ist/2nd May. Badgworth; Dealer - West Country Motor Homes.

{2th/14th Hay. Northern Motor Caravan Show, Whalley, Blackburn; Dealers -
Hill’N'Vale Motor Caravansg Sexton Hotor Caravansy Roberts Hotorhomes,
13th/14th May. Open Weekend; Dealer - G Hells & Sons Lid.

26th/27th/28th Bay. Herts County Show; Dealer - Bowers Motor Caravans.-

If you can’t get to Glen Trothy or the Jasboree, the Thases Valley
Caravan-Camping and Leisure Show is on at Upton Court Park, Slough on 22nd/23rd
fipril.

SECRETARY'S GORNER.

Froe the Questionneer, what sany of you want is information. Now that the
Inaugural Rally is over, we sust start collecting this and will need anything you
have discovered which you think will interast other people. What we have in sind
is half to one A4 sheet with *A site ] found interesting/horrific/convenient-for-
sightseeing®, °Things I did wrong during ay first continental Wotor Caravanning
holiday®, “Experiences in cut-of-the-way places”, even “What I did when the
whatnot dropped off the whatsernase in the aiddle of the night!® and any heading
you can add. Some of this can be used for odd corners of the Newsletter, but if
we have a good response, it will be worthwhile producing 2 booklet later in the
year. So, please help, and put "Article” in the top lefthand corner of the
envelope, to help ay letter-sorter whilst 1 am away. One more thing; if you do
not receive an acknowledgment, your offering will not have sunk without trace but
I plead pressure of work! (Bssuming I have not been thrown off the Cosmitteel.
Rita.

Editor’s Tailpisce.

Rally problems! About three weeks before the Event, Rita & I had called
in at the Site on our way back from Portseouth to see if it was still there and,
during a conversation with the receptionist had been asked if we were aware that
the Site had sold half the "Late Arrivals® area. Ho, we were not. So we went and




looked and came to the conclusion that the fence built across the plot probably
precluded the use of that area for the marquee and the trade exhibits plus A-§
demonstrators. Report to Base. Charles Trevelvan & Neville Jelfs go to
investigate as soon as work persits, (D Day minus 10}, Phil arrives next eorning
at the Orchard to collect items for the Newslstter and is asked if he can “spare
a sinute.” Charles and Neville agree - only possible place for the marquee is the
West end of E Field and the pitches £l to E10 will have to be used for the
Dealers and A-S demonstrators. Site agree marquee can go there.

First reaction from your Editor was, “You can't do that!" The msarguee
was going to take up the space we had allocated to those coaing for the day on
Saturday, including dog-owners because there was a "dog-walking® area behind it
and ten pitches taken out of E Field meant ten Pilches more required in A Field,
where we were already getting short of space. Of the 10 pitches A-S had requested
in A Field, 5 could be returned to the Club. So, take 10 from £ Field and put
thes in A Field, where we now had 3 more pitches and put day visitors on the site
we had reserved for the marguse...Where we had decided they should go back in
November before the marquee was thought of. So, | amust re-write the Programee but
John and Barbara Cox, who had already burat a lot of asidnight oil allocationg
pitches to people, would have to re-arrange things. find produce aes lists for the
Marshalls. And there wasn’t a lot of time left,

If you were one of those who felt “"sessed ahout®, please forgive us, we
felt it first!

The decision made in MNovesber to confirs our booking with this site
because of the hard standing and despite the "No dogs® rule , was vindicated on
Sunday when sose vans had to be pulled off the grassy pitches at the Cotsweld
Park Site in Cirencester. The over-night rain had softened the ground which had
just started to dry out. On our site no one had any probless. I we HAD gone to a
grassy site we could very easily have had two hundred and fifty ‘vans stuck in
the wmud, So, dog owners, despite your disappointsent, please faorgive us for the
decision which proved to be right for the majority. Next year, hard standing
plus dogs!

The news of difficulties at the CC site reached me through a sad event;
Mr & Hrs LePage had come froa Guernsey. On Saturday Wr LePage was taken ill and
the Doctor sent him to hospital by asbulance. Hrs LePage does not drive the “van
but needed to be nearer the hospital seo two brand new Committee members got
together, John Normandale drove the ‘van to the Cotswold Park site, Harry
Henthorne made the arrangesents and brought Jobn back. On Tuesday the news was
that Mr LePage was comfortable and undergoing further tests. We all hope there is
a rapid recovery.

APRIL, 1989 Edite

Phil Daley.




AUTO-SLEEPER OWNERS'®' CLUB,

Rally No 2 = 21st to 23rd April 1989,
Glen Trothy Caravan Park, Mitchel Troy, Monmouth, Gwent, 4,75 night,

Extra for electric, Plus 1,50 per unit Rally Pee,.

Rally No 3 - S5th to 7th May 1989,
Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne, Evesham, Worca, 3.00 night,

Extra for electric, Plus 1,50 per unit Rally Pee,

it

Rally No 4 = 19th to 21st May.
Wild Rose Caravan Park,Ormside,Appleby-in-Westmoreland,Cumbria, 4.70 night

Extra for electric, Plus 1,50 per unit Rally Fee,

EVBRBTIVE BB R

Rally HWo 4, Naf@scosssosssusssncssnsce Hombership No.isssssessecsssses
AdIresS ssesesa00ccsssencsosscsoscnsossecsosasoscose VAN NOssovossscsosssns

Time oOf Arrival,.Fri.DeMescecsSaturday a.m, WILL YOU HELP AS MARSHAL? 650
Tos Mre J, Cox, 73, Westhead Road, Barton-under-Nesdwood, Staffs, DEL13 8JR,
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Tos Mre. Je Cox, 73, Westhead Road, Barton~under-Needwood, Staffs, DEL3 8JR,
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Time of Arrival,.Fri.p.MisessSaturday.a.m, WILL YOU HELP AS MARSHAL?..¢cee
Tos Mr, J. Cox, 73, Westhead Road, Barton-under-Needwood, Staffs, DEL3 8IR,




GLEN TROTHY, MONMOUTH,

From the North, M5, M50 then A40 taking LEFT TURN AFTER TRAFFIC LIGHTS AND
BEFORE REACHING ROAD TUNNEL, From Bast, Gloucester, A40 Ross on Wye, A4l
Monmouth, From South and East, M4 Severn Bridge, A 466 Chepstow, Tintern and
Monmouth turning left at traffic lights on to A40,

The site is in the small village of Mitchel Troy, two miles SW of Monmouth,

RANCH CARAVAN PARK, HONEYBOURNE, EVESHAM,
On the Bidford-on-Avon/Broadway road, approx, 5 miles from either,

WILD ROSE PARK, ORMSIDE, APPLEBY~IN-WESTMORLAND, CUMBRIA,

FROM ME FROM THE SCUTH, turn off at exit 38 (8.P, Tebay), Follow tho B6260
towards Appleby, passing through Orton and Hoff, In Burrells, turn very
sharp R, at 8.P, Ormside and Soulby, FROM THE NORTH, on the M&, leave
motorway at.exit 40, S.P, Penrith, Follow A66 then take B 6542 to Appleby,
From there, directions as Al route below,

PROM RAl, At Scotch Corner take the A66 and then turn off on B6542 to Applsby
town centre, Take B 6260 S,P, Orton and Rendal., After 1.5 miles, fork L, on
road §.P, Ormside and Soulby, THEN, WHICHEVER ROUTE YOU APPROACH BY « travel
1.5 miles along this road and turn L, towards Ormside at the st crossroads,
Take the ist R.turn, and Iin 50 yards turn R, again into ths Park’s private
drive, Reception straight ahead with a car park to use whilst checking in,
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MONMOUTH itself is an interesting town to vigit, there are Castles and
abbeys in the area, and fine walking country in the Forest of Dean and Wye
valley. There is a Steam Rallway in the Forsst of Dean, & Roman amphitheatre
and baths, Model Parm, and many other things to do and places to visit,
Enquire at the sits itself, It iz a wondorful area,

HONEYBOURNE For touring the Cotswold villages, and Broadway is just a few
miles down the road (past Willersey), Bourton-on-the-Water is a village
worth visiting, It has "Birdland”, an excellent garden with a large
gselaction of birds, some free-flying parvots which will land on your wrist -
and grab a finger when you try to dislodge them, At Bourton there is also a
miniature village, and nearby, & Parm Park which has a collection of
old~breed cattle, sheep and horses, Evesham, Chipping Campden and Bidford=-
on-Avon are approx, five miles away, and Stratford-upon~Avon only aleven,

APPLERY, is at theo foot of the Pennines, and is an area of walking and
interesting drives. Bring good maps, and explore, It may ba a bit sarly for
the roses but not for the herb garden at Acorn Bank Garden, N.T,, on the A66
6m E, Penrith, N.,of Temple Scwerby, Open until 5th November 10.a.m. to
6.,0p.m, (last admission 5,30pm), HAWESHEAD, Windermere, = Beatrix Potter and
Hawkshead shopa - walking shoes, boots, and equipment at reasonable prices,




